r Lord, 1346. wh 
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r how he came to. be hly- 
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Dfthe Life of the ſublime and jllumi- VE, 
nated Divine, Dr. John" Thaiter, + = 
who at Colm (where he lived) was 4 
in an Eftraordinary and Miracu- : 
lous manner turned fron his vain 

Converſation to an Extraorditary 6. 


degree of Sandtity , and a ee 
of Life. 


_. 
- oF 
4 


FIN the year of Cur Ns * 
| BF A thouſand three hundred* 
1-1 fix , there lived a Dotor of .. i 
PO Diviaty- in Coli» in:Germays . * 4 
a frequenc Preacher exceeding» 
ly followed , and famous for tizPvSaAnne 
far and near, A certain WP a> bangs + - 
'dantly cndowed and anoined witt Divine: 
Grace, hearing his fame,” and being 
ated in.a Dream to.go to the TY 
he: * 5 lived,.( vigeh # was eg 55 


by 4s Che 2M 
bus $3 : mat I pv t 
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be Hiſtory of the Life © 
thirty mile diſtance from the place , wh? 
then rhe Layman was) reſolved with himkl 
to Trayel thither, and try what ir would 
pleaſe Divine grace to bring to paſs; then he: 
takes his journey, atrives at the City whe 
; the DoRor lived ; atrencively heard him x 
times .Preach; In which while he undo, 
ſtood in the Spirit, that the DoRor was bye. 
®» Nature an ingenuous Man, of a mild, wee Yar 
and courteous behaviour , and excellent | 


hi 


well $killed in the Letter of the Scriptures... 
but obſcurely and glimeringly.underſtandingMWna 


: 


I; young without che Light of Diyings 
& 


| | | 
B+. ora he Layman exceedingly hereupon Wl Þ, 
__ pictying his condition , went to him , an&ll p, 
het >;; $ entered into:diſcourſe with him. "Reno, 
=  _pk Sir, I am come aboye thirty miles t# z 


F< 

'Z 

OX ir. at your feet , and hear your DodtrineF ? 
C 
1 
| 


ys bw , 
4 
—_—_ 


grac 


© drawn bythe fame of your excellent abili 
* - + ries, atidalready have I heard five of yours} 
Sermohs;Therefore.I beſeech you for Gods?! 

flake youchfafe while I fiay here, ro be my\” 

= Confefſor; The courteous Dr. refuſing not? 
+ the motion ; The Layman aft came to con! 

-- feſſion , which he performed with much? 
fimplicicy and bumilicy : and when eyet he2;; 
thought fir to receive the moſt ſacred Body” 

_ of our Lord, he received it at the DoaAois 3M 
hands. Twelve weeks in this manger being.” s | 
_-” | APenty 


ho 
» 


#. et *% A-- 


© bs '. LD F, » 
F * FF D : ' MLL - 


Jpefit, the Layman came to the DoRor with - 
Þ cequettwhich he thus utrered : Reverend 
Maſter, I: beſeech you for Gods fake reach 
in a Sermon the mot compendious way 
'Bof 2tcaining che higheſt degree of perfeRion, 
 *Fhat chis Life is capable of. Whart dot _ 
by agmcan Son (quoth che DoGtor) to what 
pole would ir be to \Preach ſuch ſublime 
FEmatters to you , who ( T ſuppoſe) would 
! hardly be able to underſtand one word ? 
uſ = gh poſſibly (anſwered the Layman : 
* Wznay not ( Reverend Sir) 'be able.roun 
Eftand you,” yet at leaft 1 ſhall breath 4p 
 Wpant after , and with hearry and frequens 
y Þra exs deſire thoſe things. you ſhall deliver, 
ide, a great multitude of people come to». 
: 7 Fort ro hear you ; noWit but one,of theſe | 
all rightly underſtand what you ſhall < A 4-4 
oe HE will not be loſt, I but (faid Ft 
DoRor”) if I ſhould be put upon that'yau --- 
defire ( good Son) it would colt me. 


"much pains and ſtudy, and a great deal of. % 
labonr,to gather what would be requiſite to 
the buſineſs, and to digeſt it into fir method, 

| But whateyer excuſes the Door made, the 
Taymwan would nor give over his entreaty 


| till the Door paſled his words, that COME 
be would Preach ſuch a Sermon. as 4 
| fred, Z tell « out ſhortly aſter that the. Dr. 


Prev "ds 
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PTY din a certain Monaltry; And Sers 
mon being ended ; he told the Congre 
tion, that thofe whom other buſineſs hindred 
not,” might reſort.thither upon the third da 
following ; ; for I am defired (quoth he) to 
Ptgach'a Sermon, in which I muſt ſhew, by 
what means one may moſt compendiouſly 
come to the highelt degree of perfeRion at- 
tainable in chis Life. The third day being 
come, very. many flocked to the place ; a= 
mong the reſt , berimes in the morning thi. 
ther haſtens ths Layman, that he might get 
a convenient place where he might the bet- 


+ rer hear, and underſtaud the DoRor, The 


"DoRor comes as he had appointed, and be- 
- Bins. this following Diſcourſe. | 


Tn this following moſt excellent Dif- 
* rowrſe, there are laid down four and | 
twenty pornts,by which may be known 

who are truly tUhummnatea men. and 
true contemplatars. 


Q rear & many things (deatly beloved); | 

te to, be handled ac this time touch= 
og the Argument, 1 lately promiſed to dif- 
"courſe upon , that according to my coan | 
eultome, 1 cannox rake the Goſpel of the da y 
- Jor my Text, nor uſe many Latine words, | 
Bug) I 


F'4 
4 4 a. 
> 4 £6 oo 


| of DoRor Johit EA | 

Ser F But hotwirhſtanding thoſe matters that T 

ſhall bandle, ſhall be fuch 1s may be eaſily i 

{confirmed out of Scripture. a 
\In the firſt place (beloved) T would not 4 

thave you 1gnorant, how there are yety many _ 

> be found , who attain to a clear know- 

edge, underſtanding, and a rational decern- 

_ ing in Heavenly macters-; but itis altogether 

wy by Images and Forms in their fancy;impreſ- 

hi. ſed there ſometimes. by the ſtudy of Scrip- . 

... fture , ſometimes without it, Many of theſe 

> © Iwhen this ſpeculative Light of their own in- E 

* Jrelle& by the aforeſaid means; Either by the "i 

tudy of Scripture,or ſome way elſe begins to 

'[ſhine, they fit down in it, abundantly fatis* 

fied; bur allLfuch (quettionlets) are far 5 - - © > 

| cnough from the top and  highe(t degree of .. 

perfecion-; bur if, any one ſuch could be. 

found, who had pierced and paſſed through 

' | the fore-mentioned attainment, and. were 

rd totally and centrally mortifyed to it ,  and* =» 

who had got above all ſorts of Images and 5% 

Forms in the fancy ; Such a one would infts ... *: ** 

ly nitely be more dear and acceptablero 

= | chen an hundred thouſand of rhe-other 

of tmen', who live in, cheic own hal 

| firntions'; and modes, taken up Wyyheme® 

y | ſebes; out of ſelf-will , and infealihie and-. - 

© anceleQual Images , fo torally raken ups 
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To Fiftry of the Life 
them, this they take no care to defy 
martifie themſelves, For indeed God is 
together hinder'd” from entering into and K. 
potleſſing ſuch , by reaſon of their ſelf will; I,” 
and their þwn proper working in their own jo 
h;by which they are detained in the 

own dearly beloved, and delighted in ins 
k&ual imaginations. Bur choſe that have. 
Tg through ſuch , and by a kind of dy-F 
| have tefigned up theinſelves ro God, and® 
o ” Bohe our of all manner of imagirary'}. 
coin and _— with humble 
telignation, have offer'd and given up them 
ſelves, free and naked, above all intelleQtual 
fiations, (as St.Dioniſins faith, thar the | 
bf Faith requires , thaga man ſhould 
2 IN | above the urmoſt power and capacis 
by df reaſon ; or incelle&.) ſuch (I fay) as | 
| -- hive come to this ltate, in them God finds a | 
reſtifg place, where he1 may dwell and work 
+ all their works in them ; when, where, and 
-- In what manner he pleaſerh : For when as 
| God ſeeth in them no impediment,he works 
in them his own work , and doth a&t and 
lead them to himſelf, and in himſelf, Such: | 
men as theſe are unknown to aty ; vere po x 
there lives and converſatioos are hidder ey | 
all, unlefs thoſe that are of the ſame At 
NW State, or CompleQon,of.w which Trac 
9.9 T 


erfe 


ere are. yery few, But to this heighth and 
it | _— j ife, no man cat? attain, but b 
We profoundeſt and deepeſt humility, a per- 
bad ar eel, and a ear Ne 
luminated reaſon, Although indeed (which 
5 $annot be denyed ) once many intelligent 
1, Ppicics which by Nature are nothing elſe 
Pur pure intelligences, fowlly erred; and fell 
om that eternal Unity, and were allo for- 
A er ſecluded out of the Chorus of Angels ; z 
ry $oe! ſame thing likewiſe happens every day 2 
Y'Þ ſuch which look upon themſelves with 
le | 
1 (© -plealing flattery , and by uſurping ſelf- 
al nll, and a vain complacency in their owa 
btilty , make themſelves like thoſe fallen 


2 Angels. Wherefore (beloyed) it concerns. 4 
;, Sto know , and to be able to diſtinguiſh,” - \2 
7, ho are truly illuminated and wiſe Contem- "4,8 
X lators. Truely I have found fo far as may. 

k Þ* gathered from Scripture ; four and ewen»-+. 

3h Particulars which a truly illuminatedMan 


ught to have in him : which Particulars T 


- = 
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O hall willingly deliver at this time, and {o 

4 onelude, BASE 
X The Firſt Particular, eyen the chief Do- - To 
ſtor .of Doors, and Teacher of all mug 
bo Wiſdom: and Knowledge , Chriſt Jelug:,/- 


© Lord mentions, where he ſaith, By- ug ck LES be 
ll al men know that you are my Diſcipl#&i68-. -. - 4% 
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| if you love one the ather, and fhal keep tha 
y Commandament , which I commandedhoq « 
Fohn 1 5. you,that you love one anther ever as I hav elſe 
loved you ; as it be ſhould have-laid; alfpace 
' though ye have all knowledge, and kill, alhyhi 
* Miſtery ;- if there be wanting Fidelity, andfgr « 
Charity, ir-psofiteth nothing, 'For it is ſai} 1 
of Balaamy, that he was endowed with ſhin 
pierciog and-ſubtile a wir, and reaſon, thaan 
he. foxelaw thoſe chings which God many * 
hundred years afterward brought to 'paſsJdil: 
and manifelted.: but this profited him noqqui 
thing,. becauſe as he ought he-did nor faithſhir 
« - fully 10. loye adhere to the truth known Jyin 
6 This auch ſhall fufhce for the fuſt point.- [ex 
> , © + The Second Point is this ; namely, Thatfc 

Ip he: be free from, and tarallydelivered fro 
elf ; which notwithſtanding will never ſeem ter 
fo; to him, but rather he will always think} ſo 
thar he ought yet more and more to be diq yy 

| yelied of {elt,and to renounce all things, 

3 The Third thing is, That he be deeply and] ,, 
thoroughly refign'd ro Gad, is'fo much thaq © 
God may not find in him the leaſt impediy h; 
£,”- ment ; buc that. he may work freely all his þ 
works in him; - which perfeRtion be will not] c} 
- »_ raſhly aſcribe to: himſelf, bur: will thank] y 
+.3-4+- himſelf of all men fartheſt off from ir-+ ©} ; 
 TREEIr 38) [3.4 I _— 
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"of Doffor John Thauler. 
The Fourth followetb, That he do totally 
&o out of, and deny himlſeR, and all thing 


tha! 
de 


DAU, Iſe, in which he hath heretofore inordis-, 

; Alqnacely loved , fought or intended himfelf, . 

l al hether they have been things Temporal 
aGor things Eternal, +Þ 

{ Fifchly, That he ſeek net his own or 5 


h ſe 


imſelf in any meaſure ; either in himſelf, or , 
thafany Creature. bs 
ang Sixtly, That he alwayes,and in all places | G6 - 
aſs\diligently attend, and obſerye what Got re- 
Noqquires of him , and'what he would have _ 
him to do, and-chearfully (relying upon Dis... . ,*'- 6 
vine Grace) perform it ; and fatisfie Divine $ 
-* [expectation ; but not in the leaſt what ever, y 
hayfrom thence arrogate to himſelf any thing, <F v8 
om - Seyentlhy , That continually without in- = 
*en termiſſion he conform himſelf to DivineWil, 4 
IDKo as that he will nothing elſe but what God: - 
diy willeth. | 1 2IER 
Eighcly , That he would ſo ſtrongly and 8 
and powerfully: work and excerciſe himlelt in © -- 
ba& God, and by and imimence force; {trongelt 
d1 bands of love ſo bind and unite hnwfelt to Pl 
bis him , char God may nor 'as it were e 20y {8 
YM ching in himſelf without bim ,, nor he likes 
Wkly wiſe.perform any thikg without God. + #7 
-- Ninthly , Thar in all things which {all -g > 
b appen to'him, whether they, be:pleaſanrogt +. 
©, Br B 2.7” -Þirtets. > 2; 
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bitter , yea in every work, in every perfor- 
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mance, in every'place, at all times, he enjoy 
ſenſibly Divine preſenee, 

Tenthly , That he receive nothing at all 
whether it be grateful or grievous, as from 
the hands of any Creature , but all thin 
nakedly and fimply as from the hands of 
God, Whatever God ſhall do,or permit to 
be done by Creatures, he receive it no 
otherways then as from God himſelf. 

The Eleveath point is this, That he never 
ſuffer himſelf ro be in any meaſure over- 
come, or taken with a natural delight or ſa- 
vour bf any Creature , without true and ac- 


_ covntable'rieceſiny, 
'£2- 


The Twelfth point is this , That neither 
he be*to much depreſt or overwhelm'd, nor 
immoderatly vexed or inwardly orieved, with 
any , whatever adverſity which may tappen 
to him from the cruth, bur alwayes conſtant» 
ly adhere to thc rruth, 

-* The Thirteenth poinc, That he ſuffer not 
himſelf co be deceived by any falſe Light, 
or by any gliſtering ſhew of any Creatures; 
but chearfully and lovingly leave all things 
as-he: found them, making the beſt of every: 


i CO 


che becter by every thing, ar.d by nothing to; 
be made wore, F EN \ 


3 C : "a 4» 


oC omending earrelYy ro be. made | 


i. 


py uo 


of Doftor John Thauler. 6 
ofa The Fourteenth poiot, That he be always 'x4. 
"Joy upon his guard, luſhciently rovided' of, 

and armed with all forts of Vater to 

reſiſt all Vices whatſoever, that ſo he may 

nos | PVT be otherways then Conquerer , andin 
5 fall conflits bear away the Palm of Vi- 


s of 
we Rory. | | 
fr The Fikeenth point, That he nakedly co- I5 


deayour to underſtand and-contemplate (fo 
far as God permits , and he be able)-rruth, ; 
as it isin ir ſelf; and according to4t lead his ; 
Gf Life, and ſtudy to fatisfie and anſwet the 

known truth in every thing, 

The Sixteenth point”, {hat he be peckeR,” 16 
juſt and uprighc , and that he eſteem himſ{elk | 
nothing leſs than fo. *\ IM 
h The Seventeenth point, That he be ſpa- 17 


ring in Words , yet full of inward Vigour 


en 97 

ic. | and Life, |» SE | 
The Eighteenth point , Thar his Likkhe 18 

oe | faithful, recired, humble, whicl' by 2 goo... 

- | Example rather thea Words may Preach*t6** 


* | all;and Speak by doing. | 


4 The Nineteenth polar, That he ſuffer him» 19. 

, ſelf willingly ro be overcome by all whi:h ©. 

+ | contend with him, and that in all things _ 
4 clong to kimſelf, bur nocig things 

\] which Concern God: vENs 
Wo, 3 i. me 
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nevertheleſs , ler there be always founc in 
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The Twentieth point , That above allf*s 
things he ſeek the Glory of God, and ain 1 
at, and inrend nothing clic in all mig.3 
ons. +4 
The Twenty fic point, That hee; oycef 
not at all in any Priviledge , which he hath 
in any thing above others ; but that heal 
together himſelf ; is unworthy of the leaf,” 
The Twenty ſecond point, That from tiisF 


| anprofitableſt men in the World ; 


him great Vigour,Faith, Hope and Charity; 
and ler hin; not at all value his own Wil | 90 
dom, nor all his works done by humane 
reafon. ly 

The Twenty third point, Thavin all his it 
Words and Works he ſer before him as ina | Þ 
Glaſs , the Life and Do&tine of our Lord | *© 
Jeſus Chriſt, and that in them he continually Þ * 
contemplate himſelf ; and as much as pofſi- | ' 
ble, renounce, caft away, and mortific all 
whatſoever ſhall be found 1n him, unlike to 
the lovely Image of our- Saviour. 

The Twenry fourth and la{t point » That 
afrer-all,he now: as it were fiſt begin, like a 
hc Child as. yer,.'to make proficiency i in 
rue-profound deep and perfe&t humility, nd 
think no other Wag, than that he is now tow” 


—— 


ay . 


ſhegio. to [implore _—_ that it ” 
aimgſfould find him out a way and attord afli- 
As ance Whereby he may become a good _-- >. 
© $Þnan; *And'if he be eſteemed fo by ſome,on © - 
effiſc for that cauſe he appear vile and baſe in "7 9 
raththe eyes of men ; even that will be more 
:alygrateful and acceptable to him, then if he 
, ould enjoy the fayour and good-Will of 
tire fall. | | 
the # But I fear twy\beloved, leaſt I have been 
yer$co0 tedious; Therefore rhele are the Hgns of a 
in Frational and purged ground', which the 
ty; | Splendour and beautitul Image of all ruth 
{= | doth enlighten and reach. Let every one 
ze | therefore look within himſelf, and diligent 
. | ly ſearch, whether he find within himſelf 
is | theſe tweaty four Points, which it he do ler 
2 | him xeoyce ; but if he do not, ler him know 
4 | that his underftanding,though never fo lofty 
4 
| 


\ 
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"and rowering , 'nor all his tubale and witty: 
works of his own reaſon, Wotth a ruſh; for —*» 
hethar is the Fountain & Pattern of all rruth,: 

can perform in him no ſupernaturdl work; 
unleſs he do prevent him by his fngular and 
ſpecial grace, as we read he-did to St. Paxt. 

But this in my judgment happens very-Farly- 
_ Its theſe our times, Finally, ler the Eceroat” 
ruth our Lord God,grant that we may'aRt+- - 
'{þe 'made by his grace ,' true Contemplators  - - 
4 ' ol 
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OY 
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* -  Mtcueand pecfeR humilicy,co his Praiſe and1 Pr 
Glory. Amen, Fo pair 
qic { 
1t follows how the Layman 4d in ſecret} dor 
partly diſcover to the Door his hide pai 
den Santtity, and how he convinced" 
his that he was yet in the might of 1 | $ 
norance , and that his' Veſſel was us of 
clean , and that himſelf was of theY th 

* number of the Phariſees. {Fi 


SV 7 5 


=" HE. fore-written Sermon being en- | xe 

b5, "2 ded, the Layman ſtraight haftning to | 
his Inne, there Wires it out word for word | { 
as it. was delivered by the Door, comes 'P' a 

. with his Notes to the Door, and. faid thus \ « 
to'bim 3 Reverend'Sir, your Sermon I have | | 
Writ out fair, and if ic be not too troubleſome 
I will repeat it out of my Paper. 

Dottor, Truly Ile very willingly hear it : 
then the Layman read the whole Sermon, 
-which being done , he ſpake thus. to the | 

DoRor. YL OELS 
Layman. 1 pray Sir tell it. if J have, 


emitted any of your Words, that T 1 wy 
them, _ | EO POL gs 
\ Dottor, Believe it dear Son, ,you;Haye; 
_ exaCttly raken wy Sermon word for'wg dag | 


we Xx ” - 
. 


\ F147 ho. L- E. © 


| of Doftor John Thauler. 
and} Prezch'd_it; and T'le affure you might T 
pain-neyer ſo much I could not again write 

Fic ſo .exattly and verbatim as you have 
frepg done , unleis I would take again the ſame 
2d. pains which 1 did in the ſearch of Scrip- 
cedures; and I profels I cannot now ſufficienc- 
InaMy admite your happy wit and parts,agd thac 
<FJFou ſhould fo oft make your confeſtion to 
Wl Ge and yet 1 never perceive till now, Then 
F the Layman made as though he would take 

his leave of the Door, and (aid to him, 
Layman. 1 entend (Sir) God willing ro 
ns f return home. | 

of Dottor, Away , away , what 1s itthat 
fd | ſhould compel you to recnrn home, where- 
'S 'F'.as you have neicher Wife nor Children,to 
IS J' rake care of ; and what hinders, but thar, 
© | fith you have no body at home, you may as 
© þ well live here as there, Te promiſe you 
ſhortly ( God willing ) 1 will Preach ano» 
ther Sermon of the utmolt perfeRion of a 
» | Spiritual Life, £45 
; Layman, Te aſſure. you Sir I came 
not hithet for the Sermons, but that I hoped 
|| by Gods Grace afliting , I-ſhould do fome 
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. :Doffar, What good prethee Son did'yoli/.. 

. TJ think ro do here ; (ith you are a fimple Lays? - 

*} <.;, AF, ; ' Cn 4ibk 

> Wa ad ignorant of Scriptures, neicher per= 57) 
"INES . hes, ow 


> 7 j*, 
. Y . 
mired | 


16 


' >pfoficable co me. Nay I't aflure you, the 
© Sermons of men do oftner do me hurt, then 


- a Sermon to us full fraught , with excellent 
precepts » but you.take no care to hold them 


The Hiſtory of the Life | 
mitted to Preach ? Pray ſtay here aawhileFeme: 
and peradventure by Gods afliftance I willaſſa 
give you ſuch a Sermon, as you will gladly]be fri 
hear, - = * >, hoot 
' Layman. There 1s ſomething Sir.that -IVTea 


would willingly have ſpgke to you , but I {afe 


doubt whether you can patiently bear it, Jas h 
Dofor, Prethee Son ſpeak boldly whatfhme 


| thou haſt ro ſay; I truſt in God Iſhall pa= Jyou 


tiently bear ir, what ever it be, the 
Layman, Behold Reverend Sir, you gli- | das 
ter in your Prieſtly dignicy,& lately Preach 


orth in your Life and Converſation , and 
even now how childiſhly did you fay to me, 
ſtay here and I will Preach you another 
Sermon that ſhall pleaſe me, Bur take this _ 
for .cercain Sir , that neither your Sermons 


-. Nor any Words whateyer, which can-in- this Þ 


Life be outwordly (ſpoken , can be much 


profit me ;. becauſe that oftentimes. yarious. - 
Images(or Imaginations)do infinuage ghemy. 
felves into ane by reaſon of thoſe” Serthans,' 

which afterwards returning home g7Jcrans, 
hardly with much and long about 382in, 5 


xid my {elf of or forget ; and (Sir) if you bu | 


AL 
<- 
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_ of Dodtor John Thauler. T5 
nemBred , you had among others, this 
Willkaſſage it your Sermon. That he ought to 
adly |: free. and: clear from all Images (or Ima- 
-gioations ) to whom the chief DoRor and 
wy r eacher of Souls Chriſt Jeſus will vouch- 
it L'ffafe to come ; who I will aſſure you as of - 
«Jas he is pleaſed to come to me, he teacherh 
{mc more in the ſpace of an hour, then either 
you ( Maſter DoQtor ) or all the DoRors in 
the World, could teach me till Dooms- 
day. 
Dofter. Prethee, dear Son, for the Loxds 
death” ſake, fftay with me here a longer 
time. | | 
Layman. Truely (Mr. DoRor) you en- 
force me to ſtay by this deep adjuration, , 
and if -out of obedience to God, I do yield 
| to (tay here, it ſhall be upon this condicion, E: 
thar you promiſe me fairhfully,chat whatever m: 
hath paſt or ſhall paſs between us, you will | 
keep ſecret under the privacy of. cons. 
feſſhon, - SI 
Doftor. That I will aſlure you (dear, 
" | | Son ) I'will willingly do, upon the condi- 
tion-,.that, you will ſtay longer with me. 
"Thea, .the Layman after chis manner ſpake: 
to the Doctor. NL tag: 
' Layman; Mr. DoRor, in.your late befere- 
' mentjoned Sermon, you delivered indeed co. 2. 
<353-. "ER I us 3 Ki. 
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The Hiſtory of the Life | 
us many excellent good things z yet Whill P*) 
you were ſpeaking, ſuch a 54s as thigh 
came into my hq , that me thought your eaſily 
| g00d diſcourſes did no otherwayes ;proceed| D 
= from you , then as if good and generous];hat 
3h Wine were drawn through muddy dregs. [hat 
" © Doftor. Prethee (Son) what, meanefi thouſ. 
by this fimilitude, \v' 
\ Longs Nothing elſe (Mr. Door) but} 
h,- your Veſſel was not clean, nor | tha 
way; from dregos ; - and thar's the reaſon dif 
that the Lecter killerh you, and (alafs) you | of 
| . dayly fufferic, yet dayly more and more to | or 
. . Kill yoy; for (as you beuer know) the Scti- | tg 
pure faith, Ji Lerter Killeth, bur the Spirit } y 
quickenerh 4nd maketh alive, Nevertheleſs '| y 
the fame Lerrer' that now doth kill you, 4 1 
would (if you would) quickly quicken you, | 1 
Bur 'cruly-ac preſent for your condition it is yÞ | 
this; You are yer in the Dark, and there is Þ 
» to Lightin you, by which you might clearly { 
and, diltinRly: underftand che Lener: , 2nd 
cruely as yet you belong to the number of 
the Pharilees. 
\ Dottor. 1 profeſs ( dear Son): riceche 
_ hour I was born, I never heard roy: At . 


, man ſuch hard language, 4: 


Layman, Very good ( Mr. D 
; Zpray where is now ycur Sermon e [5g 


j -* 44 {1 
9 _ IF 


- * 


as of Doftor Jobn nauler. 19 © 
4 ow you are catch'd ! but befides,though it 
"lknay be my words may ſeem hard-to you ; 
* Migheer jntruth it is ſo as I bave ſaid, as I ſhall 
youttesfily prove even from youtt ſelf, 
ceed} Dottor. Really T would willingly ſee 
TOWShat , for I cannot tell that ever I cared for 
3- [that generation of Phariſees, ; 
Layman. In the firſt place (Mr, DoRor) 
ive me leave to ſhew you how it is-that the 
but] Letter killeth you ; you know (dear Sir) 
'0r f that as ſoon as ever you came to years of 
on | diſcretion, you betook your ſelf to the fiudy 
ou Þ of Bogks, in which norwithſlanding you did 
0] onely ſeek your ſelf, and are nor ar all even 
l-j to this day free from that vice ; bur cruely 
1 | you are (though ſecretly) in your nature, 
ſs proud, and do much relie upon that know- 
l, $ ledge, and attribute much to that title of 
. | Dodctor, wherewith you were honoured; 
S #] neither have you. in all theſe things purely 
* | with love and fervency of mind, ſought God 
onely ; Neicher out of love have you-any 
Eye to: his Glory in all your Rudies, but do | 
too: to0- much love and ſeck yourſelf in. the © 7 
applauſe and fayour of poor Creatures, and. . 
that eſpecially in one Certain perſon, rowargg?7* ". . 
hom you would; fe Heal. a look , an 
: | whom Tear you Uo igordinarely Jove. And 
| vis the reaſon: why the Lener Killech 


Cog a , | . you, 
SE! : 


p 


* The Hiſtory of the ifs © 
you. Thar alſo which I ſaid is too/tob 
likewiſe . Namely,that you poſſeſs an emy x 
and. an unclean veſle] ; For indeed you 4g 


not in all your ations purely and fingly Love| 


God, but in many things you roo well know 
that you ſcek and love _ ſelf. And there- 
foreit is true that I ſaid, that your Veſſel is 
empty and foul with Lees , from whence ir 


cometh to pals, that that oo00d and generous 


' "Wine of Heavenly DaGrine, and Divine 


Macs as. 1 in is ſelf excellent and pure, 
yet paſſing through ſuch a Veſſel dath nor 


at all' reliſh ro a purged mind, that heartily. |. 


loves and bends towards God , neither doth 
it profirat all ſuch an one. That which I faid 
belides ; namely , that you did as yer fit in 
midnight darkneſs , is. alfo molt true, which 
will evidently appear from hence , that you 
cannot fay that any of the Sermons or in- 
ſiruions proceeded from a ſupernatural 
Hluminacion or Divine Grace, but only from 
arr and ffludy. Laſtly, in.cchat Idid affirm 
you were a Phariſee, thatalſo I prove to be 


no leſs crue, although I will not.tay thatyow - 


are altogerher one of rhole talle Pharilee3s 


Bur tell me' (-Reverend Sir ) did -northofe- 
falſe Phariſees: ſeek and love rhemſelyeszh: 
- not in all things, purely aiming at th& 


Glory of God! And' now pray 60 
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of Deftor John Thauler. . * 21 
 tugdder your ſelf, whether you are nor before 
na God a Phariſee, and not a whit better. You 

u t9 do not ( deags 9 ) daubt, thatthere are 

'ovel. many living this day who in Gods eſteem 
now) are no better then Phariſces, yer are ſo more 

tre. | or leſs, according to the condition of their gg 
el is | lives and converſations, + 

eirl} When as the Layman had faid theſe things, 

ug 'the DoQor affteQtually embracing him, 

ine | kiſſed his Cheek and faid ; you bring that 

re, | paſſage into my mind which is not unlike'to 

or | my caſe , and the ſame things ſeem to haye 

ly. |. happend unto me, which did to the woman 

th | of Samaria near the Well; for you bave 

id | crutly laid open and rold me, all my, moſt 

n | hidden,and ſecret miſcarriages; but eſpecial- 

h | ly that, that I did ſometimes ſecretly caſt a 

1 lance” at a certain Perſon , who yet not- $ 
7 withſtanding knows nothing her ſelf ; fith I we 
{ ; 
| 


5 


never yet any Way diſcovered to her-that. F 

| loved her; Neither ' doth any man living, E 

am confident, ſuſpe& any ſuch thing, And 
therefore I. doubt not bur this ſecret was-re- 
yealed to you by God ; wherefore' Ido 
moſt earnelily entreat you for Chriſts pats 
bn-lake , that you would be now unto mne;... 
@:$piritual Facher', and accept of me-a mi>*.>- . 
b Jerablefinner for your Son. - s SS eee ol 
-| -441man. Belicye is (Reverend Sir) ity FI. 
bo : p Ti —_— _ per L | 4 
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perſiſt thus extravagantly to calk, I will Gay * 


no longer here , bur ſpeedily return to my: 


Country. W - 
Dotbr- Nay, but (Son) pray-do not ſo, 


ler me entreat you to [tay a while with me, F.; 


and. I will faithfully promiſe you, that you 
{hall have no ſuch Language for the future :; 
And ( believe it ) I am fully determined to 
endeavour to amend my Life and take a new 
courte , and to that end, do earneſtly defire 
the:furtherance of your good Counſel, and 
whatever it be that you ſhall adviſe me, that 
(by the Grace of God) I will endeavour to 
- follow and cfteQ, . 

Layman, Iruely ( Mr. DoQor) that is 
very neceflary for you to do, for knowledge 
of the Letter, hath miſerably puft up and le. 
duced very many learaed men,ſome of them 


who were altogether falſe Phariſees, even to. 


the eternal damnation of Hell , but others to 
a molt grievous and hotrible Purgatory. 
For ( believe it) *tis no ſmall matter for a 
Man to reccive from God Almighty, ſo ſub- 
tile. a- nacural underſtanding, andslo clear'a. 
reaſon, as by them to be able to underſtand 


clearly Divine Scripture ; -yer 1o:tq miſpend . 


this precious talent,as not tgſluidy:tkeceby'to: 


ſhape and frame his Life and/Conyetſationy , 


y ; KN 


according to the Scripmutes* |: 
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of Doffor John Thauler. 
's enſuing Diſcourgontains a Nar 
. ration, what wo ful and ſtupen- | 
ie, f.; dious things God did work by this » 
ou}. Layman; : and alſo how for this cauſe. | 
"* | beſrdes: others , he obtained ſo great 


'*'} Grace and Favour,betauſe God found 


by "tn him an abſolute reſigned up hum-" 
d ltty. . 

at | 

0 YDoFt, Ood Son , let. me defire you to 


take the pains for God ſake, to 
is Jſhew me by what means you haye attained, 
e [to fo pare a life ; how you began, whax, 
= have been your exerciſes,and finally by what. 


n {rules you haye framed your life and cons, 
0, Ivcrfation, | | VEWET *6 
> | Layman. The aflure you Mr, DoQor,,- 


« [your defire is altogether a ſimple one ; for | 
L Jcerrainly ſhould 1 take- it upon-me to re-. | | 
- |hearſe, or write all thoſe greac chings, which 
}. [God Almighty wirhia theſe ſeven years 
4 bach: youchiofed to work in me, a miſerable 
| _ [finher_, I dare-fay you have not.a Book of 
F [that Volumn as to be able to coarain it all; 
 Joeverthelefs,” 1 ſhall willingly tell yoy ſome,/ 
- [things 3- Which. ac this time are moſt fic for; 

: RR =: you, 
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24 The Hiſtory of tha Biſe. | 
you. In the firſt place, it Was an exceeding ea 
mercy, that God gid indulge unto-me evey[the! 
this yery thing "WM fly, thar T were en-[this 
dowed with a trite protound and molt tern 
fiened up humility : For my exerciſes' it bra! 
will not much concern you to know -wharſuad 
chey were,that I. obſerved outwardly-in my p 

==» Body, (ith that the diſpolicions, natures, an 
complexions, are ſo divers. Burt this is a ſures B 
rule, that whofbever doth from the bottom 
of his heart;humbly reſign up himſelf toGod, | ma 
him God will lead by inward temprations, | fri 
and oveward gccutences into ſuch exerciſes, | wi 
as he knows to be moſt proficable unto him, | aſv 
and ſuch as.(if he will) he can beſt bear ;Þo- 
for he that is inquiſitive ro know from di-J tk 
vers, what are their exerciſes, is wont for the] £2 
moſk part to be deceived , and led away, | w 
For. each man telling his proper exerciſes, | 
when he would fain follow and imitate, ho © 
| | regard being had of his own ſtrenorth, it's no{ Þc 
WW. marvel if he be thereby eceivel and lead] bi 
LE away. For ir oftentimes comes to paſs, that| y 
thoſe exercifes which are yery good for.one, |'t! 
. _ -and exceedingly helpful,. may to another; if | © 

\ he perfalt in the uſing of them, be peroirigus -A 
and deſtruftive. And hence it is, that the | K 
Devil very oft is-wone with falſe ſuggeſtions | 'r 
to perſyyade men,. whom'he fees to be of a 

| Ries | 
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lingveak nanite/and-confiliturion, co take upon 

vel Jthem cheimoſt ri and rigid excerciſcs. To 
ens [this end, That either thereby they may ſhor. 

'te- [in their dayes., or get aninfirm and crazy 

$ it brain ; which thing that -you may the berter 

hargunderftand, 1 will cell you briefly what hap- 

mp ned xo me at che begjnnine” of my conyer- 

In . I'did peruſe as ic happened that time, 

ures Book which in the Getman tongue, treats 

omfot the" Lives! of the Saints .; and when 1 

od, | marked 'each of them , their auſtcir- and I 

ns, | fri manner of Lite, 1 began thus co think 4 

ſes, | with my felf; thele ywere/men in this World I 

alwell ay'thou, and peradyenture did never Y 

ſo grievouſly . oftend God as thou halt dane, "1 

di-| Hereupon 1 chad a great ''mind to imitate 

the | each /of -rhele Saints jn ſomething or other, 

zy.| with -as fevere and rigorous excerciſes. 

es, | Whereby-ia a lictle time 1 contrafted fuch 

no | exceeding weakneſs, that I were even at the 

no point of dearh, But one day above the relt ir 

ad | happened, that'abour Sun-rifipg, hayiog be: * 

dt] yord meaſure continued my exercile, that | 

e, | through exceeding weaknels and wearinels, | -- 

"if | even whilR I were at my exerciſe, i] fell faſt © 

us | -aſkeepy my thought in my ſleep T heard n 

he | kind of voyce faying to me, Go to,lelf-will'd 

ns | \man; if you- kill your ſelf before your time, 

'2 | you ſhall cercainly ſufter for it molt grievous - 

' | C''2 puniſh- \ 
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IP +: aneed to take great heed that you follow him 


puniſhment, Bux/if- thou wilr ſuffer thy ſay; 
to be exerciſed/ by God , he will-do 1t-it» if 
finitely berrey then thou thy ſelf cant do; b yo 
eſpecially at the. naming of the Devil, ſucha - 
fear & terrour ſezed one me;that I ſudden 
ly waked-out of {leep , and riſmg, began to 
foreſaid exerciles raſhly,and without advic 
whetefore immediatly I hyed me:x6 a: Woe 
which was cloſe by the place' where I they 
der, to a certain old Hermite, and entreatee 
him that he would give me his advice. "The 
old man having heard me out, gave me this 
counſel, you muſt firſt tell me-what the 
manger of your Life hath been, and what 
- :have been. your exerciſes. T told him as I 
how I had read over the Lives of the Saints, | > 
&.-and: how .I had a great mind to imitate Fy 
em- Then he asked me, by: whoſe adviſe 
* -which I had done, I hag, done by no mats I 
advice but my.own, and out of niy-own,will. p 
If fo faid he, thentake'it for certain, ir was G- 
c 


che counſel. of the; Devil. Artheſe words, 
think wich my. {el-, that 1 hadadken up th ? 
were, There-I made my caſe known in or-|. 
anſwer : If thou wouldſt haye me give thee 
-were bidden , all my ſtri&exerciſes , and - 
W W id I do thus ; I confeſſed to,himy that-that 
the Devils counſel ; . and therefore you ha 
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"2 do more ; ' bur reſign and ' give up your - 
"Melf wholly to God, and he will exerciſe 


3.4 


ou far bercer, than either you or che De- 


ot, can” Therefore. according to this- old 
any mans advice, I inſtantly gave over my 


nN 
th 


JC 


hen 


exerciſes; and did with all my heart ave 


4 up my felt wholly to: God,, and left my 


ſelf in his hands , to exerciſe me as-he 
oughrmoſtfir. Truly (Mr. DoRor)1 were 
dy nature ofan ingenuous'temper,and of an 
excellent complexion, ' and'of a ſubtil-wir, 
eyely as I perceive you are;3onely in this I 
was ſhort of you, that I had not ludied 
the Scriprures, nor skilled them, which 1 
perceive you do;; yet notwithſtanding I 
was naturally inclined, with fo ſubti] and 
ſublime an underſtanding , that as oftas I 
thought fic to make uſe of it, 1 -forind 
my (elf capable and apprehenſive of very 
oreat- and high matters. © Hereby once it 
came to paſs, that by reaſon'of the ſubrilty 
of my anlefiaa Jon I began to. think 
thus with my ſelf, certainly thou art/nawu- 
rally-endued with ſo happy a wit & tower- ” 
mg underſtanding,fhart without all doubt, if 
thou'would(t ſeriouſly & intenſly make uſe 


"of :it,thoy wouldſt be apprehenſive of ſorue 


extraordinary & divine matter, concerning 
even God himlclf. - Which thoughts im» _ 
M193] C 3 mediatly - 


28 


_ ttanſcend- and; paſs; all underitanding 
' reaſon. 


The Hiftory of the Life * 
mediatly after their ſuggeſtion;'T perceive 
to be the fallacjous: Couaſe), and peflilent 


{Cer 


whe 


Advice, and Snggeſtion;' of the /Devyil 2c 


Thereupon I brokeour 1nto theſe'words, f 
miſchievous and, malignant Connſcllour, 
What: Advice is: this. that thou haſt ſug+ 
geſted to me? [Vetily if we had, fuch 
a God as could be appretiended by /rea- 
fon ; I ſhould! nd( value hin thus: much; 
After this , -ope.:morning when I was res» 
dy to,tead mozring Prayers , [I bad an-ex- 
ceedmg, vehement defire ;7 ivfomuth» that 


I. bxake forth:/i theſe wordsi,, and; faid | 
©: the Lord -' Q-Molt: mercitul:-God- , if 


it be thy bleſſed Wyl ; make me now _by 
Experience . to ; feel ſomething, : that may 
and 
But I had no ſooner ended theſe 
words , but that a vehement horrour poſ- 
ſled me, becauſe that: I ſhould dare co 
delire ſo oreat8' favour ; [and therefore 
agait ſaid ole the Lord , Ah Eternal: and 
eyer.ro be adored-Majelty , pandton I be- 
leech thee this: my raſhnels, - for it.exceed- 
moly - repents: m®.  -to* have” done this : 
And how ſhould it be O Lord, 'thatfo;mi- 


ferable an Earch-warm as Iam :-ahd ino 


by 


man, ſhould ever find ſuch a thing to, enter 
4670 his heart, :25 to'/dare to deſite fo trans 
| ſcendent 


hoy 


thre 
yer 


 " of Deffr John Thauſer. 


ile[hen 2s I know ſufficieatly, and WW con- 
vil z[vinced within my felt how yile1 am, 'ts 

O[bow many fins 1 am prone, agd how that 
or, | brough the whole courſe 'of my life, I ne- 
ſage v7 25 I ought, loved my God, or regar- 
ach ded him; bur have alwayes made my 
rea.4 elf by reaſon of fin, fo odiousin the eyes 
ch; of thy glory , chat I know very well, that 


ea. | 1 am unworthy that the earth ſhould beat _ 


ex-| me; - and therefore fince I have preſumed 
to ſuffer ſuch a defire, of ſo tranſcendent 
aig | grace to ariſe in me, it is abſolutely need- 


if ful, that my body ſhould undergo direful, 
by | 4nd ſuffer bitter things. Having thus ſaid, - 


ay| 7 ftrip'd my ſelf, neither did I ceaſe'ro 
aq | ſtrike my felf with hard firipes, ill the 
> | blood ran about my ſhoulders. Aad fo it 
(. | came to paſs , that whilelt I was revolving 
ſuch like words even till Sun-rifing, upon a 
& | ſudden an exceeding ſhining light filled my 
whole Cell, and in that light I fell into'anl 
| extafie ; fo that for a time I was deprived 
both of. my Reaſon and Senſes, Bur 
- | Oh! that hour ſeemed extreamly ſhorr 
» | unto me. And after I came to my ſelf, 
- | 1 found {ſo exceeding and ſupernatural im- 
| | C 4 preſſion 


ſuch like thoughts in my heart , and ſpake- 


| FS,” 29 
ivealtendent and excelling fayour apgrace . 
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| preſſion & ſeal of tuth uporme; that T had}. 
good reaſon to Yay with' St: Perer the:A[T ht: 
5 , Loyd; it # good for us: tobe here. |} 
7 
| 


or. (believe ir) in char ſhort hour I-did 
receive moretruth, with" more clear hght, 
and cercain- evidence ; more truth (1 ſay) 
than what either-you, Mr. DoRor,' or allf, - « 
the DoRors-in-the world can teach me, e*Þ* 
ven till Dooms-day, Bur (Mr. DoQor) 
Liuppoſe [iT have fpoken:cnough already, 
as much as concerns your preſent flare and 
condition, : | 


T of Doftor John'Thauler. yx © 
wa This following Diſcourſe, ſhows how the | 


e-] Lord was pleaſed to Convert by the 
Gd) means of this Layman, a certain Pa- 
* that lived in a far Country, It 


” ews likewiſe hor the Haly Ghoſt x- 
' ef}+ ven at thu dey doth pour forth.the | 
or) ſame Virtue and Grace, upon mma. | \ 4 
dy]. that he finds apt and well prepared 1 
nd} 7toreceive tt, that he did upon the A- 
poſtles at the day of Penticoft : Ar 
alſo it ſheweth, how this Layman did 
at large explain 'theſe things to the 
| Dodtors and how by plain and clear 
\ Reaſons he proved the DoCtor to be a 
| Phariſee, and at laſt brought himto 
"& | this, that he reſolved fully with him- 
ſelf to take a new courſe, and amend 
L  haulife. 


«71 Doft or. ' 


T'NEar Son, if thou haſt ary thing * more 

| to ſay, I would willingly heat'®t,; 

tor truly I haye been much taken with thoſe / 

things which you have hitherto diſcourſed 

6 F 
1 of .,But above al}, I intreat you again that you 
will: tay with me,*and by ro means" yet - 
Fe" | - leave; 
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leave me, IF you want _ to defr 
your-:charges, 1 willwilling T7 
—_ henk I'do pawn wn nlp ply yo þ f 

: up money: only '1  ickire you by all means 

ro thy with me. - 

"Layman. Reyerend Sir, I pr 
feward you for your proffer 4d rtelic 
coward me. > Bur I would have you'kriow 
this; that Ifland not in need either-ofyours; 
or.any-other mans: Temporal; goods, for 
: God Almighty hath made me his Sreward, 
78 and I have neer \five- thouſand. Crowas | 1 x 
: which are Gods, and I would willingly 2C 
£ ſpend then all. whereloever it ſhall be ne- try 
ceſſaty, or. where eyer God requireth them] an 
| _ my hands. m 
2 Deftor; 1 perceive then, if fo, that you | @ 
216; Steward of a very rich and munificent | «; 
Ws; But I cannot, fuſhciently, admire. at | 
jou even naw ſpake : That neicher I | « 
fot all the DoRors in the World, are able | 1 
to reach you lo much,even berween this and | } 
t 
c 
] 


Doorms-day, as you-have.in one hour lear- 

ned of God.  Ler me, ask you this Que- 
” Mon,... Did ſacred Scripture proceed and 

-- flow fromthe Holy Gholt ? 

# \Lajmay, Yes they, did without. all 
+ Joube,. and ſo the Catholick .Faith wachy .. 
OF. £h us. /to believe, Pu Mr, Doftor; is 
% Ee OST! | . : Bev q 


w + 


hoy 5 Lay 


Jr John Thauler: 33: 
fray rieverhme gar bave ſajd/ſo great things 
rh co you, and that you notwithſtandin 

axe hu "1 ſo childiſbly. Bur ſee you; 
will propound- one Qualtion to, you, 2nd 
if ROO can a.Py by Scripture or withour it reſolve 
| e you I will give you on Gods 
wr A houſa,d Crowns. 

ow | Dottor,+ Prethee good Son tell me what 
5, | Queſtion, is that, - 

or Layman. 1 would know of you (Mc, 

d, | Door) whether you can inſtruRt me. how 

9s | 1 may rice a-Lecter in ſuch a Taoguage.to 
ly | a certain Pagan living in a far remote un- 
e- | try, chat he may. be able both to: read it, 
m'] and underftand it? and how the. form; and 44 
| manner of the Letter may be-ſuch, thatthe © 
u | ſame Pagan by: the "reading of it, my * ; 

It | converted to the Faith ? Fo. 

Ct | Door... Fruly ( Son), I know: not wh 

I | to fayto this; for ich kind of works as: 

© | are even. the. works of: the Holy Ghoſt: 
] But 1 beſeech you rell me whether any ſuch, 
4 thing ever. happened unte you, . and..ib, you, 
” | did thereby underfiand by what means this 
may.be.done ?. or Wk you yout lt. 
: | were vet he that did it ? 

| | -"Ziywan No Mr. DoQor, it was novl. 
hk id it bur the Holy. C Ghoſt was pleaſed. | "Ml 
to o work { by me- an nw orchy _ | 
EIS BY 
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bes And truly much'may be aig touching this} F. | 
' matrer, bur icete tos tedjous ro'Fehearle 
all;'-for if chis whole buſidefſs ſhould be 
writes, is, would eyenfill a Vohima. 7 Bur 
+. Tſhall fell you a few paſſages, from whence 
you may colle&' the whole matrer,* Thereſ £ . 
was a certain Pagan,” a ttue hearted honeſt 5, 
man; and in his way very juſt, _ This many - 
for a. long time togerher did cry ufito Hea«| 
yeh, and daily did call upon hinq,who crea-J y, 
red both him & all: Creatures, and did'daily 
pray after chis mariner, O God, thou'Fter- oi 
nal Creator of all things,” bt hola"T 4m born | ©, 
amd" bred up in thy Country, and in the} 
Faith'of it, Bit'T perceive tht Fows have | ? 
another Belief,” arid likewiſe the Chriſtians | x1 
follow" mnother. Exith : do thout therefore''O 


Lord, who art aver all, and haſt made all - 
fling. ſhew unto” me I beſrech*thee*by ( 
Wrrver means it pleaſeth rhee, whether . 
reve" be azy othitr Paith better by truer than . 
thu in which [have been bor#” and bred, 
that [ may believt'it; and ÞwilPwillingly ; 
and rexdily obey thee, by taking upon me | 
that Belief. But if thiu ſhalt veſufe to fig- | 


nifie thus much unto me, and it ſhall haps 
en that I diem this Faith 'becattſeT' know 
wo better, ſurely thes will be hard meaſrre.” 
After the Pagan hag thus prayed, it came to 
DO; | pais 
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als: that a; Letter” was wtitten-unto Him 
rom me z'-Which:when he had read he was 
conyenee. 

likewiſe did , write back again. a Letter to 
me,: in Which he fully ſhewed hot it hap- 
pened unto - him ;' which Letter 1 will aſ- 
lure you was/ ſo: Written in our vulgar High 
Dutch,as I could very well read it... -Many 


| things. ( Mr. DoRor) remains to be ſpoken 


concerning this matter; but- you have -in 


brief che ſum of ir; - 

Dottor, Truly God is wonderfal in his 
pifts, and I will aſſure you (dear Son”) 
theſe are ſtrange and rare matcers' which 
you have told me, | 

Layman, Verily I do enough fear (Mr. 
DoGor) thac I have told you moaxe- than 
was firfor me to tell you. And to fay the 
truth; 1 do perceive that 1 have ſpoken 
ſomewhat that doth ſomerhing trouble you; 
and go againſt your Romack. For whereas 1 
am bur a Layman, and illicerate, bur you a 
oreat Dr, of lacred Divinitie z nevertheleſs L 
bave taken-upon me by way of tutoring and 
teaching, to-rell you ſo many things - It Caſt» 
not-be' but this muſt ſoriewhar oftend you: 

Doftor,. Son, if you would not; take ix 
1}, I: would tell you what doth dilpleate 
me. lf a 
Layman. 


4 


unto- the! Chriſtian ' Faith, He 


. - _ by 
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': Cayman. Afluredly I will not take it ill, 
you may ſpeak nd 

Dottor. Dear Son, I cannot” away with 
this,--but do what I caa it poes againft my 
Rqmack; that you when as you are a Lay- 
man, ſhould-teach me a DoRor 'and a Di- 
vine ;'as alſo that you ſhould call me a 
Pharilee, 

Layman, Is there any thing more in me 
that doth difpleaſe you ? 

Dettor. Not the leaſt I aflure you, that 1 
know of. | 

Layman: Will you'give me leave pati- 
ently (Mr, DoQor) to facisfie you 19 theſe 
two things, £99 

Doftor, Dear Son, . you have 'not only 
freeleave, but I again andagain defire you 
to do it 
Layman. Pray tell me ( Mr. DoQor) 
how it ſhould come'to paſs, and by whom 
was it brought about, that the moſt bleſſed 
Vugin K atherine,when ſhe was about four - 


T . 5 
\ 36 
\ , 


{core-years of age, ſhould in difcourſe and | 


diſpute overcome fifry moſt acute Philoſo- 
phers; - ſo as they did all moſt willingly offer 
chemlelves to die for Chrilt Þ Tell me 1 
lay (Mr. Do&tor) who was that" that did 
this; or who ſpake there ?. Thar'one teg- 
der Virgin ſhould oyercome ſo great Phils» 
—_—. : Dettor. 


all your mind freely, '' iP 
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+ Doftor. No man- doubts but that it was 
the Holy Ghoſt who did that. , .'.. - 
| man. Do you not believe ( Mr.\/Do- 
Rox) that the Holy'. Ghott, is as powerful 
now as he was then ? > ET" 22 
« Dofor.: Yes I dy certainly believe it. 
Layman, And. what: hinders then , bur 
that, you may alfo- believe, that che fame 
Holy Ghoſt can ſpeak to you by me aquiſe- 
rable ſinner, when as he once deigned to 
ſpeak by Caiphas who alſo was. a ſinner, 
And truly it you ſo hardly bear thoſe things 
which T have ſpoken, -hereafter I ſhall" diſ- 
courſe with = more cautiouſly. Fr 
Dotlor, 1 entrear you { Son ):do no ſo, 
for I will now. corre my {clt in this marcer 
alſo, 
man. You ſaid moreover ( Sir ,) that 
this alſo did ſomwhat gallyou, that I ſhould 
call you a Phariſee : But when 1 faid'fo 
there was then {uch an account given of it by 
me to you, that ought fully to have ſatisfied 
ou.” Bur ſth you were nor content wich 
chat ,.I ſhall again. with another Reafon 
ove .to:you , that you are more guilty it 
thar point chan I then ſaid, Surely you know 
( Mr. Door ) that our Saviour corh exhore 
us in one place, and ſpeaks in chis manner ; 
Beware of the Phariſees, for they bind hea- 


« 


of Doftor John Thauler. © «30 
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. 38+ The Hiſtory of the Life 

»y burthens and grievous t6'be born, and Lay po 2 
them «upon mens ſhoulders , but they will nor I 

" touch them with one of thery little fengers. Þ 
Now. confider and. refle& upon your lelt 4 
little: Certainly- you; did lay' upon our 
ſhoulders Twenty four Points, or Arcicles,. 
whick you your. ſelf will hardly lighdy 
touch. Likewiſe in another placez:our Savi- 
our ſpeaks of the ſelf ſame P hakifees., | All 
whatſoever they ſay unto you, thar#ep and 
do", but do not after their works, for they 
fay and do not. 1382.0 

Dottor. Thoſe words indeed the Lord 


ſpake once. x 


Layman. That's no mater, for.he ſpeaks 


the fame yet continually. Bur fee now (Sir ) 
whether you have not given us moſt excel- ' 
tent Rules and Precepts , which notwith- 
ftanding how much you-follow in your Life 
and Converſation, God knows, and you al- 
ſo are nor ignorant / and as things land 
with you at preſent, IT do willingly follow 
your DoQtine, but ſhould be very'loath-ro 
imitace your Life and Converſation ;|where- 
fore now I pray judge you your ſelf, whe- 
ther before God you are not truly a Phari+ 
ſce 31 yer not of the number of thole falſe atid; + 
impious Phariſees that deſerve Hell. ; | 
Dottor, Truly ( Son) 1 have not what 
te to 


J 
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of Doftor John Thauler. © 
#to anſwer-, but confeſs' and acknowledge 
my ſelf ro be a finner. And now I deter- 
mine to amend my life, though I ſhould 
hereby incur the hazard of death, Nei- 
ther can I any longer defer ic, but do again 
o* again Entreat and beleech you (Son) 
at purely for Gods ſake you wouldCoun- 
ſel me, how I may begin a better life , 
and that you would alſo ſhew me by what 
means I may attain the higheſt perte&ion, 
which in this life may be attained, 
Layman. It is very hard (good Sir) let , 
Jit be ſpoken under favour, to give you any 
Counſel in this matter ; for your life and 
manner of converſation which you haye 
Fhetherto led, and been nſed to, you bave by 
Floag cuſtom turned almoſt into another 
Frature. So that if you ſhould deny and 
ceaſe from me long accuſtomed manner 
Kd courſe of Tife, (which of neceflity ycti 
muſt do) it could nor be; without grievor's 
trouble and anguiſh to your nature ; eſpe- 
cially fith- you are (if I miſtake not) abou: 
Fo years of age. 
Dottor, Thereabout indeed (dear Son) 
I think is myage; But whar then ? they 
| that came at the eleventh. hour had theit 
tull-wages,and received their penny, And 
therefore rgw I am fully reſolyed and pur- 
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| The Hiſtory of the Life ba : 
$'d in mind (though I were certain theres Chi 
8 to ſufter death) from henceforward tof ton 
rura over a new leaf, to change. my courſe; bet 
and to renounce,” deny and forſake my old} io 1 


Aallacious life (that was onely given to ſpe-[| be! 


-_ 


. you, I ſhall humbly ſeek Gods help; and | 


culation and curioſities of - wit), and alſc gre 
to deny all vice, and all manner of ſenſu 

lity ; and endeayour by the grace of God, Hf 
co order my life for the future after yourf - 
Adwce and Counſel, Wherefore I moſt 
earneſily entreat, that laying afide all delay, 
you would inftru& and teach me for Gods 
jake, how I may begin the reformation and 
amendment of my life; for T cannot en 
dure it ſhould any longer be deferred or desP" 
layed. 4s. 
+ —_— Well ( honoured Sir ). fithiÞ/- 
there is ſuch grace conferred upon you by 
God , that you refufe not to humble your 
ſelf, but are willing to ſubmit your ſelf rof x 
a vile poor creature. It concerns us in the 
firſt place to give God the honour , due} « 
to him, And fith it muſt be,that I for Gods} , 
fake am to give Counſel and:Advice to} : 


that I may be the better able,.I ſhall do it 
from his. loye , and for the love of- him, 
In the firlt place,truly I ſhall begin ro teach 
you after the ſame manner as they infiruct 


Childre@ | * 


tor Tohrt Thai lex, 

1 Children at School ; _ that is, I ſhall 
ind eommead to you a certain ſpiritual Alpha- 
rſ&{ bet, - confilling of 23 Articles or Sentences, 
oo ſo many as. there are lecters in the Alpha 

| bet, with Which they begin to teach Chil- 


i po 


Mere falloweth a Golden Alphabet ,delt= 
out} © wered by the Layman to the Dector, 
that by it he might begin to mend his 
life. Frequently toread whish, and 
according to lead our lives, without 
doubt would be exceeding pr Weary 
to ws All. 
A Golden Alphabet. 
Arne; in the iſ - 5 and ſet upoh 
a good, pure, and ſpiritual life , not 
riflingly or childiſhly » burKourly, 2nd 
With a reſolved manly mind. 

Both do'good,' and ſhun evil, and that | 
carefully and diligently. 

. Conſe erve, and keep the moſt congruous 
and modeſt mean in all things. 

Diligently learn to bear about wich you, 
both inwardly and outwardly, modeſty and 
humility, 

Extirpate and utterly deny for Gods fake 


Si own will, that ſo you may remain in 
100 with God. D 2 Fer 


= ' # A 
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-Feryently, conſtantly, and fcriouſly per- 
ſeyere in God, / Y pe 


Give your ſelf with joy, fimply and flu- | 


diouſly to obey , and ſhew thy {elf willing 
and read ES murmuriag to all, what- 
EYCETL is 0 God, ' 

Hanker | not after, nor look back upon 
the world, 

Inwardly accuſtom thy ſelf to ruminate 
and meditate in thy heart, upon divine and 
ſpiritual matters, and with tears bewail 
and deplore thy former life, 

Keep conſtant guard , and couragiouſly 


«xefit the temprations of the Devil , the 


World, and the Fleſh. 


Leaving behind all temporal things, con-} 


tend with a cheerful and. yaliant mind after 
Eternal, : 
Mind alawayes to preſerve a loye to God, 
and your Neighbour, 
" Never covet any mars goods , of what 
nature {oever they be. 


Orderly make ct beſt of all things, aad 


- never turn-any thing to the worſt, _ > 


..- Puniſhment, and remorſe for fin, from 
whence ſoeyer it happen to you, whether 
from God of from Creatures, take-it kind- 

ly, and receiye ic With a ſubmiflive mind. 
* Quietly and heartily forgive all-, what 
: | cyer 


- 


of 1 Doior John Thauler. 43 
oe they be, that have offended you, or 
| done you any injury, in thought, word or. 
nd Sad. FEES l . 
"SF Retain with all poſſible diligence, thy R . 
ar chaſtiry, both of Body and* Soul. 
Seriouſly obſerve meekneſs and mildacſs 
in «ll chings, and ſtudy to be made better 
by all things, 

Take heed that without guile, hypocti- T, 
fie or fraud, you keep your Word, and ob. | 
ſerve Faith with all men ; and exerciſe your 
ny | {If in works of charity, both bodily and 
ml ſpiritual, according to your ability. 
Vigilantly take heed ,' neither in eating V 
. or/1n drinking ,» Or any other matter. you _ 
exceed due meaſure, 

X T $ + Life and DoArine revolve always X 
4 in your mind , and to the utmoſt of your 

*| power imitate it, and lead your life accord- 
Ing to it, ” ; | 

Ymportune the undefiled Virgin-mother v4 

\4 | with devout Prayers, that ſhe may be aſlt- 
ting to, you in the through learning this 

- my Inſticution. 

**  Zealouſly accuſtom your ſelf with ſevere 7, 

1. | Dilcipline , to keep under and bridle your 
will, and ſenſual affeRions ; that they- 
mildly yield -to what ever God ſhall do | 

With you, or ſuffer ro happen to you. 34 
F | | D 3 How 
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Zow the Doctor ſeon.though wot withs 
out labour, truly learn d the Alpha 
betical 1 n/litution : : How after 
 wardthe Layman taught him a nea+ 
- yer way to perfettion, Moreover, 
how theDoCtor was fan to enter u 
on ady1 "8 Lifes and therein ſo long 
* exerciſed himſelf , wad he Wo 


overcome himſelf. | jy 


Limes (32 to noW (Mr Door) res v1 
ceiye this childiſh Inſtitution 
from God, who delivereth-the ſame unto 
you by me an unworthy ſinner; | 
Dofor. To you peradyeriture (dear ( 
Son) this Infticuzion ſeems - bur childiſh ; | © 
but1 confels to you,me thinks,it is ſufficient- 
ly mag.like ; but be it what it will be, I 
am refolyed by the grace. of God 'to rake 
upon 'me rhe learning of it. "But praytell 
me!, what tirne will you ſet me ro learn 
it i. 

Layman. For the honour of Chriſts five 
wounds. which are the ſigns of his immeas 
fucable love to us, take fave weeks , that fo. + 
you may the more pertealy learg i it, Ift 
Which time you muſt be your oWn Schook- 

mabee, 


+ ho 
_— Sa. _* . 
|. TI 


«Imaſter , and enjoyn your felt ſharp pen- 1. whip 


thi nance , if you miflake and happen co fail your na- | 


Jin any of theſe Articles, or to do any thing] *<4 


an contrary to them, 2 =p 
rs Doettor, Tie follow your Counſel(Son) Rods. 


and undergo all your InjunRions, 
Now when' 3 weeks were near ſpent in 
his manner' of living , the Layma: enqui- 
red of the DoRor , how it was with him: - 
To whom the Doftor anſwered , I will 
aſlure you dear Son., I have in theſe three 

$ weeks undergone more and (ſharper pen+ 
2 Þ nance in the learning of this your Infticus 
n | tion, than in all the ſtudies of my Whole . 
g | life paſt, 

- Layman, But how is it with you now + 

r | (Mr, Doctor) are yu Skilful in the Arti- 
. | cles and Letters of the Alphabet as yet? 
: Dottor.How much ſoever I be Maſter of 
7 | it (and by the grace of God, things go well 
, | enough with me) yet I would willingly 
\ | more perfely skill it, But moreover, 
I beſeech you inſtru me further,and ſhew 
me yet more perfe& things. 

Layman, You very well kaow Sir, that 
in Schaols they never ſet boyes higher Leſ- 
ſons , till they have well leacnedtheir firſt 
Elements, | | 
Dotftor. I confeſs,” then (dear Son). T_. 
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- The Miftory of the Lifs 
ſhould be guilcy of a lye, if 1ſhould fay;{iwha 
I. have throughly learned your Alphasady 
bet. ;, _—_ 

Layman. Therefore it is more adviſed ing 
for us to proceed no further , cill you haveFyou 
perfeRly learned it, | 

Afterward, when again about 3 weeks ipe 
more were ſpent, the DoRor ſenta friend Lo 
to the Layman, to defire him to ſtep ro aw 
him, who accordingly preſcatly came ; | wi 
and the Doctor ſaid ro him, O Son rejoice | bl: 
with me, for I ſuppoſe now through tho 
grace of God, 1 am pretty pore in the Al- | yc 
phabert ; and if you pleaſe, I will willing- | to 
ly give you an account of it: 

Layman. There is no need Sir , that | at 
you ſhould ſodo ; for I doubr got of the 
truth of what you lay ; and do much con- | {« 
oratulace you. h 

Maſter. - Truly Son, with much dif. | a 
ficulty have I learned this Ioftitution ; bur *] « 
now 1 beteech you farther to inltru&t me, | 

Layman. Take it for certain Mr, DoQor, | « 
that of my ſelf. I cannot farther inflirut | « 
you, bur it ic pleaſe Almighcy Gcd farther 
by me to inſtruct you, hope I ſhall not bg 
backward to dy my belt endeavour , and, 
will be a wiling , alchough an unworthy 
infirumcar of his , by whom he may,do 
What 


"of Dales John Thialer. 


ay;{ what he pleaſe ; neither ſhall I in the leaſt 


4 giVC in, and ſupply me with, & this I will do 
c 


dvice you to any thing, but what he ſhall 
ly,& of the pure love of God,& deſire of 


VeE your Salvation. And if it ſhall happen unto 


you, as it did tothe young man in the Go- 


ks ſpel, who when he heard the Counfel of our 


nd 
ro 
G; 
ce 
be 


OF 
I 
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Lord, to fell and leaye all that he had; went 
away ſorrowful ; if (I ſay) ir ſhall fo fall out 
with you , I for my part will be folely 
blameleſs, 

Dottoy, Let not that (Son) at all trouble 
you, for I am fully reſolyed in my mind, not 
to regard at all what can in this matcer befall 
me ; but purpoſe to follow and obey Gods 
and your Counſel, a 

Layman, Well (Sir) fith you gow are of 
ſo reſolved and ready a mind : I do in the 
firſt place out of charity and the love of God 


I advile you , that by all means you remain 
| obedient to your Order, and to all your Su- 


periours ; For it cannor be but that if you 
enter upon the right, ſtraight and narrow Way, 
you will be grieyouſ]y oppreſſed and vexed; 
and that chiefly by your - Order ard Bre» .' 
threfd. . And when this ſhall 'befall you, 
firaight-ways your ſubrile underſtanding,and 
ſenſual nature, will be deviſing many things, 
and urging you to. go to the chick BUS 
0 


a Pan AY n : 
& 4 1 
0” ® > 
. 13% 
47, 


The Hiſtory of the Life 

or ſome whither, -and find a thouſand ways hje | 
whereby to ayoid this Croſs. : But herein: fc, h 
you muſt take great heed , and rather bear: },y; 
patiently whar eyer ſhall happen grieyous | 
unto you, and continually perlevere in hums 
ble obedience ; for truly the ſame way that my 
our- Lord ſhewed unto the. fore-named'F* *} 
young man, that y mult you go, you muſt Je 
rake! up your Croſs upon your ſhoulders, Jand 
and follow:the Lord and Savyiour:, and'in yy; 
ſome meaſure his example, and that with: ||| (@ 
rcue, great, and patient humility : . Further /Þ vir 
more you mult renounce and deny that a-! tet 
cute , ſubrile and pornpous underfiandivg, Þ 
which you have acquired out of the''Scri« | p; 
ptures. And for a while give oyer all read- *} 
ing , flndying and preaching, And when | þ 
thoſe 'that 'uted.to make their confeſſions ro 


and when I have well learned fo to do,.'I 
will be ready to inpart advice to:you. - And 
if they be inquiſitive when you will preach, 
you may Without injury to the truth,limply 
aad nakedly aniwer, that at the preſent you 
| ale 


( 
you, ſhall come ag4in unto you to that end, 7 
you \muft;ſhew your ſelf in (implicity ; and , 
confeſſion being made , immediatly with- } 
draw from them, ſpeaking nothing, -nor gi- þ « 
ving them any counſel , bur only ſaying, I | | 
wil} fart learn how I may counſel my elf, | 1 

! 


of Doctor John er; 
1s hte wholly taken up with another bufineſs. 
£10" Ko by this means you will by lictle andlictle, 
*AC' $alienate and eftrange your felf from men. 
us ff Dottor. If preaching be forbid me, there 
m* Jis nothing then (Son)-that I have to employ 
at Imy ſelfin : what therefore ſhall I do ? 
Layman, Beake your ſelf to your Cell, 
ſt F.1d there perform your hourly Prayers , 
'S, Jandag oft as you can, do the ſame, inQuire 
in I with others. Likewiſe eyery day , except 
h | ſome juſt occaſion hinder you perform Di- 
4 [ vine ſervice, and celebrate the Maſs, Af- 
I terward , what eyer'Gme remains, you ſhall 
>» | ſpend it in meditating of the Life, Death, and 

Paſkion, and exatnple of Chriſt ; diligently 
; conſidering how: unlike your Life is to His. 


| your Soul, think of the years , and all the 
time paſt, in which you have finfully loyed 
your ſelf , taking notice how little your love 
hath been to God : and contrary-wiſe,how 
oreat. his love hath been to you. Of theſe 
things Sir,let your ſtudy. hunibly be,for here- 
by it may ſo come to pals , that by degrees 
you may attain to true humility, and change 
your: old converſation, and antient Cuſtome 
1nto a better. Furthermore , when that time 
ſhall come , which God well knows ;' he 
Will on a ſudden change you into a new,and 
# 7 , angthex 
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another man. But before this regenerario! we 
caq be wrought in you, you mult firſt ſell alk, 4 
whatever you poſſeſs, and humbly refign alle 
unto God ; Namely, you ought wholly tc 
renqunce and deny , all your — and 
ſubcility of your ſeaces, and underſtanding % 
and whatever it be , by which you may ac 
quire: honour or delight to your elf ; and} _. 
lattly, all chat delighy which hitherto youl q.. 
have' paſſelt in your nature, and in which 
2ccording to your nature, you have fal{ly,and for 
inordinacely found reli; and with blefled} __ 
Luk 7.10 Mary Magdalertumlfly calt your ſelf mo ! 
ſtrare at the Feet of your Lord, For indeed 
you mult cotally dye to all rheſe things fore- 
mentioned, Now if you ſhall begin to ſer 
- upon'theſe things , you will render your ſelf} 
a pleaſant, and acceprable ſpeRtacle to Al-J c 
; mighty God : who indeed cannat behold | 
4 thete things without delight : and it is pro- 
_ ®* bable, he will not leave, bur will drive and 
compel you to ſuch tryals as were of old, 
thac you may ſo much the more be proved, 
and be throughly pucified as gold in a fur- 
' pace; It may be (I ſay) he will reach gut 
to you in ſome meaſure that cup of love, 
which he gave to his only begotten Sor x 
which is, that it may fo fall our, chat What- 
_Ever you do or leaye yndone, yea, and yolir 
| whole 


ſenſe 

or 
you 
and 


a) 


of Doftor John Thauler. , 51 
whole courſe of life may be diſeſteemed,and 
leſpiſed of all: and thoſe, who have hitherto 
heen Wont to confeſs themſelyes to you, rhay 
y refand 2 far off from you , as one deftiture of 
4 ſenſe and reaſon: yes,and all your friends,and 
[a great part of your Brethren , that live 'with 
a 1y ou in your Monaſtery , may be offended 
in {120d ſcandalized ar your life , and may-fay 
[one to the other, that you have taken up a 
ſirange and unuſual way of life, ſuch as hath 
WE almoſt rendred you a dolt, or foo], Where- 

fore when as theſe things'{hall happen unco 
you , fee Sir that by no means you be terri- 
ey fied, bur rather triumph in your God, be- 
cauſe your Salyation is nigh. Notwirhſtand- 
ſee | 1g your frail nature (withott doubt) will 
11 Þe ſomething terrified at this ; but do you 
ſtoutly truſt in God , who will by no means 
14 forſake you. Furthermore , when you ſhall 
be brought into this diſtreſs , it can gre” 


Tots) 
Il al 
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I be , but that at ſometime or other, it will 

3 | come into your mind , to ask and defire off 

" God, that: he would vouchſafe unto yon 

? | ſome ſupernatural conſolation, and make , 

* | youto taſte ſome (weetneſs ; which when it ” 
* | ſhall happen to you , be ſure ſuch a defire is 

»* | not from God; but from hence rather, rhar 

as yet,there is ſome pride Jurkihg in your n2- 

- | ure. For truly , it 4s great preſump:ion for 


any \ 


| | pa 
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any. to be ſo bold , as.co ack of God ſuck}? 


ſupernatural Gifts, And. therefore if this 
ſhould befall you, that you ſhould perceiy 
any ſuch deſire to ariſe-in you , inftantly 
your ſelf agaiuſt it with your whole Rrength 
and ſupreſs it with very great and humbl 
reſignation , ſaying both with hearr ane 


voice ; Ah meſt Merciful God, it doth exe 


treamly, and from the bottom of my heart 


grieve and diſpleaſe me, and T very much . 
lament, becauſe I percerve ſo great and high| 


# deſire to ariſe in me ; when as 4 clearl, 
perceive 1 am altogether unworthy of ſuc 

great gifts ; yea, and unworthy tkat the 
Earth ſhould bear me, And when you ſhall 
utter theſe words with your mouth,alcbough 
as yet you be nor ſo perfeRtly ſenfible in your 
heart ; be not much terrified : but- only as 
oft as ſuch like defires ſhall arife in you, you 
muſt puniſh your ſelf with Rods. But if net+ 
ther by ſuch means, ſuch thoughts will 
ceaſe, then endure them as a tempration, ſo 
long as God pleaſeth, you ſhould bear 
them. Finally (worthy Sir) iF-you- reſolye 
to undergo this courſe of life ; you will per- 


celve nothing more profitable to you ; then | 


that witha profound and couragious reſigna- 
tion , you humbly commit your ſelf co God- 


to all things, which ſhall happen to you, |. 


" of Dotor John Thauker. 53 
lucky whether they be ſweer , or whether they be 
thigſbirter:, whether.they delight , or. whether 
eive} they torment , ſo as, that you may be able 
7 ſee truly, to fay unto God; O moſt Merciſul 

God and moſt worthy to be adored, although 
left were thy Will, that I ſhonld remain in 

ods bis Life , and in this heavy preſſure even till” 
exe the laſt day of Judgment ; yet I would by 
arth 10 means. forſake thee , but confenyy and 
uch] ever adhere , and cleave to tee, Vetily 
igh] Sir, I ſufficiently in the Grace of God un- 
ly} derfiand , that this thought now isin your 
ch} heart, that you may juſtly inwardly ſay to 
hel your felf, that what ever hath hitherco been 
all] ſpoken by me, is extream hard and difhculc. 
oh] And therefore I before made this proteſta- 
urfſ tion, If it ſhall happen that you ſtart afide 
as | from what is propoſed to you , {as did that 
ou | Young man fore-mentioned) then I will be 
et> | free from all blame, 
ill | Maſter. It is (dear Son) very true, which 
ſo | you ſay ; and moreover this your laſt ſpeech 
ar | ſeems to me yet more hard, 
ye Layman. And yet Sir, you intreated me,to 
t- | ſhew- you the neareſt way to the higheſt 
n |. pfecfeRtion atrainable in this life, And truly, 
z- | I know no-way more ſe:ure , then that, 
d-} which leads to the imitation of che exarmple.. 
,'| of the | moſt Holy Humanity of - Chriſt. | 
17 ERA Wherefores, 
1 MN 


Wherefore I fincerely advice you , to tak 


ſufficient time of conſideration , and berake} 


your ſelf into your ſelf; and whatever by 
Divine inſpiration you ſhall underſtatid ought 
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to be done by you, that, you may ſafely ſer = 


' Upon, 


Maſter, 1 like well(Son)your coutſel,and ico 
cau 


intend to follow it : and asI ſhall be able, 
I will take heed by the aſltance of Divine 
Grace to overcome my {elf. 


What afterwards befel the: Dodtor. 


How he endured grievous preſſures 


in his nature, and underwent the con- 


. tempt of men , mſomuch that his 


ſtrength began to fail him, 


f A\ Bout eight dayes after, the DoRor ſent - 


a certain Meſlenger to the Layick,to de- 
fre him go come to him, And when he 
Was cojne/ghe Maſter faid to him : Ah moſt 
dear ſon, it can hardly be uttered, what 
fhghcings, whas-grief, what firite , and con- 
rencion , I have inwardly undergone” both 
night and day, befare with Gods aſfiftance, 


I could fo far attain , as that 1 might-over- | 
come -the Devil ,” the Fleſh , and my own .. 


Nature. But now through the: Grace of 
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"of Dofter Jol i Thauler. "7 | 


aks od T have obcained an-undanted, and rea- 
ake dy mind, and allo a true and perfe will i fo 
by ſthat 1 will chearfully (God'affilting) enter 
he ſupon-rhat way, which'you have taught me : 
ſer [2nd although (likely) ir will be very trou- 
bleſome co my Nature ,, yer that ought 
nd |teocly to be endured, neither (hall I tor chat 
le, [cxule draw iback , but--will: through the 
ne Grace of God perſevere fieady. wo conſtant 
in this purpoſed courlſe, 
| Zoran Doyoukeep fill in! your memory 
r. {Poctar) theſe Words which Tately ſpake 


or to you F 325t 
hh Maſter. Iramediately bike you left me, I 
. [carefully-Wrote:them all down. 


i Layman.I<cngratulate tO! you Sir. & hears 
Py rejoyce with you; "that you have obrain- 
ed ſo ready," ſo vigorous, and ſo undanted 
at . ſmind ; neither do I inthis leſswiſh well to 
= Jyou, than 'Þ do to my -ſelt.- Therefore riow 
 Jlafely in the Name of God begin , and bes 
| Jhave your ſe]}t manlike.”' And fo taking his 
it Pleave, the Layick departed, 
a Now | the Doctor obeying the nſtruRi« IP 
ons, and-counſel of che Layick, preſently feo..* 2 
upon the work : And- Reckowch forbore 
every thing , that be was required.to:fors 
- Ibear,.-Infto: much; that before a year was -. 
come about ,; he was. as much had in con- 
ek "hs | E (EPL 
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cempt by all, that lived with him in the Moy 1 
naſtery, as he was before had in eltee, anc 
honour ; yea; and his ſpecial friends, and ag| i! 
many ({ whether men or women) as Were 
wont to confeſs themſelves to him; finally 
all that knew him , and reſpeQed him , be 
came ſo eſtranged from him, as if they 
never ſcen\hini; which was not a little tec 
bleſome and contrary ts his nature. Morey 

over, he began to fee] much infirmity ar 
weakneſs in -his/bead , which ſtruck hink* 
with greater terrour , than all the reſi © 
Wherefore by a Meſſenger he ſent for dy 
Layman, and declared to kim, all that hag 
belallen hio1, and how that his natural W: 


firengeh began to fail : but m_ how hd 1 
f 


was no alittle diftreſſed , by reaſon of thi 

infirmity of his head. The Layman madg fo 
him this anſwer. Be aor terrified Sir, buf © 
humbly reſign your (elf ro God , and put fo 
your cruſt firmly in him. Truely , 1 hi] 40 
thereto well am pleaſed , and like matters] 
as they ſtand with you ; and indeed thingy © 
are very well with you, and will be berg 3! 
rer Without doubt; you well know;'th: Þ 
he that will find the right Way ,/'and walk ! 
therein , muſt through ſome ſufferings 2 

leaſt, and afflitions; follow the examplg of * 
Truth ir ſelf ; namely, our Saviout yell, 


mr [_ ro | ; 


Wh 


ſoh b | Anle A 


Mo: Thirefore in the lealt br fot recrified ac all, 
adj but leave yout ſelf. comlly to God ; for: ir 
ag] thus heterofote befel- me likewiſe, - Not- 

| mii withſtanding in the mean time , whileſt rhis 
oy is ou, 1864 ma diſcredy ſuc- 

(amr lng\ wg og age 
_ Py had made g7 = when 1 were 

aud in the like infirmity , a.cerrain confeion of 
I Arormatieal , Which did comfort my 
a head; nnd the like I'le pet made for you 

| Bur chis is cercala, that I alwayes lefe my 4 

NI tota ape nds to do with my Son! ot 

#7 he pleaſed, - 

Es. t how - you reach the ochet- 

wayes, & adviſe me co relieve & fuccobr my 

| feif wich bener meat, ig this my infirmity. 

| Laywan,No ran onight Six co tempt God, 

ig ſo long as you continue in this weakneſs, 
{ God doth freely permit you co help and com- 


a force your nature, & ially your head. Go 


to now Sirz& with Divine aſhftance go on xs 
you have , joyfully refipn up your ſelf 


ngd to meu nall hings,with rue & deep hiimi-: 


lity. Pur your cruſt if God, and wait for 


hag 'his grace, and whatever he then requires of 


ou, whethec it be ſweer., or whether ir be 
a. bircer, be ſute co the utmoſt of your ſrengali 
) <5 hveÞ him obedience. * As for my part, 
I: pray you for Gods ſake , take it not ill 

E 2 that 


. wm _ 
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that T can no. longet-.at this time abide] . 
with you. - For a Weighty buſmneſs, coms W 
|" Fas at this _ to bid you fare-well {the | 
if you cannot me altogether, ' ſend] 
ſome ods to that _ , and chere Ile byjwee 
found, Bur it would be far berrer for young 
if you could go. on Without the comfor: off . 
any motral creature, . uy; 9311.5 
Maſter.Dq not:(I beſeech youdear Son 
fay ſo; for indeed I cannot long want you - 
prot nan <7 
ind with yehement anguiſh , becauſe you 
now vill depart from me. Bur fith,as you ſay 
| ſoweighty a buſineſs , and which concerns 
[-- God, compels you to be gone ;- I wilkcon- 
' rent,. and reſign my ſelf, and bear your ab- 
ſence as well as I: may. 
Layman, Now: therefore Sir , fith you \ 
are brought under the Rod, and ſcourge off Y 
the Lord , to- which alſo you have offered} gr" 
your ſelf willingly ;. £1 concerns, you very | gt 
much to lead your life diſcretly,, Be care-Ipo 
ful therefore. ro-give your {elf your juſt due. | to 
"Andlet it not _diflurb you, that [you are I W| 
forſaken by Creatures, Burt if. you ſhould } gc 
want money , pawn ſome of your Books, | ne 
and borrow upon them ; but take heed:thar | th 
you ſell not one of them. Forif I be not |th 
b> miſtaken , the time will come , wheo they | P 
WV ee ud 


To». 


m o 


of Doftor John/Thauler: 
ill be all neceſſary to. you. Having thus ſaid, 


59 


ellJche Layman 5J-% 29 DoRor fare-well , 
ndideparred 5 the DoQtor in the mean time 


beJweepung tor. his _—_ » and commend- 


oufing himlelt ro Go 


_ 


A-' 


Nl 


ou 
O 


[4 


ow the Door was wonderfully viſe 


- ted, touched, and illuminated by God: 


and how the Layman returned # 
him again , and meekly exorted him, 
that he ſhould again take upon hum the 
care of 'Preaching , which for ſome 
time had been omitted, 


Hen as now the Door had for be 
V 


years together continued in moſt 
orieyous temptations, together wich the 
oreat contempt of all his Friends and extream 
poverty , inlomuch that he was compelled 
to borrow money, upon ſome of his Books, 


| which he pawned ;. and alſo had under--.. 


gone With much humility the grievous wenk- 
neſs of his whole nature Ir came m__ 
that night , which immediately goes before 
the. day celebrated for the Converſion of St. 
Pag,that a moſt grievous Tempration ruſhed 
upon him , ſuch as che heart of man cannot 
#" E3 Jmagine 


» by . os 
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, Whereby he conceived ſuch a gy 


ih ea 
weakneſs of his whole nature,that that n 


night, 


Jade 


| he was nor: able to go forth to Morning. g,., 


heart ro God, wich huge and true humility , 
being deſtitute of al] help and comfort from 
any mortal Creature whatever, And whileft 
he was kept in this weakneſs , he began 2- 
moneſt other.thiags to medicate on the paſ- 
fion of-our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thinking with 
himſelf ,* with what infinite - Jove Jeſus 
Chriſt did follow him ; and contrariwiſe, 
he refleRing upon his own life , Peg 
how unconfiderable his life was, if compare 

with the Life of Chriſt, and how as nothing 


lis: life. was, compared with the immence 


charity of Chriſt. Great contrition, and 
ſorrow for all his fins, and for all his ill 
ſpent and loſt time, ceazed upon him. So 
that with his whole afteRion , with heart 
and voice he {aid to the Lord : Ah) mer- 


Wy ciful and compaſſignate Lord God have mer- 


E7, have mercy wpon me for the abiſs of thy 
mercies ſuhe, becauſe I am not warthy that 
the earth ſhould bear me. Whileſt theſe 
words were in his heart and mourh',' deir 

broad awake , he heard with his bodily 


E8rs (yer ſering nothing) a yoice ſaying * 


nts 


Prayer; bur abode fining in his Cell, re-[,, 
figning himſelf from the bottom. of. his] 1, 


an 
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bf Dofor John Thauler. | 
uhto him, Now receive thy peace, and put 
- Hts in God; and take it for certain, 
that when he lived upon earth, that what- 
on be cured inb 


, the ſame. 
hich words 
being ended, inftantly the DoQocr fell into 
an extaſic , and was deprived of all rational 
und , inſamuch that he knew nor 
What was: done unto him, where he was, 
or Whither he was ſnatch'd, But after that 
he was reftored to himſelf, he found in 
himſelf in his whole nature, a a __ 
ower , and vigour ; ſuch as he co 

© had neyer in all his whole life time felt 
by experience before; asalſo ſo clear and 
enlighmed a diſcerning, or illuminated rea- 
ſon, as never was in the leaſt known to him 
before that time. Bar being amazed, he 
wondred with himſelf , from whence theſe 
things ſhould ſo ſuddenly happen unto him, 
and began to think thus with himſelf. 
Certainly rhou wilt never be able to clear up 
this matcer of thy ſelf, ſend therefore for thy 
Friend to come unto thee , and lay open the »_ 
whole matter in order unto him. Ando 
hedid, The Layman being ſent for, readi- 
ly obeyed the DoAor, came to him fortii- 
with ; the Door told him every thing in 
order, as it happened unto him; which 
Te” E 4 when 
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when the Layman had beard., he aid: 


How gladly, even with my: whole heart Sir, 
do I hear this news. 


God, and atc now fult couched: in the lu« 
perior powers of your mind, Know allo, 


that as heretofore the Leccer killed you , ſo 


now the ſame will quicken you,” becaule all 
the holy Scripture proceeded . and flowed 
from the holy Ghoſt. Neicher doubt Sir, 
but the knowledge of the bolyScripture will 
for the future very much profic you.now that 
you have beeh found worthy to'be illumi- 
nated by the light .of the holy Ghoſt, For 
many things now: will be made manifeft to 
you by the Scriptures , whichygere altoge- 
cher. ucknown to you before, . For you 
Khow.;,- that the holy Scripture. ſeemed to 
you, and many other Theologilts,to be con- 
trary to it ſelf in many places. | But he who 
rightly knows how to look into it, in the 


- ight of .the holy Spirit (as you hence-fors 


ward will be able to do) ſuch a one doth 


-plainly krow, how that it agreech With it 


ſelf throughour;, Wherefore now you will 
begin wiſely ro underſtand Scripture,. and 
rightly to follow the true Patretn and Exeme 
pler of Trurh,our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Now al 
{p yop mul} again take upon you the, care of 


Preaching, 


| 


I know that you have: 
firſt now cruly experienced the true grace of. 


Pre 
zjore} 


7 * of Doffer John Thauler: 
TPreaching', which tor ſome time hath been 
\[ intermicted'; that by 


J reading, and 


"I 


the Word you may 
edifie and infirut your Neighbours. And 
now the time is come allo , that you muſt 
ferch home your Books again, and tall to 
peruſing thery, And be cer- 
tain , that hereafter, one Sermon of yours 
will be more profitable and fruitful, than a 
hundred ot your formier, for thoſe that 
ſhall hear you hereafcer , will be profired 
and amended far more, than they have 
been heretofore; and that ," becauſe the 


\ Word which you ſhall hereafter ucter , will 


flow from a clean veſſel, and therefore will 
be very grateful and acceptable'roa cleag 
mind, and a loyer of God. Furthermore, 
know this that as hererofore you haye been 
by many accounted contempuble , and ap- 
peared- to them diſpicable ; 10 now you 
will appear to- them all, an hundred mes 


more amiable, and be more acceptable than . 


eyer heretofore, And now multitudes of peo- 
ple will begin to flock together to hear youz 
{o that it will for/ this cauſe be exceeding 
ood for you,to keep your {elf very humble, 
and' more carefully ro watch oyer your ſelf, 
For as you know , he that hath any oxear 
Treaſure , hath the more need carefully tg 


guard them from Robbers. And certain» 


"WA 
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ly, thoſe rapes - evil ſpirics are 

muc iphted \ and always terrified, 
boy ba as they perceive that as Almighty 
hath beftow'd upon aby man ſo great a trea- 


» ſure. And therefore be fure , they will turn | 


every ſtone,and make uſe of all their irengrh 
and cunning,to ſteal from you,or rob you of 
this Treaſure, Therefore it endiagh Ccon= 
cerns you to keep it with all care and yigi- 
lancy, But you-will be able , by no means 
better to-preſerye it, then by.a ſilent, true and 
profound humility, Finally , as chings are 
With you, \there is no more aced that for the 
future, I ſhould converſe with you, as an in- 
ſiruRer of you ; No verily, I now exceeding- 
ly deſire to be taught by you , and intend 
here to remain ſo loag, till I have heard di- 
yerſe of your Sermons. And becauſe (as you 


have acknowledged) you have felt and ex-, 


perienced a certain great power, and ſuch as 
is underfiood both in Nature and.Grace ; 1 
yery much deſire, if the Lord permit that 
you Woyld again Preach. 
e Maſter, What adyice therefore do you 
ive me, ( deareſt Son ) for I have-pawned 
everal of my Books, and have taken up upon 
them, no leſs then thicty Crowns, 
Layman. Send ſome body for them, and 
L on ( Gods behalf) will redeem them , _ 
W141 
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| of Dofor John Thauler. 
will give thee ſo many Crowns ; and if after 
ou haye redettmed your Books, any thin 

all remaih, you ſhall reſtore ic to God z fo 


the Books were brought and redeemed. 
. After theſe things, the DoRor cauſed it tg* 
be given out, and ſpread abroad, that upon 


6s 


the third. day after he intended to Preach; | 


which when it was heard, eyery body much- 
wondered; and becauſe of the novelry of the 
thing , 2 huge multitude of People came to= 
gether. The DoRor therefore when he was 
come, and faw ſo many People come ys 
ther, got up into the Pulpit, and Fomneng 
Eyes with his hood, he thus prayed to him 
ſelf, O Mercyful God sf it may be pleaſing to 
thee, grant I may Jeſteak and do, as that thy 
ll may be done in me, Pre- 


moſt acceptable will m 


' ſently after he had ſpoken theſe Words, @ 


pang of weeping without any eadeayour.of 
his;tell upon him,& he ſhed many moſt ſweet 
Tears; which continued fo long, that the 
People began to be weary of ſo tedious ex- 
peRation, So that one of the crowd ; ſaid 
with a loud yoyce ; How long (I pray Sir) 
do you intend to keep us ? Now it grows 
late, and if you will not begin, lay fo, that 
we -may riſe and go home. And when the 
DoRor himſelf did rake norice,thar the time 
was nigh palt ; he ſaid again unto the wy 


wal 


Ah Merciful Lord my God, if it be thy will 


op theſe Tears , and grant 1 may Preach, 


thu Sermon ! Which thing if thou deny mey 
I fear that thou judgeſt ,' I have not yes 
been ſufficienly derided , notwithſtanding 
fellfil 1m me all thy good pleaſure according 
to thy will, But whatever he aid, or what-: 
ever he pray'd, he nothing at all availed : but 
his Tears rather more preyailed. Perceiving 
therefore that it-was the Divine will& plea- 
fore ; he {aid to the People weeping. Truly 
beloved , it ſufficiently grieves me that you 
have been fo long in expeRation, Bur ir is, 
that I cannot. art this time bring forth one 
Word, When the People heard this,” they 
arole and went their way, Andſtcaight- 
way the fame of this paſſage ſpread ir ſelf 
through the whole City ;$0 that then again, 
the DoRor began to be laugh'd at, and to 
be had in concempr , every one faying ; See 
now we perceive as clear as ndne-day, that 
he is ark mad, and depriyed of his Reaſon 
and Sences, Whereuport. his Brethren did 
ſeverely and ſolemnly ſuſpend him from his 
Office. of Preaching ,* telling him that he 
brought upon them no ſmall damage and 
ſhame , fince by his ſingular and. unuſual- 
manner of living,he had weakened his brain. 
Among theſe ccroubles , the DoRor ſent for 
"DREW WOTE: the 
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f "The Layman , and told' him in order all chat 
vi bad betaln him The Layman anſwered him; 
cls, e of good courage (worthy: Sir) neither ler 
ve;4 any terror take hold of you # it is cetrain 


'ee {your affairs, were never-io-ſo good plight as - 
#g | now they are, for 'the' Qmnipoteat God 
"og | will have; you. wholly co be-his triend..: And 


T-' } therefore it is probable, that all then ſome- 
ut | thing of pride lay hid in your mind , which 
2 | now God hath nortfied in you ; when þe-. 
- | ing ſet vpin a high gate , after the Example 
y | of Chriſt, you were derided by men. Ard 
1 | .cruly you' ought with 4 willing mind to.ac« 
» | ceptlo greata Gifrof God;for be confidents 
: what remainder of fin; lay hid in you, is naw 
f wholly - aboliſhed and Caſt our. Wherefore 
Sir, be of good courage, and humbly bear 
with patience this your bumiliation, Neuher 
ler this ſeem co you a new and unuſual mat- 
ter., for 1 have alſo known the like befal 
others, : And take heed- that you doin no 
wiſe condemn this burden -of the Crofs, 
which the. Lord hath ſet you. But:be ad- 
viſed by-me, to retire your-ſelt from-all hu- 
mane converſe, for this fiye days, in honour 
of the five Wounds of Chriſt, Afterwards 
you may {peak with your Pryor, and perad” 
_ venture he will permit you to Preachin ſome 
Monaliry, Bur if he ſhall deny you , correat | 
4 


him 


—_— 


. 
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him that he would firſt make alt 
and give you leave once in your 


which words of the La , the DoRor 

jelded obedience willingly ; five days bein 
: nt, and leave being akon and obtained c 
the Pryor z The Door read ſo excellent a 
LeAure ro his Brethren , that did all 


and Divine DoArine. So that preſently it 


houſe , that they would make tryal of 
him once more , granting him leave 
once hore to Preach to the People. 
Wherefore chey gave order to one of the 
Brothers, who was to Preach in a certain 


the' People, that the DoRor intended the 
next day to Preach in that place. Therefore 

+ that Brother, after he-had ended his Sermon, 
ſaid ro the People, I am commanded to 
give you notice, that to morrow in the fore- 
none in this Place, the Doftor intends to 
Preach, Bur if any thing befal him like that 
Which lately happened co him , impute i in 

no Wiſe to me , ſecing 1do but what 1am 
commanded. Yet take this for certain, that 
Jately he read to us in our Covent, ſuch a 
LeQure, ſo Excellent , ſo Divine, Profount 

We 200 hs A. on be 0 « n+ Rn > A 
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\ yon of : 


al of yoii] wa 
yent, tol da 
read a LeQure to your Brethren. To all] he: 


M 
V 
te 


was concluded by them all in the Chaprter-| 


| Coyent, that after Sermon he pive notice to |. 


BY 
T| 


exceedingly admire his excellent, Spiritual} 
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tor] But what he will do before you I know not, 


if] $2d pt - 
2 to] dare t not theſe. ma 
all] heard fo Yrine, 


@)1149 


many of our fracernity 


Divine and Heavenly Do&tine, 


The -next day after the Door went to the 
Monaſtry appointed ( it was « Monaltry of 


'f Rave and Deveut Sermon, which the 
 . Doctor Preached i a certain Mo- 
naftery after bis Hllumination , con- 


cerning Chriſt rigs 4 oom of 
he Sou: and how the So: htte 


follow himim True, Modeſt, Humble 


| and Patient Re on: and how 
' Chriſt dath firſt divers wayes prove 


the Soul , and at laſt gratiouſly re+ | 


eerveth it. This Sermon may-nok 
 wnfitly be Preached upon theFeſtival 
. of ſome Virgine, it 
Behold the Bridegroom cometh, go 
'- youforth to meet him, Ma.25. 


p T is | now two years ago (if I be not » 


4. deceived Dearly Beloved) fince I laſt 
3 Oe = ng ——W iow: 2 (Senn ) . Preached 
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Senackad vacs you; andin ral aft Seiul 


mon, :I delivered to you 24 Particulars, or 
Articles. And- as: you may remember \, it 
Was my uſua} cuſtom at that time. tom! 


many. Latine Words and Sentences':in my 
Sermons, ' Which for the future I ſhall in no'þ 
Wiſe do. But when 1 have a mind co uſe. 


the Laiine tongue, I will do. it -amongſt 
thoſe who are Sitkat it that Language, and 
can undeiſtand what I have to ſay, Bur 
now for the obraining of Divine grace and 
aflitance, ler us ſay over the Angels Salu- 
tation, 


The Verſe which I have pirched upon 


for my Tex: (Dearly Beloved) and tg 
which 1 ſhall confine my {elf throughout 
my. whole diſcourſe, is this : Behold the 


Fridegroon cometh, go. you forth ta mect 
I BR. 'Bridegroom, is Chriſt Jeſus ; - the 


the Spoule;" is ; bumabe nature, We'there- 
faroal (Dearly Beloved) are called Spou- 
es of Chriſt, Fd we. ought cherefore- in 
duty to go forch to meet him,, But alas ! 
the fault-15 on our part; For the true Wa 


#$d right Pathes , which lead ——_ 


- Bridegroom , are become very delarc and | 


overgrown: And we, alas "de Inte & 


» 


' _—»” a © Px yo yu "Me l Ries — 
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T; rarely how adayes is any one found, that 


or 


ntred into thoſe Pathes. Burt there are 


it [many other Roads, in which multitudes 20 


gle, 


ny 


; 


ut 
d 
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tray. So that rarely do any now ariſe 
and go forth to meet the Bridegroom , as'I 


"0 hall God' willing hereafter ſhew you- 
iſe 


Bur now , leaſt I ſhould be too tedious, I 
will in filence paſs over. Bur whereas we 
are all called Spouſes, 'I mult firſt lay © open 
what behoyeth every Spoule to do, that ſhe 
may go forth to nicer hee Bridegroom, 
Firlt therefore, it is the duty of every bds! 
ful Spouſe, to be baſhful and modeſt, 


to avoid all things that may offend- 5. 


mes men? as for example, ſuch as the 
vain glory of this fallacious and i reward- 


ing world, pride, enyy, and other common 
{fins of the world : Alfo, all the pleaſures 


of corrupt nature , whether it "be in ptofic 
or idleneſs, of in afy other things whatever,” 
but what are upon a true and rational ac= 


count neceſſary. 
ath rejeRed+ ſuch and che like thines for 


the love of her Bridegroom , then ſhe 


beginnerh ſomewhat to pleaſe her Bride - 
wet S$6cond]y ,. If thou wilt yer more 


pres 64 bumbly-bow and ins. 


| ny be s kt, and offer Ga, er Who ſelf 
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nats him, ſaying both with heart and voice, [e,k; 
Ah moſt ſmeet Lord and Bridegroom , thou [Th 
knoweſt the bearts of all; therefore I do my 
with my whole heart profeſs unto thee, that fo y 
I will freely and with a willing mind do all {rhe 
whatever I ſhall know or be able, which thou Jcef] 
reaching me , I ſhall ſee to be acceptable cer, 
and pleaſing to thee, neither will I ever defy + 
part from thee, but perpetually and with all Yfgr 
. my might cleave wo thee, When there-Jgri 
fore the Spouſe hath thus berhrothed Þ;he 
her ſelf, the Bridegroom now wroing is 
his face, to her begins to behold her, and; 
commands that ſome rich Jewel be given z,j 
her; you will ask me what Jewel? 1 an- 
{wer,ſuch an one as this, namely, That ſhe 
be ſuſſeecd to be exerciſed both inwardly & 
outwardly with divers temptations, as his 
manner is to. do With all his ſingular and Jan 
choice Friends, Then it falls out, - that if Yhe: 
the Spoule be yet ſomewhat tender and deli- 
licate,ſhe ſtrait addrefles her {elf ro herBride- 

groom, ſaying, Ab my moſt} merciful 
Lord,, theſe are exceeding ſtrange anal 
 wnrſual, things, and too too Aa ſuch as 
4 never felt the like, and they make me go 
greatly fear, how I ſhall be. able to beax | 
them, and ſubfiſt under them. Wherefore [ | c; 
earneftly entreat thee, moſt dear Lord, tos ip 
| take 


/ 


( 


of Deftor John Thauler, — 5; 
Exiftake off this burden, and free me of it; 
{The Bridegroom anſwereth her : Tell me 
do my beloved Spouſe, doth it ſeem equitable 
4 Ito you, that the Spouſe ſhould fare better 
s/ifthen her Bridegroom, thou muſt firſt of ne- 
o \ceflty in ſome meaſure follow him, . And 
UE certainly it is altogether comely, juſt and al- 
ſo tollerable; that the Spouſe ſhould endure 
«ll ſomething, at leaſt for the Jove of her 
©-IBridegroom. When this the pleaſure of 
ed [the Bridegroom is made known, the Spoule 
'S is ſtricken wich terrour, and trembling, ſaith | 
'G-Jto the Bridegroom, Oh! my Lord and 
DI Bridegroom, 1 beſeech you be not angry with 
a= ge ; 'for am now ready to obey thee; 
he [Therefore ſufter what thou pleaſeRt to fall 
& Jupon me, I will through the aſſiſtance. of _ 
USFthy grace, bear all for thy ſake , willingly 
ad Jand contentedly;, When the Bridegroom 
if J hears this, he conceives 2 greater love 00 his 
li Spouſe. And therefore beftows upon: ber , 
et. a more cxcelleat gifr, namely, that all 
r performances, exerciſes, wayes, and all 
ſer works, yea, and at leaft whatever ſhe 
| does or leaves undone, although. chey be all 
good in themſelyes, yet they (eem to her felt 
wholly unſayoury. Furthermore , ſhe ac- 
counts: her'- whole time loſt , whatever ſhe 
ſpends irabour, Gough, that which ſhe oc 2 
| | 2 * "I 
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"Why is it molt ſ{weer Bridegroom, t 


"not poflibly undergo. It, bur it will coſt 


. ar leaſt in ſome things at firff follow hi 


lon, and- every way fitting, that the Spouſeſ y 
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be good ; and that in all ſhe offends theff qc 
Bridegroom , and continua]ly fears that afs ,f 
ter this liſe ſhe ſhall ſuffer grievous puniſh (4; 
ment for all. Furthermore , this gift | 
oranted her, - that ſhe be had inderifion byf'$ 
moſt, and that her whole life and converſa 
tion, as meer .folly be vilified and ſet «t 
naught by men. But by this means the 
Spouſe becomes much weakned in her n 

ture z ſo that ſhe thinks every hour ſhe 
ſhall dye no other death, And whete 
ſhe is yer tender, faint-hearted, and fearfu 
ſhe is exceeding terciftled, Wherefore ſhe 


earneſtly calls uporher Bricegroom,Ouag fi 


leayeſt m2 in this fad condition , when thor 
notwithlianding knoweſt full well that I can 


-my_life. The Bridegroom anſwers her, 
Why how now my choſen Spouſe, if thou 
wilt'go forth to meet the Bridegroom , it is 
equirable and congruous, that thou ſhouldfi 


and. travail part ofthe journey he —_ 
Whereas) therefore. the Bridegroom ſuffered] 
death for the love of his Bride, and;endured} 4 
molt direful corments,and innumerable pains 


35 years 5 think you it not congrapusto rca- V 


allo 


” 


of Doffor John Thaulce. 

theſ alſo out of love ſhould endure ſome hazard 
all .f death,Certainly,if your loye were great & 
M4 faichful coward your Bridegroom, it would: 
- Uh cafily (hut out all ſuch hone Took you, The 
'Spouſe fearing,ſuch or the like,anſwers from 
{ay the Bridegroom, is ceaſed upon with excece 
_ ding great fear and ſhame : and ſpeaks thus 
i from her moſt inward bowels, with heart 
and mouth to her Bridegeroom. Now moſt 
J loving Bridegeoom , I fully underſtand that 
I have done unjuſtly and evilly: and lam 
even overcome With fear,and do grieve truly 
Eg with my whole heart;becauſe I have not re- 
agy fioned my {elf faithfully unto thee, eyen un- 
ou to death, And behold, hence-forward 1 
"ou commit my whole ſelf to thee; That what-; 


Ty 


any eyer thy will and pleaſure is, the ſame may + 


be mine , whether it be ſweet or whether ir: 
rf be bitter , whether it be health or whecher 
"uy it be ſickneſs, whether death or life,or whar- 
It 15] eyer it be that thy pleaſure is ſhall come up- 
dfi on-me , 'ſhall be welcome to me, And to 
# for the future, I Wholly renounce my own 

will; and ſo ſurrender and offer. it up to 
red] thee, as never-more hereafter to re-call it or 
red} qefirer,., | 


\ 


10s T howalfs. moſt merciful Bridegroom, do 


ea-f with m2"@{nful- wreech , whatever. thou 


F "e 4 " - x "o _ , wa 
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uſeſ wilt, both ini Time ard in Eternity, Foras: 
| much. 
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much as of me is, I plainly underflagd al | 
I am unworthy that the x tory ſhould bear. 
me. When now the nrgan 0a perceives 
ſo reſolved,ſo conſtant & perteR a Loy in his 
Spouſe; What do you think he doth to his 
Spouſe ? Even this, NM. mercy on her; 
but how you will as Whip thus ? He 
will chen firſt reach out to he. an exccllenc 
and glorious Cup , namely this, That over 
and aboye all the preflure$, cemprations 
and ſtraights in which already the 1 is held, 
he permits that far more, and far more grie- 
yous then ever ſhe ſuſfered before to fall 
upon:her, The Spouſe by this time undexr-} #1 
flanding this to be the pleaſure of her Bride-j Þ 
groom , ſuffers all wil ingly and freely , for} 1 
che. love of him. And bowing her ſelf} * 
bumbly to her Lord, faith ; Eyen thus moſt} 2? 
dear Bridegroom is it moſt fitting and meer, | © 
2 that nvt whar I will thou Chouldit will, bur} Þ 
7 ' What thy Will and Pleaſure is that I ſhould Þ © 
19 will, Wherefore for thy ſake, I will freely | © 
- and with a willing mind take off this Cup, | © 
and receive this oife of thine, let it rorture | © 
t 
| 
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and afflict my nature as much as it will ; 'ne- 
yertheleſs, I accept of it as at thy hand. 
Whilelt therefore the Bridegroom in his E- 
ternal Wiſdom bcholds this will and refolu- 
£jon in his Spouſe ; Ae is rendred oy 


| 
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of Dodtor John Thauler, © 


| meaſure dear unto him. So that even out of 
ear] ſuperabundant love, he permits her to ſuffer 
through her whole nature by the ſaid Cup of 
ious afflition given unto her , until ſhe 
ronghty wi and cleanſed: from Ul 
I fins, and imperfeions, But then 
he faich unto her. Ariſe now my beautiful 
and comely Spouſe , for now thou art all 
fair, and po be is no ſpo tinthee and with- 
all looks upon her fo eniably, and kindly, as 
is far above all Expreſſion. 
After this the Eternal Father of the Bride- 
groom cometh alſo ts the nuptials, and joy- 
A ly faith to them : Ariſe quickly make 
It is cime, that they be led tothe 
or | Temple, and joyned together iv a marriage 
elf a e. And taking both the Bridegroom, 
[lt the Bride , leads them both rogether to 
7 che Temple , and joyns them mutually ro 
ur} himſelf, and with @ (trong and great, a mi». 
d | tual nuptial love doth couple and bind them 
ly one to che other ; that neicher in time, nortn 
p, | <teraity can they Ever more be put aſunder, 
re | or ſeparared one from the other. Now whilſt 
.. | theſe: Nuptials are celebrating, the Son the 
|. | Bridegrom faich co his Father ; Frernal and 
- | maftloving Father, whom will i ic pleaſe you, 
- | ſhall be our Cup+ beater , and Comprrolier 
of Out ary fea Feaſts ? The Farher made #f- 
Fy | FE + lwer, 
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his 
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ſwer,*and ſaid : This office and buſineſs be-þ 
longs to the Holy Ghoſt, and he ſhall be 


the Governour - of the Feaſt that day. Pre- 
ently without any delay , that Magnificenc,, 
Heeheſt , and. Moſt adorable Cup-bearer 
gives the Spouſe to drink , and take oft ſuch 
an overflowing Cup of Loye, that ſhe is 
wholly overflowed, \and drowned in Chari- 
ty ; and altogether flowes forth,aad is difſol- 
ved, and melted into her Bridegroom. And 
falling into an Exftafie, ſhe becomes ſo drunk 
even with ovet much Love ; that ſhe looſeth 
and forgerterh her ſelf, and all other Crea- 
tures, both ſuch as ane in time, and ſuch as 
are in Eternity, For truly (beloved )gyho- 


ever artaineth to theſe nuprials,the ſame then 


fiſt is arrived at the very crue folemnity of 
Joys indeed , and of Eternal nuprials, And 
whoſoeyer is made {uch a Spouſe, ſuch a one 


1s become a true Worſhipper ; adoring the. 


Father in Spitit and Truth : and the ſame 
hath found: peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 
For verily in theſe nupuals there is joy upan 
Joy 2 as alſo.there the peace is greater ,, and 
Trwmphant joy more abundant in one hour, 
thea all Creatures whether in time, or-4n 
Erervity can make, For the joy, which the 
Spouſe here takes in her, Bridegroom,and re- 
ceives from him, is ſuch, and ſo great, thar 
ago LO 
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F go Reaſon, no Senſe ean 
I it, atrain to it, or be capable of it, Ax theſe 

| words, One cryed out with a lond yoyce : Ir / 
| is'trae; it is true, it is true, And immediatly 


_"_—_ Ole Joke apa 8 | 
ſſibly underftaad 


fell co the Earth,as if he had been dead. Ar 
which ſight,a certain Woman ſpake aloud to 
the Door, give over Maſter DoQor, or elſe 
this man will give up the Ghoſt in our arms. 
The DoQor anſweared ? Well. dearly be- 
loved, if it ſeems good to the Bridegroom to 
take away wich him this Spouſe , we ought 
willingly to leaye ber to him. But be ye {- 
lent a htdle while, for 1 ſhall even now make 
an end, _ 

Lepus all (1 beſeech you, dearly beloved) 
let us all with one conſent lift np our voyces 
unto Heaven, unto the Lord, imploring his 
mercy. For truly, it is a thing extreamly to 
be bewailed by us, that we ſhould be made 


- ſuch Fools; ſo dull, and ſortiſh ; "as thar, not» 


wichſtanding we are none of us ignorant, how 
we are all called the Spouſes of God yet 
ſcarce one of us, or very rarely, hath the 
courage to hazard his Nature, in manfully 
following the Bridegroom, unul he be found 


worthy to be made partaker , and tafte by 


experience ſomewhat at leaft of che wonder- 
full'and molt pleaſant ſolemnizanion, of chele 


ſupream Triumphs, and moſt happy ouprials; 
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Verily, in theſe latter times there are but few 
ſuch found , as do in cruth go forth to meet 
[6 che Bridegroom ; ſuch, as of old time there 
were many. Wherefore ic — con= 
cerns. every one , to examine, and ſer; 
and diligently to try himſelt ; and to have a 
vigilant care of himſelf : For now the time 
draws near , -and is eyervat the door, when 
the greateſt part of men will indeed have 
Eyes , and yet fee not, and Ears , and yet 
hear nor. 

Wherefore now, my dearly beloved,come 
on, Jer us all do our utmoſt endeavour to 
come to the experiencing of theſe moſt plea- 
fant, 8 even too too happy ouprials. Mkshac 
I may purſue my purpoſe, & come to a con- 
cluſipn ; After that the Bridegroom and the 
Bride are gone aſunder, 8 withdrawn each 
from other, & the Bride again coming to her 
ſelf, perceives that ſhe is yet left in this me 
of exile,ſhe faith to her ſelf, Ah me miſerable 
wretch, am TI here again? And begins to be 
| ſomewhat ſad, But ſhe is now ſo modelt, fo 
"0 ſunk into the depth of humility , and finally 
| _ fo perfeAtly, and fundamennally reſigned to 
her Bridegroom,chat ſhe durſt in no meaſure 
think of the injoyiog , or defiring bis com- 
pany, for ſhe very well knowhs, thatthe is 
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of Defor John Thauler, 
the Bridegroom negleRs not ever now and 
then to have an Eye upon his fair beloved, 
and deareſt Bride , knowing full well that 
none.can comfort her but himfelf,, And now 
in the winding up of my Diſcourſe , let me 
give you this caution (dearly Beloved.) Let 
it not ſeem ſtrange unto you , what I have 
ſaid unto you touching the Diſcourſe, which 
the Bridegroom and theBride have with one 
another, Certainly no man can belieye, 
except he have had experience of it; what 


(trange kind , and unheard of Diſcourſes the - 


Bride hath with the Bridegroom; Neverthe- 
leſs the Holy Scriptures alſo oft make men=- 
tion, how a loving and deyoted Soul Diſ- 
courſes with the Bridegroom, and in ſuch a 
manner , that her words hardly will bear 
ſenſe with them, Which alſo ſometimes 
happens even at this day ; namely, that the 
Bride uſeth ſuch expreſſions to the Bride- 


groom, that it aty one heard them, he would 


certainly ſay, ſhe were cither drunk or 
mad. * But I fear ( Beloved) I am' too 
tedious, | 

God therefore and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
the crueBridegroom grant, that we may be all 
made ' his true Spouſes, and be able to go 
forth to meet him in true and great Humili- 


ty, and deep and perfe& refignation of our 
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ſelyes to him, to the Praiſe and Glory of the: 
| Almighty God, Amen, | 


Of certain wonderful Things, which be- 
fel ſome upon the H earing the f ore- 
going Sermon,which afterwards wers 
underſtood. From whence -we may 
take nottge , How. great things Goa ' 
worketh: by fit Inſtruments 5 namely 


by the Sermon of any o A 
E Mans ,much mare then bY 
* .. of an hundred others, >. \ 
HIS Sermon being ended, the Maſter 


A A. wentinto the Temple , diſpatched. Di- 

+, vine Serfice , and #dminiſtred the Holy. Sa- 
"£0 erament of: the Lords Body to very many 
+ ©. . good men. But in the Garden of the Mo+ 
© naſtry ,- there remained fitting above fourty 
men. Which thing the Layman had taken 
notice off, And when the Sacrament was 
ended, -coming to the DoQor , he told-him 
of 1t+* and Taking him with him, led:/him to 
r4< place, where he might ſee it. Bur in the 
mean tire , whilſt the Matter was/2d nin- 
firing the Sacrament , all were riſen, except. 
twelve, whom they found ittting here Gil 
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of DoBcr John Thauler. 
When the Maſter ſaw this , he faid tothe 
Layman : Dear Son , what ſhall wedo to 
theſe men ? Then the Layman went to them, 
and touched, and jogoed them one by one, 
but they felt aothing , and ſeemed to be no 
otherwiſe then dead. At which the Maſter 
did-nort a little wonder, for he had neyer ſeen 
any ſuch thing in the leaſt-before. And ſaith 
again to the Layman ; Think you San that 
thele men are dead ? The Layman ſmiling 
faid, if they be dead, it is the faulc of you, 
and the Bridegroom. TS, 
Maſter. It the Bridegroom have a hand 
with me.in the buſineſs , we ſhall eaſily find 
a Remedy for this evil. a 
Layman. \Y ou need notat all doubt Sir, 
but thatall theſe men ſhall live yer in time ; 
and I could wiſh, that you Wouid. ipeak to 


the Holy Virgins of chis Monaſtery , that 


they would cauſe them to be carryed with- 
in the ficſt Cloiſters of their Monaltery, to 
ſome warm place, lealt by: reaſon of the 
damp ground they ſhould catchharm, Ae- 
cofdingly it was done ; the Virgins very 
modeſtly commanding them to be carried 
igto-warm Rooms : and they told the Dos 


Ror:;: that they alſo had one of their Siſters PF 3 
"Tapped into an exſtafie , andlying upon+her E 
:Bed, whither they had carryed her as one 


dead, 
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© The Hiſtery of the Life 
dead, The Maſter anſwered then, I beſeech 


you (Beloved) be not troubled at this thing, 
but when = of them comes to themſclyes, 


oiye them (if rhey will rake it) ſore kind of 


warm broth. The Virgins anſwered him, 
' Thatthey would willingly do. And fo the 
Door together with the Layman departed, 
and weat together to the Doors Cell : 
Where the Layman faid to the DoQtor, 
What think you, Reverend Sir, did ever the 
like matter befal you fince you were born ? 


you 'ſce now , what great things God doth | 
work by a fir Inſtrument. And I doubt F 


not, but very many more will be ſenſible of 
this your Sermon, and what was done at it ; 
For they will tell one another. Wherefore 
I ſhall like ir well, if you pleaſe , thar you 
would luffer theſe your weak Sons and 
Daughters to relt a while. For truly , this 
Sermon Will find them work enough for a 
long” time. Bur I yerily think many would 
reap much benefit , if you wauld likewiſe 
( God permitting ) Preach to the ſecular 
men. For now during this time of Lent, they 
will more readily run to Sermons.. And1 
believe, very many will flock cogerher the 
more., becauſe of this Sermon, which'you 
preached to day. "20 
Mafter, If you adyice me to it ( dear 


Son) I will willingly follow your counſel, 
'And.( as I remember ) this next Sabbath 
day, is the Feaſt of the Virgin Gay- 
trude. 
Laymar, And pray what is the Golpel 
appointed for that-day ? 
| er. It is concerning the Wonith 
taken in adultry, and brought to Chriſt, Bur 
whatever the Goſpel be for chat day, I in- 
tend not to ſtick only to that; Bur will eafily 
take from. thence ſome ſentence or other, 


'Þ' which ſhall be the ſcope of my whole Ser> 


{mon '; and from it 1 will take occaſion as 


T Divine Grace ſhall aflit me, to ſer before 


| Mens Eyes their fins and Intquities. Neither 
do I much care, what becomes of me for ſo 
doing, - Though I eably ' believe that firſt 
this will be my portion ; my Brethren will 
do what they can to expel me our of the 
| Monaſtery ; forI am reſolved neither to flat- 
rer them, gor any body elſe : bur will imp! 
ſpeak the naked truth, as the Lord ſhall eg- 
able me: neither will I balk that, though 1 
ſhould be therefore to ſuffer death, -- -- + :// - 


Layman. Truly ( I believe Sir ) for theſe 
ewo or three hundred years, or mote by; paſt, 
there hath not been ſo much need, to ſpeak - 
the naked Truth (imply and ſeriouſly; as now 
in theſe out days. Wheretore be not at all 
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moved with whatever can 66H For if . 
you be not ſuffered to abide here, you may 
be ſome where elſe : and whereſaever you 
be, God will in no wiſe forſake you. The 
Maſter therefore gave oxderto one, that at 
7 end of his Sermon he ſhould give notice 

the People, that he intended co Preach the 
next Sabbath-day,which was conſecrated to 
St.Gartrude. When that day came, a very 
oreat multitude of Men of diyers ranks came 
rogether,to hear the Doors Sermon. Who 
coming at the time appointed ; Thus began 
his Diſcourſe, 


A Sermon of the Doftors Preached to the 
D- e, tnwhich he fowp'ly reproves 


VV Hat ſhall-I fay , or where ſhall I 
begin my Diſcourſe (Dearly Belo- 
yed) ) ſeeing * tis obyious to eyery Eye, how 
ill it is with-us in many things, and unleſs 
we amend our Lives , undoubtedly things 
willgrow worſe, and worſe, and more dan- 
 gerous ? Bur before I enter upon my Dil- 
courſe, 1 earneſtly beg this of you all ;/ chat 
none of - you would *ake chat gricyouſly, 
which Iſhall ſay unto you, For truly; It'1s 


| 


more e needful a at this time to ſpeak the Txuth 
: OW 8 
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| of DoBter John Thauler. 
plainly , and openly , then jt hath been any 
'time theſe two or three hundred years , or 


upwards, Whereupon I have reſolved with, 


my {elf to reprove the Faults of us all in 
_— , and got at all co flatter any man ; 
t Without any daubing, obſcure gloſles; or 
comments, to ſpeak fimply and nakedly, 
whacteyer the Lord ſhall teach, or ſuggelt to 
me : being ready for the-Love of God, to 
undergo any thing that ſhall be laid upon me 
for this cauſe, But if I ſhall be hindred by 
the ſhortneſs of the time, to finiſh now-whart 
I have to ay, I ſhall at another time (if i= 
berty be granted me) 'make an end of it. 
Truly, 1 have purpoſed to handle ſo many 
things, in this Sermon , that I will neither 
meddle with the Goſpel for the day , nor 
ſpeak any thing of bleſſed Gartrade,to whom 
the day is conſecrated , nor mingle any La- 
tine ſentegces in my Diſcourſe, thar fo I may 
have the longtr time to ſpeak whar I intend, 
I haye only taken for my Text a Verſe or 
two out of this diys Goſpel , upon which I 
will only iafilt, The Words are theſe; - 
The Phariſees bringing a Woman "taken 


1217 eAdultry ro our Lord, ſet her in the midſt, 

'and accuſed her, that (he ought to be ftontds' 
{The Lord ſaid unto them, He that 1s with- 
ont: Sin anng you , ler him caft the firſt 
{fone G 
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When they heard chis, they wefit one af- 
ter another out of the Temple.  Verily 
(Beloved) ifin rheſe our days,our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ſhould ſpeak the fame Words to us 
Chriſtians; I verily believe, very few of us 
could remain behind, who ought not to go 
forth. And leaſt whilſt I am aro 
others for their faults , I ſhould ſeem to pals 
by my own,and the fins of our Order ; I will 
begin with my ſelf , and my Brethren , the 
Preachers and Confeſſors. How many think 
you of us, would-ftay behind upon theſe 
Words of our Saviour, who being conſcious 
to chemſelyes of no fin , would-naghe com- 
pelled ro go forch ? Truly we are called, and 
accompted poor , and live upottthe; Patri- 
mony of - the Crucifix , that is upon the 


Almes of the faithful, But how worthily in 


all rhings we anſwer this our calling , the 
Lord knows , and the Devil knows. Truly 
I fear there are yery few among us, who in 
hearing confeflions do purely love God, ard 
aim at his Glory : Of which thing this is 
an eyident Argument, that for rhe moſt part, 
we are more ready to hear the confeflions of 
the-Rich , than of the Poor, And that this 
is fo , is plain by this. If any ſuch of us be 
taking the confeſſion of any Poor man ; and 
word be brought us that ſucha Lord, or 


tuch | 
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ſuch a Lady is come , we preſently ariſe in 

haſt , and Aſniffing the Poor man, hie-us 

us away to my Lord , or to my Lady, And 
uSIwhy is this ? but becauſe we are covetous, 

us Band loye honour, and are tickled, if we can 

g2 make our braggs, that more Lords and Las \ 

's dies make their confefſions to us , then to 
1$ Fothers : in the mean - time we make mention 
ill fof the Poor Saints, But how, and in what 
he [manner we behave our ſelves towards thollf 
nk FRich ones , God the righteous Judge. 
le knoweth, Ceriglaly It is our duty to teach 
us Fthera the way of Truth, and uprightaeſs,and 
n-Jin what manner they ought.to lead their. 
nd Flives ; and not', when they deſire to have 
[i- their wicked -and ualawtul cultomes in- 
he Jdulged, and-permicted, ro frame and invent 
n'Imany ſubtil Gloſſes,and ſhifts, and cell then 


IS like fins may be induJged,or perrnitte JD 
'@ [ther is thisany other than the inyentionew 
of [council of the malignant one. 


1s |(m Beloved) thoſe of us, as are ſuch 
be fel 


urs , do ſhew unto you not the wayof EO, 

1@ [truth, bur the way of perdition': and {o 

or. lwe-fult cun- head-long into the Pic of. eter» 
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bur ſpeak the Truth, Nay , rather I will 


The Hiſtory of the Life 
nal perdition, and then allo lead you alofig] (ag 
with us into the ſame; there is onely thy] hef 
difterence,that we ſhall be thruſt lowermokt ff gr 
and you caſt upon us into thoſe pour . 
though ye rich men are not ſo deeply pl 
oed 1nco thoſe pains as we ; yer your cor 
dition ſhall not therefore be the better ; fee- 
ing your own Reaſon , and Conſcience of- 
ten tells you , that we in no wiſe ſhew unto 
you the right, and fate way, Furthermore, 
We in duty ought alſo (beloved) when we 
are in che Pulpit , to preach uato you the 
right way, and in few words, without ly- 
ing and glofling , to ſhew unto you the very 
truth, - Which if it ever were needful to do, 
is now much more needful, But alas! he 
moſt of us, are too too fooliſh , and co» 
wardly , and ſtand more in awe of mes, 
than of God. Now the reaſon of this is,| 
that ia theſe our times , matters are come 
to that paſs , that if any of us will ſpeak 
the very truth, he will hardly be tollerated} & 
almoſt in any Monaſtery, nor ſuffered to 
Preach : and preſently another. fhall be pur 


into his place, Who will reje&, and confute] 


Whatever the former hath ſaid. 
Truly (Beloved) things are not right a-| jj 
mong us; therefore I will not be partial, 
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of Doflor Jahn Thauler; 
ofigh (as the Lord ſhall enable me) ſimply ſer 
before all our eyes in general, of what face 
oft, or condition ſoeyer we be, our vices , and 
ul failings : let what will befal me therefore; 
11 will endure it all willingly, for thebye of 
my Lord God. He of you (Beloyed) 
who is without (in, (if there be ſuch a one) 
Ot-f let him caſt the firſt Rone at them I have 
neon mentioned, - What I have hitherto ſpoken, 
oIel may, at the firſt view, ſeem as if T had onely 
Wel aimed at my Brethren of our Order, But 
the my intention was nothing leſs, than onely to 
ly-[ mark out them : bue my reproof was dire- 
cry} ated againſt all thoſe , together with our 
do, ſelves, who hear confeſſions , and are 
theſ Preachers of the Word : ,whether they be 
co*J Paſtors, or Prieſts , or F ſome Religious 
'® ,j Order., of what rank foeyer they be, ro 
15,] whom the aforeſaid Authority is commitced, 
M*} and given: To allthele (I would haye 
ak you to underſtand) was my diſcourſedire- 
red Red. Here now I ſhould {ay ſomething of 
Of the Biſhops and other Prelates of great Au- 
Put thority, and Power, who hold many 
rel Churches, But I ſuppole here is not any one 
preſent. Nevertheleſs, \ealt any ſhould 
©* | think, that if 1 paſs over theſe in filence, I 


al.| do irfor fear of them ,-ot. upon ſome other 
all conſideration, asf T would flatter, and ſeek 
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.yo wonder, if 
become a prey for Wolves, But what need 


liviogs are Gods , agd his Almes , which of | 


The Hiſtory of the Life 
to curry favour ; * I ſhall (I fay therfore 
fay ſomething of them : . and there will not 
be wanting ſome, or other it may 'be,rhat will] 7 
eo and tell them what I fay ; -which thing 
I ſhalſhet at all miſlike, nor be troubled: at, 
Certainly, in what Province ſocyer any Bt: 
ſhoprick 15, the Biſhop is the Paftor of that ſar 
Province, how far ſoeyer the bounds of bis 
JuriſdiRion or Dioceſs extends, He is, 1 fay| &* 
the Paſtor ,, and Head of his Biſhoprick , th 
and that, for to feed his Peoplez and to 

take all vigilant care, thatthe whole Flock 

committed to his charge , be trained up 1n 


th 
wW 
ſh 
th: due obſervaticn of Chriſtian Religion,and - 
ſt 


Chriſtian Ordinances, Bur alas ! when as 
now for the mo 


art the Paſtors are blind, 
cir ſheep go altray , and 


I uſe many words, when you eafily percciye 
WhacI tincat? I fear truly, that many of 
our great Prieſts, and potent Prelates, who 
hold at one time many Churches, are like* 
wile held and cntangled chemſelyes in many, 
and grievous fins; and are ſometimes even. 
Worſe than thieves, and robbers ; -for theſe 
onely rob men of their Goods , ! but theſe 
wicked, and unworthy Prielts,rob ahd phun- | * 
der even God of his Goods ; for all Church | * 
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of Dofor John Thauler. 93. . 
Sre\ {right he hath given to none, but to ſuch, as 
oth arc careful to ſpend them in his ſervice. But 
:11} When it comes to paſs, that ſucha Prieſt lo- 
ing det with many Churches, dyes, what kind 
at $of Will and Teftament Jeaveth he to his 
Biz | Heirs ?  Verily, a lamentable one; for the 
ſame way,which he walked in himlelf,doth 
bis] he ſhew unto his Heirs, For his Heirs 
greedily catch his Goods, and haſten with 
"| them to the ſame place of Perdition, whi. 
ther he is gone before, Ar leaſtif they dye 
xck without Reſtitution, I am not able in « 
ſhort Diſcourſe to expreſs, how dangerous 
nd their eſtate and condition is. But /et him 
who is without ſin among you, caſt the firff 
id, | fore at ther, 

_. And now in the next place, IT muſt have 
ea] > word to the Secular Prieſts , of infert- 
our rank ; many of whom (I fear) do too - 
of | 400 finfully, and dangerouſly lead their lives: 
ho | Plainly , whatever Prieſt follows the courte 
of Gameſters, and Fornicators, {ſuch a ons 
y is worſe :than Judas, - who betrayed our 
"Lord and Saviour : as it may eaſily be pro- 

ved. | 
” For J»das was 2 thief, | a flippery fellow, 
a berrayer ' of our Lord Jeſus Chyitt.. Bur - 25 
| 2 Prieft, he hath an Eccleſiaſtical Benehce, ”; 
which is Gods, who thercfore hath gramed , * 
G 2 YT I66 


ho. 
” 


© 


and permits him to take of it what is nece(- 


The Hiſtory of the Life © 
it to him, that he ſhould perform his Office, 


fary for life, and what he cannot without in- 
convenience want ; but if any thing remain 
over and aboye, ſeeing that is totally Gods ; 
if he reſtore not to God in his poorMembers, 
but ſpends ir upon ſome other unlawful 
uſe ; ſuch a one truly commits a worſe theft 
than Jadas did, _ For ſuch a Prieſt conſumes 
the Goods of his God at Dice, and divers 
other wayes doth waſt the Almes given to 
the poor, truly worſe than Judas did, Fur- 
thermore,ſuch a Prieft with the ſame impure 
hands, fears not to handle his God upon the 
Altar, with which he hath touched filthily 


.ayilc Harlot ; and kifleth her with the 


ſame mouth, by which God entred; and 
gives her his heart, which he ought to de- 
vote to God alone; and at laſt breaks his 
Vow, and Oath, which he made unto God, 
and therewith betrayes God,when he joyns 
himſelt to a woman,when as he ought to be 
united to God onely : neither doth jt ſuffice 


\- him, to do this (as Judas did) but orce, 


but he doth ir often, Tiuly, 7:das did but 
'once 1ecejve the Lord in the Sacrament ; and 
peradventure he neither was conſecrated, as 
is the Priett, nor had made a Vow of conti- 


- RERCE, as dath the Pricltl, From bence 


there- 


of Do#or John Thauler: 95 
therefore do you your ſelves now ju 
et=] (Beloved) whether ſuch a Prieſt” be nor 
in-} worſe than even Judas bimſelf. Verily , 1 
uny am lufficienty afraid, that many now adayes 
S ; | out-firip Judas, But let all ſuch (I beſeech 
1s, them) fgonſider the frailty of their condition, 
and uncertainty of their life, and from their 
hearts amend their lifes; which of all 
151 things doth moſt concernthem, Truly, I 
cannot bur extreamly wonder, that any wo- 
man can be guilty of ſo much preſumption, 
as to dare to ſuffer her ſelf ence to be touch- 
Icy ed by any Prieff, But now if Secular 
he | Prieſts , who are fubjeR to the foreſaid yi- 
ly} ces, are worſe than Judas the Traytor ; 
we,who are called the Religious, and live in 
nd | Sacred Monaſtical Orders, if we commit 
the like , we certainly are yet far more 
1s | wicked, But if a Prelate commit ſuch 
» | like, his fins are yet more grieyous. If a 
Biſhop , he fins yet more notorious, If 
laſtly che'Pope, his fins of all others were 
ce | the worſt and molt heavy.For by how much 
*» | the higher the ſtation is, by ſo much the 
ut} more grievous is the fall, and greater the 
d | fault, Bur if a Virgin dedicated to God, a 
as Monaſtical Virgin,ſhall commit any of theſe 
1- | things, ſhe deth exceeding enormouſly.fin. © 
© | Fox ſuch aone cught both in body,agd Soul 
| ohne DE 


——— 


96 The Hiſtory of the Life | 
to conformyher ſelf according to the example 
ef the Virgin Mother. For as our Lady 
the Glorious Virgin, brought forth her only 
4 without any violation of her Virginity ; 
Ao all the conſecrated Virgins have made a, 
| Vow to follow the example of. the Moſt 
.efſed Mother, in all chaſtity ; that they 
may. be the better enabled to breed, and 
bring forth God,the Son of God continually 
in their hearts, But who is there here with- 
ont fin ? If ſuch a one there be , let him 
bf caſt a ſtone at all theſe, 1 have ment1e- 
zed, | 
But now whillt I fay over-long in repro - 
ving onely Spiricual Pecſoas, or the Clergy; 
you 3eculars and Lay-people may ſuppole I 
have forgot you: Theretore now I muſt: 
bring you forth into view allo. For nei- 
ther are you without {in , but even as we , 
fo are yt in many things reproveable, Bur 
there is no reaſon, why any one ſhould caſt 
all that is ſaid, upon another 3 but zather 
examine himſelf, and his own heart; where | * 
I believe (if ke, do ir as he ought) he willy, | « 
find ſo much buſineſs at home, that he will 
hardly be mindful of ochers faulrs, But I 
beſeech you(Beloved)do not take grievouſly 
thoſe things, which I am now abour to 
Jpeale; * Truly, I ſhall begin with the:Su- 
SEA pream 
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-alegſt they ſhould deſire in their hearts or 3 
n ; migds <1 


of DoHor John Thauler, 
Pream Judges and Magiſtrates of this City, 
You therefore my Lords the Judges & Ma- 
giſtrates, (if any of you be here) tell me I 
beſeech you, how ſtands it, and what agree- 
ment is there berween you and God ? Ye 
your ſelves know that ye admit no man into 
your Order, except he be of ſufficient age, 


and haye his lawful Wife. And this you do | 


juſtly enough, But why this is done, ye do 
not in the mean time well underſtand. Here- 
tofore in old time, the antient Judges did ve- 


ry. carefully and with much prudence enact - 


this ; that no young men ſhould be admitted 


in their Order ; but ſuch as had firſt arrived 
' at a Juſt age; that & in that time they. 


might atain to the knowledge of the Civil, 


'Inaperial, and Provincial Laws.; and learn 


the Laws of their Anceſtors , and Statutes 
of their Countrey. And when they had ar- 
rived at a fitting age, and had thoroughly 
learned all theſe Lawes;; If they were us 
Jul men, and endowed With the fear of-the 

ord; fo that they might be accounted 


*worthy of truſt , and fit. for ſuch an Office 3 


then at laſt did the Antients chuſe them, and 
receive them into their Number. Thatall, 
who are of your Order ,, ought. to have 
lawful Wives , it was” therefore ordained, 


. The Hiſtory of the Life 
minds any other women , beſides their own 
Wives, Here now, ' I beſeech you, my 
Lords examine your ſelves , whether you be 
exaQt Immitators of your Anceſtors, Tru- 
ly, it doth not ſo appear to me; For you ad- 
mir many into your Order for fayour and af- 
feion onely ; and admit ſuch to fit upon 
the Judgement Seat, who, as it is ſufficient- 
ly known, have no fear of God; love ri- 
ches , and receive money where eyer they 
can get it, caring not at all whether lawtully 
or unlawfully, But truely ſuch gifts and 
rewards, which are thus received , Whillt 
they are in Judgement, do ſubyerr, and per- 
yert Judgement and Juſtice, 

Furthermore, you receive Adulterers into 
your Number, which, yet is altogether un- 
lawful, and inecjalmanner forbidden, that 
Juch ſhould be admitted-to fit in Judge- 
ment; whoſe lives are contrary to Gag, and 
oo0d Lawes,.” And for this cauſe oftentimes 
Falſe , and unjuſt Judgements are paſſed ; 
Which doubtleſs the Lord God,the Supream 
Judge, will heavily revenge at the laſt day, 
upon all thoſe, who have given them, For 
the Lord himſelf hath' appointed Jufſlice ; 
and Judgement 1s his, It any one the 
turn Gods Jultice, into Tnjuſtice ; the 
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of Doffer John Thauler.- | 
Bebold my Lords, ye that are Judges and 
Rulers of the People , I haye choſen to be- 


gig with you ; becauſe you hold the Su- 


pream Power of Judicature, If you there- 
fore reform and amend the Supream Judi- 
catories , of which ye are Preſidents ; the 
interiour will cafily after your example be 
reformed : beeaule your Authoricy will 
ſway with them, and bring it to paſs. Bur 
if there be negleR on your part ia this mat- 
ter ; What ever is done amils in inferiour 
Courts, Will be charged upon you, as being 
melily the cauſe of in, - beliove me, your 
condition 1s yery dangerous, except you a= 
mend yourlifes, For: doubleſs Jultice is no 
{mali matrecjn the Gehe of God; but is a 
buſineſs full of 'difficulty;; And we ſee in 
the Old Teſtament," rowkgod* was wont 


grieyouſly to revenge unjult Judgements, A=. 
—_— *and Pride: And doubgleſs. be - * 
ie ſame at this day ; although we are 


doth t 
orown ſo ſottiſh', and fiupid, .as/not to per- 
ceiveit, Beloved, if it be not burdenſome 
to you, I will briefly tell you a ſtrange; and 
terrible thing; namely., how great mif- 
chiefs, and grievous hog had their riſe from 

e a of Adultery, Within theſe few years. 
Miither will-I tell you a Dream, or a Fable; 
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twaria the thicdieth year of my age , ad 


by the Order of iours tollowed m 

Studies LEE wn; I be came fami. 
liarly acquaint&@&;Xvich rwo Citizens of the 
ay [They Were both young men , and 


very tit Merchants, Theſe two loved 
one the 6ther entirely, and managed their 
Trade in common : they had both of them 
young .Wifes much alike'; who did alſo no 

$ love one another, And when it hap- 
pened at any time, that either of them went - 
from home about buſineſs ; (ſuch truft and. 
confidence had they in each other) he al. 
wayes commited his Wife , his Houſe, and. 


all his Goods fo the others: care, It fell our, ©-|- 


that after I had been acquainted wich them 
" about a year; One of their Wives, came 
to me at a certain time, and privately told 
me , ' with a mournful voice, and many 
rears; That ſhe had been, of a long time , 

an heinous finner, and that ſhe ſhould be 
no better than a fire-brand of Hell. Which 


when ſhe had ſaid, ſhe ſhed ſuch abundance . 


of tears, that ſhe cold not ſpeak one Word - 
more 3; 1 being moyed with her tears, and 
ſuftering with her, in her forrow, 1 deficed 


her to lay open the cauſe of ſo great a ſad» -| 


fob (nad romiling her, by Gods afſiftance, 
mercy I old her was infigice )to.give = 
g . _ her 
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heart, ſhe ſaid, Ah Sir, "my. Daughter N. 


is not ligitimare , bur begot in-adultery by 
my Husbands Friend. For.when , #4 
five years ago , my Husband was a grear 


While from home, his Friend upon a certain 


time, abuſing that roo much confidence, 
| Which you know, we have in one another; 


whilſt we were familiarly conyerſing toge- 
ther, fell at Jaſt in che fin of adultery with 


.,me; and of him I conceived my foreſaid 
Daughter N. Furthermore to ag 


g0Vavate 


my damnation , I never made confelioa of 
this ſin, after this my fall ; but like the Tray- 
| tor Judas , have nine times ſince recei- 


ved with polluced heart and mouth, 
the moſt Holy Body of our Lord, When 
I heard this, I wiſhed her , if ſhe defired 
right advice, to tell me thenaked truth-, 
whether ſhe had more then.gnce layn with 
that adulterer ; and alſo, whether he knew. 
that her Daughter N. was his, or no, -,,$he- - 


- anſwered , that they had but once (te 
"thanked God ) committed that fin, and thag 


they had both ſo much repented chem of ug, 


*that-if it could be, they would giveany 
.|-money it were undone, Neither could he 


poſſibly eyer know that N. was his Daugh« 


'] ter; becauſe ſhe for certain reafons hadal- 
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her- faithſul Council, _ At laſt , ſhe taking | 
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her therefore firſt , that ſhe ſhould find our ' 
| fome way, whereby ſhe might fafely de- 


To which ſhe anſwered , that ſhe durfi in 
no wiſe do that, For, if my Husband (faid 
ſhe) ſhould come to the knowledge of this, 
Iam certain, that he would cither kill che 
adulterer together with me , or elſe be Kkil- 
led by him ; and ſo this thing would ſtraight 
be ſpread abroad among the vulgar. Then: 
ſaid 1, if you dare not attempt this Couge 
ſel ; yer ac leaſt do this by all means ; pro- 
cure that your illigitimate Daughter be pla- 
ced in ſome \Monaſtery , - and let her in no 
_ caſe have poſſeſſion -; any part of your 
% Husbands eſtate,together with his true Heirs, 
"8 to their dammage, and the eternal damna< 
bro tion of your Souls ; for if ſhe ſhould inhe- 

rit any part of your Husbands eſtate, ſhe 
=>, would poſſeſs itunlawfully, And you may 
=. * "tell your Husband , that you have deyored 
Le Þ; =. . that Daughter co Religion , azd-be urgent 
£7. with him, co ſuffer you to fulfil your Vow.- 
AT] * . Accordingly the woman did vety oft en- 
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wayes kept that ſecret to her ſelf, 1 adviſed” 


clare the whole matter to her Husband., 


\ degyourit; and Ibacking her, wryed by ; 
| hy reaſons to perſwade her. Husband ; 
Q& all our endeayours were in vain. _ At 


1 agaia told bes plainly , thazif the! 


{would deliver her own Soul , ſhe muſt find 
Jout ſome means, inthe ſweeteſt manner ſhe 
could poflibly , to declare the whole macrer 

to her Husband ; that ſo he might not take 
'Tthe buſineſs fo heinouſly, as ſhe fear'd ; and 
this, before her Daughter be diſpoſed of in * 
matriage ; that fo at aſt ſhe might be deli- 
yered from this dangerous and croubleſome ' 
remorſe of Conſcience. Bur while ſhe was 
po long in ſuſpence ; It fell out that the two 
Merchants, by the Mediation acd counſel of 
Friends, made up a match berween che ones 
Son, and the others ſuppoſed Daughter ; bur 
:- | Indeed berween the Brother and Siſter, who 
'o | pcing chus inceſtuouſly joyned , wonderfully 
ir [loved one the other. When I beheld fo prear 
s [mniqui:y, out of pitty ſuffering with chele: 
— | miſerable People; I cryed divers way if by 2» 
-» | any means they. might be ſeperated the,one. OR 
« | from the other. Bur when I faw 'I avayed: - © "4, 
7 nothing, and that the fore-named Virgin'N7 +, I 
4 | was with child by her Brother, her Husbands” © ah 
it | ad being called home by the commangsobh 5.52 
.» | my Supertours ; I counſelted her , that Ba” -- 
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fag unhappily theſe marcers after« 


£8 rc ” me word ) Iam hardly able to'ex= 

3 oa: ; prels And truly , all this Story is of my 
> -own knowledge. Therefore how: many 
robably may there be of Brothers and Sts 
3 and other near kindred, which I know 


joyned togecher in Matrimony, Truly , I 
tear, . that there is a certain Facher (which 
vertly is not fic to be ſpoken of ) that doth 
commit Inceſt and Adulcry with his own 
Daughter, Piainly (Beloved) ic can not be 
ſpoken how many and grievous fins have 
their birch aad original our of Luxury and 
Adulcry. Take it for certain, that Adultry is 
an enormous crime,and very odious to God. 
*Therefore hath Hell enlarged ir's mouch 


without bound, Believe me an Adulterer, or 


F--":-:  Adultereſs is in a manner wotſe then a Thief || 


--." erRobber.For a Thief,and a Robber do but 
> rake awaya man's temporal Goods, Bur an 
Boe” - Adulterer, or Adultereſs, do commit a more 
heinous crime by committing Adultry. For 
God himſelf inflituced Matrimony , and 
therefore it is properly His, and He-himſelf 
doth ſo ſtrongly joyn twain mutually. toge- 
raer in all fai:hfulceſs , that they are called 
one Body, and cughr not to be guilty of the. 
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ceeded with them.(as that Brother th 
th 


' of DoffopJohn Thauler, * "195 1 
leaſt unfaithfulnefs one to the'other,, fince 
*they have both vowed and promiſed ro' , +- 
God, that they would confiantly be fairhful 
the one to the other. A Thiet therefore (as 
T faid ) and a Robber takes away a man's *»/ 
Goods. But an Adulterer and Adultereſs 
J incur the guilt of perjury, and therefore ſteal 
F thar which belongeth to God, 'and aſmuch 
as in them is , ſpoil and rob him, For cer- 
tainly, facred” Wedlock is ordained of God 
himſelf, that ic might be his ; and that men 
| in mvch faithfulnels and ſanQiry might beger 
Childrea, to this end , that his Kiogdom 
might be filled. Hence therefore now you 
QF your ſelves gather , whither Adultry be not 
's | far worle then Theft and Rapine ; when as * 
d. | Adulterers fieal that, which is Gods : , But 
h & Thieves & Robbers only take away what is 
Tf mans, Wherefore ( Beloved) beware of 
2A | Adulcry , becauſe it is a grievous and'efior- 
Th mous wickedneſs, Truly , If 1 would 70 
2 } about to lay open all the dangers and eyills _ 
© | ſpringing out of Adultty, this whole"day 
T | would hardly ſuffice , and yer 1 fear I have 
: already. been to tedious. I ſhould r.ow {peak 
| 


; of Pride, of-coverous men,of Soldiers, & their 
.. Comrades, and Wives, of handy crafts men, 


and” their Wives; bur the time dotls not. 4 


- | Permic, Irnly , I have yet mnay thifgs”.:.. "7 
A by, & this.” H 2 | W hich : | 5 o w 


WS ES 
F 4- | 9. C 


x 4 
F - 
$ v5 \ 
. 


LY A 3 .4 
wv ve 
b 4 * « .* = 
Y a. 


4 | "+ Tife 


4 | which I thall fay in their due time , except I 
be filenced from preaching, Bur I warr 
you beloyed , let not any one hit another in 


j 


# heard, becauſe I haye only touched the. yices 
of ſome, Fgg, we are all guilty and obnoxious 
to fin, Bur if there be any one here without 


concern us , that with what ſpeed poſſible, 


cept we fodo; thereare ſome among you, 
who may live till that time , wherein God 
Almighty may permir ſome grievous, and 
-nulual diſtreſs , and preflure co happen 
ro. men. But ariſe now , and let uspray 
the Lords Prayer, and repeat the Angels falu= 


tation, 


- How after this Sermon, the Maſter was 


.  Farbrdden by-his Brethren to Preach 


again . 


\ 


r 


Feer this Sermon, all the People of che 
"A City did talk much, and variouflygf the. 


-, him: but the greacer part did: commend- 
b: . him, ſaying, He is certainly a good man, 
+ UP 7 Oe a 7 and 
WERE. | EP: 
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the: Teeth with thele chiogs which ye have. 


Sin, let him firſt caft a tone at them , whom 
] Fave mentioned, Believe rhe , as things 
- are with us at preſent, it doth exceedingly 


we ſhould amend-+ our lives. Otherwiſe ex- [| 


"Matter; ſome praiſed him , ſome difpraiſed; | 
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of DoRorgſohn Thauler. 
and devout towards God, who fears no 
man, but ſpeaks the very meer truth of him- | 
ſelf, and all others. But his Brethren Pre= PS 
ſently after this Sermon , being met rogether * 
in the Chapter-Room, unanimouſly conclu--.. 
ded; char he ſhould be wholly filenced from « 
Preaching : and chey udioufly enough en- £5 
deayoured to bring it about, chat they might Wo 
ſend him away to ' another Moniſtery of , 
e, | their Order. Which whea the Rulers, and 
x- | chick men of the City found our ; they went 
u, | to thoſe Monks, and intreated them to orant -. 
xd || Licenſe to the Maſter again to Preach: and © 
d | likewiſe inquired of them , what fault they + * 
d found in him, that they ſhould'prohibic hing.”*. 8 
y | from preaching, Who anſwered; He hatlf * 
1= | offegded our beſt friends, andturnedYhem' © 38 
| from us. To which che Lords aid, welt. 
lieve that ye have no better Friends Xeraigly : ' | 
Fs | in this City then we ; whe can'bwteta oO 
hþ | care of your aftairs, and be more helpfu! to | 
ou then. we. Therefore we fear that ye Ct 
rather take it ill, that he publickly cepro- | 
& | ved you. But hereproved us allo', and yet 
e | wetake it not ill. -Truly, ye ought rather 
& | at.any price to purchale ſuch a man,asheis;z 
4d. Þ who gares ſpeak the Truth to men ; and as; | 1 
,. | it ought to'be, fears not the face of any man 4 
4 | Shtheretore our of reſpeR to the Lords, and 4x48 
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for their ſakes, It was nor only permitted to 
the Maſter , to remain there , bur alſo to 
Preach again, Afterwards the Mifter was 
intreared by the ſccular men, to Preach 
again another publick Sermon to them, He 


told them, he would do as they defired, if the | 


Lord 'oave him leave , the very. next Lords 


day ater the ninth. Now that Lords day 


was Judica , ot the Paſſhon of our Lord in 
Lene. And when the appointed day and 
hour was come , a very great multitude of 
common People came together ; thither allo 
came the Maſter , and thus began) his Ser- 
mon. 


The Maſter fecon1$ ermon to the vulgar 
People. 


T HE Goſpel for this preſent day , Be- 
loved, is thar, where the Lord faith to 
the multitudes, and co the chief Prieſts : #ho 
among yow convinceth me of Siu? If T fay 
the Truth , why do ye not believe me? He 
ht is of God, heareth the Words of God ; 
For this cauſe ye hear not , becauſe ye' are 
mot of God, This Goſpel is long , 'and be- 


cauſe 1 hope moſt of you have heard-it:bf. - 


your Paſtors to day ; omitting it, 1 do wake 
my Diſcourſe ſo much the ſhorter,  Burde-: 


. a 


of Dofor John Thauler. Tog: ,* 
fore I begia to obtain'Grace,let us call upon 
the Mother of Mercy, and all Grace, laying 
'as | Ave Hary, &c. Truly (Beloved ) of 
ch || right, when as to day , the Lords-day after 
He Þ the Lords Paſſion. is Celebrated , I oughc to 
he J Preach of the Paſſion : bur I have ſo many 
ds | things to ſpeak of , that that cannot be 
ay done at this time, For it is exceeding oe- 
in | ceſlary ,, that we ſhould be ſpoke to of our 
id |} fins and failings. Neverthelels, if ic may be 
of | commodiouſly done , I have purpoſed upon 
ſo | ſome convenient day this week, to Preach a 
r- | Sermon of the yenerable Sacrament ; who 
namely have right to come unto it, and who 
not : and whar it is hindreth them , who' 
ought not to come, | Afcerwards alſo, I ſhall 
make a Sermon upon the moſt bitter Paſſion 
of our Lord Jeſus Chrilt, And indeed ar 
this time, Beloved, I can fav nothing-to ye, 
unleſs I do ſpeak of the Community by their 
ſeveral Names and Titles, Wherefore alfo 
I would have you take this advice , that if 
any be here, to whom my diſcourſe ſhall 
not belong, let nut them wrelt it as ſpoken to 
, | them; neither Jet them judge them,to whom! 
. | peradveature it (hall belong ; but give God 
F. | thanks, thac he hath preſerved cthein from 
evil: Bur they , who ſhall underſtand cthem-. 
lyes:to be guilty , and whom my diſcaurſe. 
4: FOI Hi-4 . ſhall 
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The Hiſtory of the Life 
ſhall note, let chem che more geuy repeit, 
and amend their lives. For this will be ex- 
ceedingly. neceſſary for them to do, . This 
common true ſaying is found in almoſt 
every man's mouth; when/we ſay that Adam 
and Eve did exceeding  wickedly , whilſt 
they followed the Devil , and tranſgrefſed 
the, Commandment of the Lord ther (God. 
Bur if any. one rightly did weigh , \how 
many, (do we think ) would he find now a 
dayes 'entangled in more grievous fins, then 
Adam and Eve were? Certainly,every raſh, 


. ard aggering Soldier, and his proud, and 


haſcivious Wite , do commit far more and 
greater evi's, then Adam and Eve did, Eve 
indeed followed the Devil, and violated the 
Command of God, Adam allo had reſpe& 


to the Woman , and being willing to pleaſe | 


her; he tranſorefled che precept of God, 


| Put preſently for the violation of this one 


command, they were both dciven out of Pa- 
zadiſe : and in ſuch a manner hath the wrath. 
of Divine vengeance raged zgainſt them, and , 
all their poſterity ; that from that time ,\ for 
the ſpace of five thouland years, it. ſuffered 
none. to: enter into the Kingdomof: Heaven, 
And in the mean while Adamand Eve, 


_E O 1.1 
Hell, co wait in expe ation , untiltþ 


were compelled fo long in the kingbb! of | 


Cap Sb ADISDTETEO 


> a. 


- 


did youcbiafe ro deliver them by his only be- 


LtEN SON. © 
Truly (Beloved) I know that Ada and 


Eve never neglefed, bur this one command; 


neither have I found in Scripture that they | 
comimitred any other grievous fin, If there- 
fore gw God hath fo ſeverely & hor- 
ribly revenged upon them this one fin { there 
is no cauſe certainly , why theſe proud, im- 
modeſt,” and vain Women do diſcommend 
them for many 'things , and "accuſe them of 
many crimes. For verily be certain of this.; 
if theſe Women go on in thoſe courſes, and 
ations , in which at preſent they live ; I 
know not what will become of them. ' For 


. they. not once only as Eve did, do tranſoreſs 


the Divine Commandment, bur too too oft, 
in divers manners , at divers times, and fea- 
ſons. Wherefore ye proud, foolih,/and raſh 
Women, repent at laſt, 1 beſeech you : eſpe- _ 
cially ſince ye know that the Lord of Maje- 
ty, whom ye offend by your injquicies bath 
ſo grievcuſly taken vengeance upon Eve for 
fin ; yea alſo,and doth yer daily even too fe- 
verely. take yengeance; as ye in the pains and .. 


nce, Repent, Repent, I ſay, ye Wo- 


mY of child-bearing learn by your own: 


| men beloved/ in Chriltt, Ocherwiſe except + 2 
Wu. ye |. 8 
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of Dofor John Thauler. it 
jeſs of time came, wherein God the Father 
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. yeſodo, certainir is ye lead too too dans 
gerous a Liſe, And cruly, it isa thing much 
to be bewailed , and a thing exceeding per- | tal 
nicious and dangerous, that we, Who attend Þf end 
upon the hearing of confeſſions, ſhould con=. || of 
nive at ſuch things in you , whereby we are || pe 
expoled: to as great danger as your ſelyes, ba 
But your Husbands ſtand in greacer danger, Þ| i 
who imitate Adam, 1n indulging, conniving,. || be 
and permitting you not once, bur frequently || cc 
to play the Eves, But hear me thou, who |} th 
ever art ſuch a Husband, ſuch an Adam; | th 
Certainly, God hath not commitced unto || 1a 
thee. thy Eve , for this reaſcn., that thou . Þ| e: 
ſhonldeſt ſuffer her ſo oft. to violate his com. || « 
mands.: but rather for this cauſe hath he || a 
oiven her unto thee , that thou  ſhouldeſt } x 
keep her,and cake ſuch care of her,as not to : 
f 

I 

c 

| 


ſuffer her to negleCt ſo much as one precept. 
But now thou doſt very carefully regard 
her, who, when thou oughtelt to hinder fin, 
art 2 helper of her to commir fin, But whilſt 
you connive at thoſe evils , which ſhe com- 
mitterh, you your ſelf are not innocent, bur 
are partaker of her ſins, and fo oft trangreſs 
' the: Divine Commandment. I exceedingly 
fear (Beloved) that ac this time there may 
be fonnd ſome Conſeiſprs, who fear nh ro 
adminiſter * the Holy Sacraments to very 
many, 


, 


/ 
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of Doftor John Thauler., x13 
many, both Men and Woman , whom not- 
withſtanding they know to lye in ſome more" 
er- © tal fins. And moſt of thele, as I fear, ac the 
ad Þ end of their lives, are drowned in the depths 
n- ff of dilpair , and fo incur the miſeries of per- 
re tual damnation, For the Devils are ye 

'S. } buſie about fuch like worldly men , when = 
T, || chey come to dye. ' For they grieyouſly ſer 
7» | before them all the fins, which ever they 
y | committed. And whar heart, think ye, can 
oO } thoſe wietches have then , when they haye 
3 | their whole life long been giyen to this. fal- 
oO | lacious World ; and when the Devils are ſo 
1 - | exceeding ſubtile, and full of craft to de- 
- | ceive ? Now therefore, dearly Beloved, if 
e 
t 
, 


any of you know themſelves guilty in any of 
theſe things, let them bluſh (I beleech you) 
before God and Men, and make haſt to re= 
form themſelves. For it 1s certain , that 
| many Jews and Pagaas are cox a litele fcany 
dalized ax your lives, Yea , verily the Pa- 
oans, when they hear that Men and Women 
among us are clpathed fo ſhamefully , and, 
immodeſily ; they, as I have been informed 
by thofe that heard chem, ſay thus : Chri- 
flians probably are not true men , becauſe 
they go cloathed fo like beaſts ; but perad- 
venture, have ſomething in thein of the na» 
ture of bealts, Ard ye all know ,, " the 
| | eWs$ 
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Jews dwell among us here in our Coudtttry ! 
Who, -whea they hear (and they hear it but 
too offen,) how injuriouſly we treat God by 
our- mpious and hortible ſweating ; ſay, as 
ic hath been told me by others, nay, and as 
I have heard my ſelf, when upon a time I 
pa e With them concerning our Chriſtian 
Fatch : they thus ſay, Can we believe that' 
X is our God, whom you ſay is 5 God ? 
ertainly , we ate thus perlwaded, that if 
po God were of ſo great power ; he would 
n no wiſe permit , nor ſufter it to go unpu- 
piſhed ; that you of: do fo impiouſly deal 
with him with wrathful minds,too oft fwear- 
ing, and for-ſwearing : Doubtleſs if he were 
God, he would neyer bear it. Wherefore 
ye ceed not doubt, but ye unmeaſurably fin, 


whoever oi ye the reigns to your tongues 


thus impiouſly to ſwear. Believe me, God | 


will nor ſuffer this Jong to go uarevenged, 
bur either here , or in the World to come, 
where fins are too too bitterly puniſhed ; 


will take vengeance on you for it, And you . 


unchalt Women, who wear ſo laſcivious and 
wicked habits, take ir for certain , that the 
molt pure and great God will ſpeedily puniſh 
rerribly the wantogneſs of your Gatments : 
for he will not long endure ic, Where is now 
that honeſt, chaſt, modeſt, and well- ordered 
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Therter that inflead of Adam and Eve, 
Fdid reprove & blame your ſelyes; ſeeing it is 


of Doftoy John Thauler, 115 
Converſation of yours > How hath the De- 
vil robbed you ſo of it almoſt all? 1 fear, ] 
tear truly,. that God the juſt Judge will call 
you to a ſevere account for yout-impudent 
and ſinful manner of life, -For he himſelf 
faith : If a Man look upon a Woman, or a 
Woman upon a Man , if one luſt after the 


othep , he hath then committed Adultry in 


his heart; and now death is compleated, 
though yer the a&t be not done, Whither I 
pray ſhall a man turn his Eyes ; where he 
may not behold you, O ye ſcornful Women? 
eAlas ! your condition on [both fides is too 
too dangerous, - Ye are always blawing 
Adam and Eve , becauſe they broke one - 
only Commandment ; though they have far 
that tranſgreſſion ſuffered ſo many evils eyen 
to death, yea and after death : But it were 
you 


to be feared, that ye have ofcner by far tran- 
erefled the Commandments of God than 
they, But whereas in this Diſcourſe I haye 


| only mentioned Military men & their wives;. 


let not therefore any one thiok, that T inten- 

ded to mark only them, For truly, 1 would, 
put t6 rpbuke all what ever, both thoſe char. 
are above, and thoſe that aze below the rank; 


of Soldiers ; namely , Mexchancs and their! 


Wives, 


zis The Hiſteryof the Life 
" Wires, andin brief all thoſe thar are upot 
the fore-mentioned accompt blameable 
| of wha: rank or quality ſoever they be. w 
Again, it is not a ſitdle to be feared , Be S1 
loved, that there are many to be found whoſſ © 


arc reputed Chriſtians, &yec fo live, as that iff} © 
they ſhould depart out of this world in that to 
their evil life, chey would find it worſe wichſj P* 
them, than with the Jewes, For the Jewes ** 
know no other, bur that they may Lawfullyſſ © 
practiſe Ulury, to get their living, Bur it is G 
not ar all hidden _ to Chriſtians , that ic 1 tl 
finful. and unlawful to praRife Ulury; and yet tt 
notwithſtanding they do it. Therefore theyſi| ©© 
will'be thruſt below the Jews in Hell. And T 
here I would have all thoſe in like manner} © 
to be underſtood, who before God are Uſu- ſl 
xers, and yet would not be accompted, not b 
called fo by men. And laſtly, I here note all c 
*%, thoſe, whopraQice unjuſt morgaging, andy .? 
Juint for unlawful gains from monyes, Ire-} P 
member" truly , thar I lived in ſuch a time, I 
when it was exceeding rare, and unuſual to | V 
ule moroaging, and tew at that time did | "' 
praQtiſe ic, And if then any contrafts were h 
made wich the condition of Re-emption,they C 
were fincere and fimple ,” and according to'f| 
God; ( that I my ſelf alſo did permit foe } © 
I 


to plake fuck conrafts. But I will tell you 
| : . upon 


o , 
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of Doftor Johni Thauler. 
upon what accompr I did it. There came at 
that time to me certain honeſt men, one of 
whom ſaid unto me : how do you advice me 
> | Sir? I have bought of this man ſome cer- 
hoſ tain Rents 'for my money upon; his inheri- 
ci} tance, He allo is come to me beſeeching me 
nar} for Gods fake to do this thing for him ; to 
ich} permit, that wrinngs be made, that may con- 
es tain this condition, that if God enable him 
ly to redeem his eftate, I would permit him for 
- sf Gods ſake fo to do, Having heard this, 'T 
is] thus ſaid to the man : tell me prethee, doſt 
yer thou eye or intend nothing elſe in this mat- 
ter, but only to do this purely for Gods ſake? 
og} To which he anſwered, Truly, nothing elſe 
\erf do I mind in this buſineſs. For whar. elſe 
G6. ſhould I ſeek, or what elſe ſhould movye.me, 
oof but only that it picties me that this mans 
all] <fiate ſhould be for ever made over to me 
ag] and my Heirs ? otherwiſe I had rather 
e- || poſſeſs the Goods 25 my own, according as 
ie, | 1 purchaſed them, In this manner, Belo- 
tof| ved I ſometimes herecofore conſented to 
ig | redemprions ; bur take notice, I beſeech you, 
re Þow purely, how imply , and according to 
ey God., heretofore this was done, But now, 
of in theſe our times, we do by our pride and 
coverouſneſs, {o peryert , and cortup: theſe 
redemptions, that for the molt part chey are 
more 


before God: the 


more then half - Uſury 
blame of which is almoR moftly eurs , who 


are Confefſors , becauſe' we permit ſuch. 
things. Behold, T will zell you, Beloved, into: 


whar great miſery in this age we are ſlidden, 
Not very long ago, there happened a cer- 
tain Citizen to come to me, and ſaid to me : 
I beſeech you Sir, 
buſineſs, which I ſhall declare to you, Be- 
hold, I, and my Wite , and my Sons haye 
nor ſufficienr where withal to maintain ug 
according to the faſhion of this age, And 
therefore I have thoughts to ſell my eftate 
upon condition of re-emprion : bur I would 
do nothing in ir without your advice, If 
therefore you ſo advice me , I fully purpoſe 
ſo to do. I made him this anſwer, i will not 


in the leaſt advice'you to it'; bur rather 


diffwade you by all means I can fairtifully 
and fincerely. He anſwered me, I have nor 
then wherewithal to live according to the 
cuſtome of theſe times. To which I an- 
ſwered , Take it for certain , if you follow 


that courſe, you have told me, you will grie- 
youſly offend God , and will commit ſome 


morcal fins. For I would not have you ig- Þ. 


norant that all contraQts of buying and ſel- 
ling Rents, or Pofleſſions, in which the buy- 


er reſeryes power to himſelf , eyer to call in 


_ again, 
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ive me ſome advice in a 


of Dottor John Thauler. i19 
again, when he pleaſerh the principal ſum; 
(all ſuch contracts I ſay) are nor free from 
Y uſury :- for in all choſe contraQts, in which 
Yupon loan any gain is expeReil, by covenant 
or principal intencion explicicly., with what 
colour ſoeyer ; notwithſtanding many endea- 
- * your now a dayes to excule it : in all choſe 
® FcontraQts, 1 ſay, for the moſt part, there is'a 
bY mixcure of uſury. So therelore; firlt; you 
'© F will make your {elf partaker of anothers uſu- 
Is Fry, if without pretling neceflity you make 
d Fuſe of a cormon Ulurer ; or elle you draw 
© Fyour neighbour, who before uſed it nor, co 
pratiſe uſury. Secondly, you incur the 
If ouile of ayarice, ( Which is one of the ſeyen_ 
le capital fins) whileſt that moyes you to' do 
XT Fthis. Thirdly, alfo you will fin by pride, 
-r {whilſt you do this : for this ead, that you, 
y hand your wife, and your children, may be 
Xt conformable to the luxury and pomp of the 
© JAge, and be like to ochers. Wherefore, for 
i- Ftheſe reaſons, I dare by no means adviſe you 4 
W Jtoit ;- but rather, with what faithfulneſs I WH 
== ſcan, I give you this counſel, That you live 
© fconcented with your lot, and with thoſe 
© foods Which God hath granted you, after 
l- Tthe manner of ancient time - and be thank- 
= Full ro God, who doubtleſs will ſuccour you 
1 Podoing,thar you ſhall have what is Ione 
"3. I or 
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for you. Certainly, if you acquieſce in thi 
my counſe}, and do as I tell you, you ſhal 
perceive it will be profitable to you, both fe 
body and ſoul. ' Then ſaid he, 1 give yc 
thanks, Reverend Sir , for this wholſo 
counſel , which you have beſtowed on m 
Which 1 fully determine to follow, and le 
paſſe that which I had thought ro do, Set 
now Beloved, whither we are fallen, | After 
wards I perceived that the ſame honeſt may 
the ſame year went to a certain other Doo 
who permirred it him, as lawſull : -ſo tha 
- he (old all his Eſtate under the forementione! 
doubrfull condition of Redemption. Plain] 
'tis we make for you the way too broad 
and yet in truth it is not ſo; bur ftrair 1s thi 
way Which leadeth to life. Alas, which i 
never enough to be bewailed , things are 
come to that paſſe now a dayes, that ther: 
are few affairs among Chriſtian People, whicl 
are wholly juſt and ſincere. Alas for grie 
how mar.y blinde guides are to be found af * 
this day ?. And if che blind tumble upan the 
blind into Heil, both their conditions.will be 
ſo much the woxſe, Wherefore, Beloved 
it very much concerns you ro look to you 
telves : for I fear that the friendſhip. of the 
men of this world, is too dear to many of 1 
_ Confeſſers. 1 will tell you fomeching wy 

_} Ji 
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J ſelf, and I'le ſpeak the fimple truth ; but I be= * =»: 

feech you ler no man be ſcandalized thereat, 

 foff Ara certain time it came very importunagly 

You into my mind, that I muſt go beyond the 

my Seas, and expoſe my body to the dangers of = 

mey death, and muſt preach the Word of God 

leYY to the Pagans, and try, if by Gtd's help 1 

Y might be able to convert any of them to the 

rf Faith of Chriſt, This will increaſed in” me, * 

1219 and waxed fo [trong, that I were now re- 

tor} ſolved even to prepare me for the: journey, 

tha and did think with my ſelf.of the manner, 

neg how 1 might come ghitker, And when T 

nl were carefully taken upwith this matter, it 

adJ fe1] our on a certain morning , that when. I 

NF had returned to bed, and was'now fallen a- 

hn if ſleep, me thought I heard one ſpeaking to me 

arg theſe words : Whither do-you' intend your 

erg journey ? There is no need to paſs the Seas 

uct to Pagans, for you ſhall find many.of thera 

101 here among Chriltians, who whiltt they bear 

d af 'the Name of Chriſt, live worſe than Hea- 

thi thens, When therefore you have preached 

| b4 fo long to theſe, ill they atrain to a true life, 

edJ and a life worthy of a Chriſtian ; then ar laſt 

out take free leave to paſs ro the Saracens, This 

th] admonition- was given me in my ſleep three i 

times, and alwayes in the fame fotm of 

words: from whence it came to pafſe, that 
I 2 
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I tecalled.,my mind from contriving to paſleye 


the Seas. 

. + Hence now ſomething ſhould be ſpoken 
of the Merchants, bur I fear that I am toy 
tedious. Notwithſtanding I will ſpeak a few 
words concercing them, There are ſome 
Merchants now a dayes, who do get their 
eltates by very unjuſt wayes, and ſuch as 
are exceeding contrary to God, and that by 
ſo various and diyerſe #»juit means, that I 
cannot here relate them all, Bur be ſure of ic 
ye Merchants, whereas ye {ell any thing, in 
what Country ſoever, the dearer, becaule of 
time reſpiced tor payment,(dearer 1 (ay)than 
otherwile you would have done, if the buyer 
had paid you ready money ; Whatever you 
reccive in this caſe aboye the jul? price, all 
that exteods to ulury betore God, leging ye 
extort that from your aeighbours. The fame 
1s to be thought, whillt you exchange your 


money, afſign, or lend it for a certain term; 


which when it cometh, ye know what gain 
is to be allowed you our of every. hundred 
crowns, as for yuur Interelt ( as you call it) 
becauſe of che dammage which ye pretead 
to receive by the forbearance; in the mean 
time concealinos the word Utury. Alas, what 
” end I pray will there be of your covetouſ- 
nels? If ye will be wiſe Merchants, why do 


ye 


Ol 


of Dofor John Thauler, 


e not rather get eterral riches, by making to 
your ſelves friends of the mammon of iniqui- 
ty, to Wir, the poor, whole is the Kingdom 

l Od 
ot Heaven, of whom ye may hold it, and in« 


ew to which rich men ſhall not center, Without 
meſ works of mercy? Yo #»to you ( laith the 


ieirf Prophet) which gather together thoſe things 


Which are not your own, How long will ye 
heap up againſt your ſelves thick clay ? In 
the mean time indeed, you and your Con- 
feflions may cover over theſe things with a 
cloak in this world, and defend them 'by 
ſome falſe comments ; yet they will not ther- 
fore be juſt before God. Put when we come 
into eternity, there every covering will be 
taken away, and what ever/fhall be unjuſt, 
will appear to all clearer chan che light, 

Bur to .be briefer, look upon your own 
ſelves, I beſeech you, ye dealers in the world 
( for this is chiefly neceſſary for you, ).and 

' take heed to your {clves.; for very many 
times in your buying and (elling ye cell hes, 


ye ſpend allo Feaſtival days, which ye ouoNt 
to have in reverence, and obſerve, ye beſt 
know, Fipally,how many cuſtoms and wilt: 
Wayes arenow tiſen up,ye are not at all ignoe 
rant, - «Furthermore, all theſe things, we, 
He's ER I 3 who 


: 
\ 


d | and impoſe upon your neighbour, sby certain. 
t) | ſubrile gloſſes and equivocating words, How 


123 


Luk, 16. 


Habs 2, 


= aV's - j% 


Luk. I 6. 


who receiye your confeſſions, ought to re- 
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prove : but alas, many of us do diflemble 
more than is fitting, and wickedly colerate 
you, Truly I fear, that ſome of us receive 


{ometimes {ome preknts from you, and be-ſj 


cauſe of them permit and ſuffer you to heap 
and keep together by any manner of means, 
as much as would ſuffice an hundred to live 
on. Which goods, though they ſhould be 
julily gor, yet you ought nevertheleſs to re- 
lieve thoſe that want our of them, for to thar 
end were they conferred upon you by God, 
Verily that rich man . who was cloathed in 
purple and ſilks, and fared ſumptuouſly every 
day ; When he was dead, he was buried in 
Hell, for this cauſe doubtleſs, becauſe he kept 
to bimifelf the gyods granted to him by God, 
and uſed them according to the luſt of his 
nature. And although we read of nothing 
that he unjuſtly poſſeſſed, or that he took 
by violence any other mans goods ; yer he 
was compelled to undergo the endleſs tor- 
ments of Hell. Hear now ye Merchants, be- 


hold your ſelyes I beſeech you, and gxamine. 


your ſelves : For hardly, as I truly judge, 
can it be, but where ye gain ſuch great ſums 


 of- money, and ſo much ſuperfluous goods, 


butchat ye poſſeſs the ſame with Pride and 


_ Coyerouſneſs ; yea, and with many other 


great 


RO. 


125 

reat fins, which uſually for the moſt part 
mingle herewith ; Which you your {elves 
would plainly diſcover, if it were not irkſom 
to you rightly ro ſearch into, and examine 


of Door John Thauler. 


the matter, Here by the way, Ile tel you, 
Beloved, what befell me within theſe five 
years, if 1 rightly remember, There came 
tro me a certain Merchant, a very rich man, 
and entred familiarly into diſcourle with me, 
andamong other things told me, that there 
were due to kim in a certain forreign Coun- 
try,very much, and very great Commodities. 
I required of him, how it came to paſle that 
ſo. much was owing to him in a forreign 
Country ? He anſwered, that his Wares 
were there ſold, and delivered to Chapmen, 
and chat they owed him ſo much. Again, 
replied I, tell me the truth; if any one would 
have bought of you thoſe Commodities at 
ſomewhat a lower price, but yer with read 
money, would you haye let him had them? 
Yes, doubtleſs, anſwered he, I would: haye 
Jet him had them, and had rather have had 
itſo; that with ready money I might have 
bought other Commodities, I replied and 
ſaid, be ſure therefore whatever you receive 
for reſpiting of time, more than you would 
have raken'in ready money, all that is un- 
juſt, And although it hath not/got chename 
Ron dg ot: of 
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* of Ulſury among men, yet 1o it is called be- 
fore che 1ight and jult judgment of God, 
Contrarily, replied he, Ic 1s'otherwiſe ; for 
this is the manner and cuſtom of all Coun- 
tries to do 1o. I anfwered him, That mat- 
ters not, neither 1s it cherefore juſtand equal; 
for you make ſuch will-cuſtoms, and naugh- 
ty inventions, and haye made them; and 
therefore it is the worſe. Will ye make cy- 
(toms, Which are contrary to God, a'Law ? 
It will therefote alfo be a cuſtom to deſcend 


into Hell; Woheretore, as I faid before, rake 


t for certain, if you any, where whatever, or 
in any Country whartever, fell- any thing 


dearer , becauſe of time given for paymenr, | 


than you would have done if they had paid 
ready money or, if you get 'gain for mo- 
riey lent, becauſe of time given tor payment; 
-Whatever you thus receive, it is all to he rec- 
Koned among unjuſt and ill-gotten goods ; 
and therefore alſo muſt be rettored to them 
from whom it was received, if eyer you will 
be: ſaved. When he beard this, he ſaid un- 
*-to:me, Truly you area hard man : my Cons 
fteflax alwayes permitted me this thing, I 
antwered,Y our Confeſlor peradventure took 
your money, and permitted you that, which 
G0d himſelf with all his Omnipotency can- 
-not permir-you, . See here, Beloyed, how 
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rnicious a thing Covetouſneſs is: That | 


rich Merchant thus went from me, not {o 
much as in word teſtifying any putpoſe ever 
of amending his life, Believe me Beloved, 
tis aboye all things neceſſary for us all, from 
our hearts ro amend our ſelves, and to re- 
form our evil lives : for we live in too too 
perilous tives; and it is to be feared that 
yet more perilous times are at hand. Bur 
what ſhall I ſay, when as it is told me,there 


are not wanting {ome who do blame me, as — 


if I did preach roo rigidly and ſeyerely? Bur 
I doubt not conſtantly to affirm, char there 
is not one of all thele ttandino here before 


me, who would not preach much more ſe- 


verely than I do, if-ſo be he had experienced 
what I have; and thar it lay upon him as 
his duty ordinarily to preach, as it doth on 
me..-- And if it would not be too tedious to 
you, I would tell you fome things, which 
would be not a little congruous to chis place, 


and would be proficable for you 'to'hear is, | 


7 hen very many of the People altogether 
with one voice ſaid, Speak aſſuredly Sir, for 
out ſhall find us patient and benevolons hea- 
rers, I rehearfe therefore unto you, Be» 
loved, a thing that befell' my felt, Upon 
certain time I-ſat alone/in a Cell, and when 
I- had-began to think of che wonderfull 
— things 
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things of God, and how ſtrange the ſtate 
of the Church was at this crime, how all 
good order was too much negle&ted , and 
Went to rack, In the midſt ot theſe medi- 
rations, I heard a certain yoice With my bo- 
dily ears,ſpeaking to me, alchough I ſaw no 
body art all. 

But after this manner it ſpake : Ariſe, 
now you mult experience {ome things, wher- 
by you may be enabled fo much the more 


-. .certaioly to ſpeak the truth openly to.,your 


neighbours. And at this Jalt word I were 
deprived of all my ſenſual diſcerning , and 
; being taken into an extaſie, I was in that Ve- 


ir iy rapture permitted to ſee into Purgatory ; 


where I beheld the rorments of multicudes 
of men, (many of which I knew ) ſo pain- 
- full, and ſo intolerably bitter, and ſo im- 
menſe puniſhments, and ſorrows {o intenſe, 
- and fearfull, that no reaſon,no underflandin 

is-luſhcient to expreſs them, In brief, rake 
K fot.certain, that I beheld there fo many, 
{o various and divers kinds of torments, in 
a wonderfull manner painfull, that ſuch a 
terrour and trembling hath ſeized upon me, 

that all the natural joyes of this lite can in 
no wife make me merry ; and'if I ſhould 
live yet an hundred years, I think I ſhould 
never be merry, except God ſhould make 
me 


me ſo by ſome ſupernatural means.  But.I 
beſcech you, Beloved, let not any be offen- 
ded at this, that 1 would relate fuch things 
as theſe are unto you, Truly I fear, that 
{ome peradventure do think, that in diyulg- 
ing theſe things, I ſeek glory to my (elf, Bur 
let me aflure you, I ſeck or wiſh the praiſe 
of no man, nay nor the wealth of any one . 
for this reaſon 2 for I am abundantly con- 
rented wich choſe things, which in our Mo- 
naltery, according to the cultom of the Co» 
yent are provided for me : Nay, Iam never 
Withour fear, leſt peradventure I ſhould take 
that which is "AD a of thoſe things, 
Which are ſer before me in our Hall, And 
certainly I believe that there is not one here 
preſent, who, if he had ſeen and experienced 
thoſe things, which I have ſeen and expeti- 
enced, namely, ſuch horrible and fearfull 
noiſhments, ; would peradyentyre haye .. 
Ce better contented with a {mal] provifion - 


. and allowance, than I am. Therefatevei 


none of you be ſcandalized at my wotds 
fore-ſpoken. In good earneſt TI find no 
other cauſe why God would have me to 
ſee ſuch things, but becauſc of my fins and 
iniquities, that I might both reform my ſelf, 
and the more boldly ſpeak to others the 


truch, which I haye certainly known ; and 
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iÞ no wiſe flatter their wickednefſes and fins. 
And hence, if I were ſure for this cavie to 
be pur to death, I ſhould nevertheleſs ſpeak 
the naked and fmple- truch. Truly, 1 faw 
fore in thoſe molt vehement pains, and was 
taken with extream admiration, that they 
ſhould defire to remain fo long, .in fo great 
anguiſh, fith ſome of them had departed 
this life many years before, who, whilſt the 

lived, I did believe were both good and 
pious ; and yet they did undergo in thoſe 
places of Purgatory ſo great and ineffable 
puniſhiments, thac no man can in this life 
ponder or underſtand them, as chey deſerve. 
Wherefore this, I from my heart do counſel 
all, that we flight not Purgatory ; bur be 
ſpeedily converted, and ſeriouſly reform our 
jelves,” Certaioly if you did know, how 
above meaſure valuable and, profitable rhe 
preſent'time is, you would not efteem it fo 
fittle, nor ſufter it to paſſe away ſo fooliſhly, 
Aortruly, when we are brought out of this 
tranſicory time, into things future and erer- 
nal, there exceeding ſpeedy, fimple, right 
andrigid judgment paſſeth upon thoſe, who 
ſuffer 'this preſent time fool ſhly to: paſs a» 
way. © But what ſhall I fay, Beloved ?' for 
if I attempt to ſpeak any thing to you of di- 


F 


"as - 


yine Juſtice, that is ſo immeaſurable, firit, 
; and. 


ins, and rigid, that I fear ſome of you may take 
* to | cfcaſion of deſpair from hence : Tf contrari- 
*ak f wiſe I would diſcourſe of his infinit mercy, 
aw | how ready he is to ſhew icto all in this life 
vas Þ 1 fear on the other hand ſome would pre- 
iey | ſume fo upon it, thatthey would live worſe 
eat F and more fooliſhly, and ſo may admit of 
ed | ſome ſuch (in, as (it were to be feared) God 
ey | would not pardon either here or hereafter. 
nd | I'fear truly, Beloved, left I have been too 
fe | redious , alchongh many things yet remain 
le | to be ſpoken of givers forts of men, and di- 
fe | vers affairs ; becauſe that we have gonetoo. 
e, | farattray from the right way. And in truth 
el I if I did, laying aſide all things elfe, atrend 
e | only the duty of Preaching for this whole 
ir | year, I think I could in no wiſe ſufficiently 
N f| lay open all eur defects and fins, Bur when . 
e | the Lord ſhall order it, I will further ſpeak 
o |. of this matter, Ariſe now, and ſay the 
'; | Lords Prayer, with the Angels Salutarions, 
5 After theſe things, ir fell our on a certain +41 | 
- time, that the Matter made a journey to. # © 7** 
t | certain Incluſory, in which there abode five 
) Inclufis, which earnelily entreated bim , to 
preach to them a Sermon of the true and 
perfe& ſeclule life. To whom he ſaid, that 
he would willingly do what they deſired, if 
the Lord fo ordered ic, \upon the Loxds day 
0 NEXT 
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Next following. When therefore that Lords- 
day was come, there came together to that 
place a multitude of men, and the Maſter 
began his Sermon thus, 


The following Sermon was preached uf 
on the Lords day of Sexageſima 3 the 
ſubjett of 1t was this : namely, Why 
Je, Paul kept m ſilence his Rapture 
mnto the third Heaven ſo many years: 
That the Gifts of God come by afflt- 
chons, or at leaſt are confirmed by af- 


 flattions.. Of a twofold Self-denaal, 


one of Nature, the other of the Sp} 
 "rit,, Laſtly, What belongs to a.true | 


Intluſe. Bs 
I knew aman in Chriſt above forty 
years ago, &C. 2 Cor. 12.2.3; 


Aint Paul, Beloved, hath delivexed'vin- 
'\F to. us in his Epiſtles to day/ a'WHK&lfom 
and neceſfary inſtruRion. Bur Ms." 


ſaid Epflle is too long, I will not. xohttt 


to you al of it, bur only part of ic, The 
Apolile therefore ſaith, ſpeaking of himſelf, 
1 knew a man in Chriſt above fourteen years 
fince, ſuch a one- (whether 5n the body or 
out of the body, I know not, God kyoweth) 


taken 


of Doctor John Thauler. 
taken up even into the third Heaven, Here 
my Beloyed, take norice, I beſeech you, how 
the holy Apoſtle kept in filence this bis Rap- 
ture, for full fourteen years together, nei- 
ther would he bring it forth in publick un- 
til it was permitted him ſo to do by God, 


He did not certainly, as fome men now a Apainft 
dayes, who, when, they receive peradyen- rafh bab- 


ture lome ſmall grace from God, inſtantly OT 


break forth, and tell it others without the 
permiſſion of God, and declare ic ſometimes «- 
to ſuch men, as do as little underſtand ther. 
by, whatitis, or Whicher jt tends, as them- 
(elves ; whereby alſo very many times it 


"comes to paſſe, that ſuch Grace is taken 


away from ſuch like Bablets, and giyen to 


* another more illuminated, Theretore ſee, 


my Belcved, that without the permiſſion of 
God, ye never divulge the gifts, which are 
confexred upon you by him, being ſure that 
few are to be found now a dayes, who ate - 
endowed with illuminated reaſon or diſcre- 
ton, . And therefore heed is to be raken thar' 

the gifts of God be not brought forth ſud- | 
denly, and without his licence, Now that 
it was permitted to S,P aul by God,to Tpeak 
ofthole chings which had hapned to him, it 
was permitted by God for our warning and 


neceflary intruſion ; namely, . that if it 


ould 
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one of us his preyenting grace, winhout any 

.meric precedent ; ſuch a one ſhould not at- 
terwards be ſhaken with terrour,. if he (uf- 
ed fer him to be afflifted, even as ir uſually be- 
the gifts fell bleſſed Par: Yes verily, it is to be 
of God taken for certain, that the gifts of God come 
do come. by affliftions - but if they come before af 
fictions, certain it is that yer they ought to 

be confirmed and proved by afflictions. 

Whea as thetefore it is a matter of ſo much 
nobleneſs and profit to endure adverſity ; for 

that rezſon the Almighty God hath ſufftered 

ſo heavie afflictions ro meet with all his be- 

loyed Saints ; and for the ſame cauſe he 

ave leave to the blefſed Apolile to relate to 

us his afflitions : for he faith in this ſame 


labonrs, in priſons more abundantly,in ſtripes 
above meaſure ; in deaths frequently : five 
times of the Jews received I forty ſtripes 
but one : Thrice was I beaten with rods, 
once was 1 ſtoned, thrice I ſuffered ſhip- 
wracks 4 _=- and a day 1 wa in the 


gers of rivers, in dangers of robbers, in 
dangers from my kinred, in dangers from 
the nations, is dangers in the city, in dan- 


L ers 


Epiſtle ; 4re they the Minifters of Chrift ? 
2 Cor.11 7 ſpeak. as 4 fool, I more : In very many \ 


— 


depth of the ſea ; in journies often, in dan- 


ſhould happen that he ſhould infuſe into any yer. 


dat 
toil 
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ny pers 572 the deſarts, in dangers in the ſea, in 
ny} dangers among falſe brethren, in labaur and 
al iol, in warchings, in hunger and thirſt; it 
uf- | mnch faSting , im cold and nakednt ſs. F6. 
©- | Thele and many other things the-bicfſed 
be | Apoſtle commemorates in this dayes Epiltie, 
ne f by him to have been endured; in reciting 
ifs I ot each of which, leſt I ſhould be the more 
tO F tedious, 1 will adde only this one, which 2- 
'S. | mong the relt he adjoyns, ſaying , Leſt the 2Cor.15 
ch Greatneſs of Revelations (hould lift me up, 
or | there was given me a prick of my fleſh, the 
ed aIngel of Satan, who might buſfet me : Be- 
& f cauſe of which 1 beſought the Lord thrice, 
1e | that it might depart from me : and hean- 
to f (wered me, My Grace (Paul) s ſufficient. for 
ie Þ thee: for ſtrength us perfetted m weakaeſs. 
? | VP illinghy therefore ( faith he ) will 1 glory i | 
vy \þ wy infirmities, that the vertue of Chriſt may C4 
es | dwell in me, © | age t 1:40 
£ Now therfore, Beloved, after that St. Pax4, 
s || a veſſel of Ele&tion, hath in this his Epiſtle 
r, | abundantly proved unto us, how” great che 
- | profit of Afflitions is ; truly it deſerves, that 
& | we ſhould give credit to fo great an Apoltle, 
and imirate and follow him, Yea, truly, it 
cannor be, that ever we ſhould atrain to'a 
praile-worthy and fruitful life, except -We 
Willingly renounce the pleaſures of Nature, 
| 'K Becauſe 
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Becauſe to renounce Nature, is nothing Ulſe 
but voluntarily to refuſe and deny all things 
in which Nature is delighted , thoſe chings 
.only excepted, which upon a rational ac- 
count are neceſſary to the ſultentation of Na. 
ture; which ſhall be ſuch things as may be 
helpful ro us in the ſeryice of God, and -in 
the coming to God : all other things are to 


be forſaken for God's ſake. Neither indeed . 


can any one experience, or receive the ſupe- 
riour ſweetneſs of God, except he bid ade, 
to che {weetnels of fading things, and to the 
inclination and pleafure of the ſenſes, And 
hence the Apoſtle ſaith, /f ye will live after 
the fleſh, ye ſhall die : but if by the Spirit ye 


live. Here let us contemplate, and (to the 
utmolt of our power) follow rhe every way 
lovely example of our Lord and Saviour, fo 


as the fame Apoſtle doth admoniſh': Pr 


off ( faith he ) the old man, ard put on our 


' Lord Feſw Chriſt, 


And furthermore, there is yet another 


-much more noble and excellent Tee 


than that is by which we deny Narure ; and 


that is, whed willingly we renounce the Spi- 


Tit z Which how it 1s done, I would have 


bra mark, After that the Spirit hath whol- 


y tamed the flcſh, and reduced it to obedi- 


ence, 


(hall mortifie the deeds of the fleſh, ye ſhalt 


——— 
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ence, .and now is climed above all caducal 
and ſlippery things - then it taketh,as it were, 
a leap 1nco everlaſting g00d things themlelves, 
Which doubtleſs are much more delightfull 
to it, both in talt and fruition, than natural 
delights were before, When «herefore any 
one cometh to taſt, and enjoy thoſe excellent 


higheſt goods, he ought then no lefle to re- 


nounce thoſe delights and affiuences of Spi- 


rit, than before he was fain to do thoſe of 
Nature; ſo as he may know how to leave to 
God his gifts and operations, according to 
his will and pleaſure, This Renunciation 
alſo is not a little difficult at the beginning, 
to them who have taſted God according to 


"the deliciouſneſs of Spiric, This fame Renun- 


ciation is called Poverty of Spirit, of which 
the Lord ſpeaketh, ſaying , Bleſſed art the 
Poor in Spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Yea verily,oft-times it falls outthat 
ſome come to that paſſe, that chey exceeding 
ſubtilly ſnatch and draw what ever ſhinerh 
and/ſayoureth in them, to themſelves, into 
their ground, into their will and arbitretmeng, 


neither leaye themſelves ro God by way of / 


morrtification : But whoever are thus, they 
doubtleſs uſe the grace and gifts of God tos 
too unfruicfully ; che reaſon of which is, thac 
when it is not hidden to God, that unlels'be 
K 2 
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infuſe into them lighc and ſayour, they will 
quickly depart from him ; ' therefore he re- 
tains chem wich ſome ſweet lefler comforts, 
lelt they ſhould altogecher foriake him; Such 
like men are as yet exceeding trail & weak ; 
becauſe they are ſuch as are full of ſelf-will, 
and love and imbrace the ſhadow inſtead 
of the thing it lelf : who'have allo this faulc, 
That though rhey are moltly outward and 
external, yet they think themſelves after a 
manner to be of us : bur they are too much 
deceived 1n their opinion, 

Furthermore, they that from the bottom 
or ground , refi2n and offer themſelves to 
God, and who do receive from him {ſweet 
and bitter alike ; who, laltly, though the 
influence of Jighc and favour be withdrawn 
from them, do nor in any wile therefore de- 
part from God ; theſe are the true internal 
ones, 

Verily, whoever afcer this manner , now 
ſpoken of, have denied themie)ves, and with 
a willing mind. have penetrated through the 
tweetnefles, alwell of Spirit as of Narure,and 


have got above them ; thele certainly: have. 


made a profitable and fruitful chorow pro- 
orels,and have penetrated rhrough\more than 
can be ſpoken, But afterwards ſuch ' have 
nzed of yery much vigilancy and watchtul- 


neſs, 


of Dottor Fohn hauler.” 


neſs, whereby alwayes they mult dil! :oently 
obſerye themſelves, be circumſpect and care- 
ful that they may eyer perſevere in very great 
5, humility : For their helliſh enemies ceaſe 


ch not then, bur continually endeavour by all 
& 3] means they can to draw them back: 

= Believe me, Beloved, protound refignation, 
a 


and voluntary denial ot cur {elves through 
our Whole nature, is a certain ©0009 begin- 
nd ning, .it ſo be it be joyned with true humi» 
© T} Jity-: Even as St. Petey faich ,Dearly Beloved, 
cn} bumble your ſelves under the mighty hand 
of God, that he may exalt you in the time of 
AN viſitation, And,O that we could learn, how 
to we might attain tro uue ſubjection of ſpirir 
ect in protound humility, that when God doth 
he} withdraw from us {enfible Grace, we may 
Wi be able cafily to rcfgn it to him, and to re- 
le- {train our apperite or defire , 1o'as not wil- 
1a lingly ro covet it» This is that which St. D:i6- 
29 fizs faith, When God makes his abode 
2W | fenfibly in my foul, I am filled with ſuch joy, 
ith] ard iris ſo well with me, that if he ſhould 
Ne | beſtow upon me fuch authorit y, that all crea- 
od | tures that very hour ſhould no lfle obey me 
IVC] than himfelf,it would not go fo wel with me, 
'O- | as it doth by his preſence only: But when 
'anf his ſentible preſence is withdrawn from-me, 
Wl 0 ] RO then ſome deſire of it layes hold 
= K 3 on 
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of me + Bur when that happens to me, my 
weakneſs ſurely is the caute of it; Seeing 
Solomon laith, that 1n all the Works of God 


we ought to have relt and peace, Behold 


that breathing and Iarguiſhing defire holy 


Dionyſins accounts his weakneſs : Why lo? 
bur becauſe the holy man clearly underfiood 
chat himſelt was not as yer fully reſigned to 
God, whea as he fo defired the prelence of 
God ; ſeeing it is the greateſt reſignation, to 
re{5gn our ſelves to deſertion , and 1n all man- 
ner of deſertion to be reſigned : Which thin 
doth. chiefly belong to them, who have de- 
Itciouſly experienced the ſweetneſs of God. 
It behoveth us cruly, Beloved, ſa manfully 
to lirive, thac we may be made fo prudent 
in God, that we may be able, having di- 
vine aflillance, to tranſcend and penetrate all 
creatures, untill we attain unto God himſelf. 
There now we arc taught in the Holy Ghoſt 
to tread upon , by our reaſon, and get above 
all natural rhjngs, that we may be able with 
St, Augustine, to ſay, All creatures are un- 
10 #5 an high-way unto God, So as what ever 
we happen to ſee or hear, of what nature 
ſoever it be, we may have the $kill to bend 
all tro our own uſe, and turn ir to the beſt,and 
ro draw ſome good out of it. Certainly a 
Chriſtian ought by his reaſon ſo oft and fo 
noneep humbly 
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humbly to exerciſe himſelf, and fo often to 
\g | penetrate all creatures, until he hath loſt all 
d | created things ; and he ſhould fo irongly 
Id F and manfully, and that not once, but many 
ly'Þ times, abſtract himſelf from all things, unnl 
 ? | hefind God alone the joy of his foul, and 
>4 | the. beloved of his heart ; of whom the bleſ- 
to} {ed Apoſtle ſpeaks, when he faith, #ho ad- | og, 4 
of || hereth to God, i one Spirit. Tn which tranfſ- 
to || formation, the ſpirit of ſuch/a one 1s tranſ- 
n- | formed, and is, made one with the one, If 
1g | any one in this rhatter would venture himſelf, 
e- | and perfeRly renounce both himſelf and all 

cteatures, he ſurely would by Gods help, or 
ly | by the power of God, overcome all things ; 
ot | which thing Paul witnefſeth, where he faith, 
e* : nz do all things in him that ftrengthneth Philip:4; 
If. | Go to now, Beloved, make ſpeed, be do- 
ſt Þ ing, haſten, learn to live, being alſo ſure that 
ve fa man may in this preſent time attain to that 
th | condition, that he may experience ſo immenſe 
z- | ſupernatural joy, ſuch as all creatures cannot 
er | afford even until Dooml-ay. 
re Lafily, Come on 'then, and let us all en- 
ad | deayour to learn, by what means we ma 
id | be made true Worſhippers, worſhipping the John 4: 
Father in Spirit and Truth. But I tear leſt T 
am too tedious , fith thoſe Incluſes have en= 

| K 4 treated - 
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treated me, that I would declare unto then 

What the what is the duty of a true -Incluſe : And 
Duty of gow this 1 fhall diſpatch in-a few words,and 
Incluſts s {© "I Sang ' 
" * Will tell What manner of one eyery true In- 
clule ought to be : Ir belongs therefore to 

every Inclule , that ſhe be (imple, and bogh 

in mind and body , that is, both inwardly 

and ourwardly to be an Inclule. It doth not 
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be inquiſitive what is, or what hath been 
tranſacted here or there ; it is meet that ſhe 
ſhould lead fo pure, 1o ablixated a life, thar 
if ſhe ſhould pour tocth 'prayers for all the 
Souls chat are decained in places of Purgato- 
ry; ſhe may be found worthy , ſufficient, 
and able to free them al! from thence. +Tru- 
ly an Incluſory life, is no {mall matter : Tr 
$ behoverh plainly an Incluſc,fo hincerely and 
purely ro live , that ſhe may be able to 0b» 

tain all that of God , which che Univerſal 

* bely Church, by che ſeven-told grace of the 

Holy -Ghoft, doth obtain : If ſhe do other- 

- Wile, ſhe is not a true Incluſe, She ought 

allo to lead {uch a life, thar if all Ecclefialti- 
cal-Laws were taken away , jt might not at 

al! prejudice her ro God-ward : Buralas ! 

| me 6977 ;things are now come to that pals , that In- 
" of maclu- cluſes Entertain Gueſts in the evening}, and 
(#5 in the morning adminiſter ta them .many 


. 


D 4 


. 
. * 


\ 


become her to look out at the windows, and} 


chings = | 


neither is this the duty of a true Inclaſe': for 


thidgs : Whith is not the Office of Incluſes, 
buc of Hoſpitallers. 


» And moreover, it belongs to an Incluſe 
diligently to obſerve filence, except only up- 


purely and earneſtly to pray, Ir belongs 
not to her to perform the office of an Hoſpi- 
raller, and to difcourſe with men ; but this 


rather is her duty, that ſhe perpetually per- 


iſt ſo reſolutely and immoyably in true and 
divine reſignation, that ſhe may be able, even 
with a ſenhible delight, and joyful conſent, 
alwaies to wait the ſenſible preſence of God 
and nevertheleſs perſevere faithful unto him, 
aod therewith to renounce all creatures for 
his ſake, 

But now you may hear ſome-Incluſes fay, To 
That it is” their duty to exerciſe themſelyes 7 
in vertues towards their' peighbours ; but 
ſuch ought to have beraken themſelves not 
to an Incluſory, bur to;an Hoſpiral rather, 
and there humbly exerciſe themſelves abour 
the Members of Chrift, which then had prgs 

rly belonged to them as their office ; for - 
this they ought faichfully ro do, who live in 
Hoſpitals. 

- Again, others ſay, I muſt ſerve and fuc- 
cour -my neighbours for God's fake. - ;But 


if 
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on reaſonable and” real neceflity z as alſo grnce.? 
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if ſhe- would more narrowly Jook into. jt 
ſhe would ſurely finde, how that ſecretly it 
doth fight againſt her purpote, Every true 
Inlcuſe ought to lead 1o pure, fo abſolute a 


life, ſo free and ſo abſtracted from all crea« 
tures,/ that her merits may be able to ſuc- 


cour and help all univerſally, that are inrol- 
led under the Name of Chritt. 


Bur' yet there are others, which fay they 


are of ſo weak and trail a nature, that it is 
neceſſary for them, that they ſhould relieve 
themſelves, by diſcourfing with men, and 


by that means ſuccout their infirmity. O, 


ſuch miſerable Incluſes! how wholly are 
they deceived by the countel of the malig- 
nant one ? Take it for certain, Beloyed,who- 


ever ſeeks any thing elſe in'an Incluſory,than- 


for Gods fake willingly to tufter, ſuch a one 

doth unadviſedly betake her ſelf thereto. 
Now ſome may be found, who enter in- 

to an Incluſory, that in it they may be fed 


. by Alms with peace and eaſe ; which Alms 


notwithſtanding they would but very un- 
willingly beg as exiles, in a deſpicable man- 
ner openly in the fireets - but as many as 
are after this manner, do raſhly take to 
themſelyes the name of Incluſes (a/ras pure 


| Nuns: ) and it would be much better for 
. their ſouls, that they ſhould lie as Exiles in 
| . . | the . 


3 


jt, 


rue 


Pas 


IC 


— Li 


undergo the Crofle for all men; beating in 


I forſaken me ? That blefied and venerable 


| Father Almighty ſent his Son unto the 


| our fclyes to God for to ſuffer, 1o as that 
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the high-way, in fuch a plight as might 
move the minds of all paſſengers to pitty, 
But when = Incluſe enters into an Inclu- 
PFs ſhe ought to ofter her ſelf purely, free- 


y, rakedly, ard voluntarily to Chriſt, for ro 


TO 


mind thoſe words, which Chriſt ſpake upon 
the Crofle, My God, my God, why haſt thouMar, 27. 


Mary Magdalen, was a true Incluſe , feein 
ſhe of her own accord renounced all the 
comfort of creatures, Certainly, God the 


Earth, and would have him take upon him 
humane nature, that in it he might ſuffer ; 
and yet - norwithſlanding we alwayes flie 
ſuffering. But whatever we can do, it is 
moſt certain, if we will take the nearer Way, 
and ſooner, and more ſubtily penetrate all 
things ; that cannoc otherwiſe be done,than 
by following the moit true Example of our 
Lord and Saviour, by ſufferiog at leaſt in 
ſome meaſure. 
And nevertheleſs, which here I bring for - 4 
our comfort ; Truly God the heavenly Fa- | 
ther is not ſo hard and ſevere towards us, as - 
he hath been towards his only Son. For 
verily, if we with our whole ſtrength offer 
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we become willing of our own accord, and 
uy to undergo , whatever pleaſeth him 
we {hold bear, neither in the cime of af- 
fliction depart from him, nexther do fly from 
| afflictions when they meet us : When he 
ſhallrake notice of this, he will the more 
{peedily, when he ſhall fee time, take away 
from us all afflitions, and will 61h us with 


his divine and fupernatural, pleaſant and ſen» 


ſible conſolation ; Which truly to whomſo- 
ever'it happens, namely that he experience 
in hymſelt this feſtival and pleaſant Solem- 
nity; ſuch a one afterwards reliſhes no earch- 
ly feltival. He is not made joyful like com* 
mon men at the folemniry of a Maſe, nor 
art the fealt of & aſter, or of Pexticoſt, nor 

nally at any other tealt. This huge internal 
feaſt -only,. namely,, whilſt the Omnipotent 
God cometh-unto him wich his ſupernatural 
and preſent Grace in Jubilee and Triumph; 
. this inward feaſt (I fay) doth fill him with 
abundant joy. Ard that at What time of the 
year ſoever it be tranſaQed in him; at the 
{ame time all the aforeſaid Solemnities and 
 Feſtiyals are rogether celebrated and ful- 
filled, Wherefore ( dearly Beloved) we 
ought willingly to bear whatever adverſity 
ſhall happen unto us : for whoever he be 
that doth by ſufferings attain to this ſuper» 


Joy ' natural 
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$oatural and pleaſant Solemnity, this'mian 


becomes theceby exceeding prudent, eſſen» 
tial, and well compoled, and obtainerh {6 
reat a Wiſdom oy the influence of the Ho! 

Ghoſt, that he doch abundantly undetlfand 
what belongs to him to do, and what to 
leave undone. Then certainly all his jn\him 
are made fruitful , yer he then hach nothing 
at all of himſelf : but alwayes perſeverins 
in great humility, ſuppoſeth himſelf an un- 
proficable ſervant, and evermore- keepeth 
himſelf in a certain filial and amorous fear; 
neicher feareth any thing elſe , but Jeſt he 
ſhould not fully fatishe the beloved of his 
heart, his moſt loving Father, In this-flace, 
(that is ) whea he arcaineth thus far, all his 
own private inſtitutions, and cuſtoms -of- his 
own will, that is, ſuch as are taken up/'of | 
himſelf, fall oft, and his converſation be- 
cometh (imply, truly Chriſtian, and ere to 
heavenly things. In the mean time, * he is 
nevertheleſs unknown to all men,except one 
of the ſame life, who hath experienced the 
lame grace, and tolemaity; | 

. God Almighty grant, that we may fearn 
by afflitions tro endure, and by ſufferings, 
merit to attain unto this ſupernatural, yoy- 
ful and happy ſolemnity, the eternaF Truth 
it ſelf, our Lord Jeſus Chrilt bringihg us'to 
4101234 A 8 
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it, who, with the Father and Holy Ghoſt, 


liveth and reigneth, one God, throughout 
all Ages of Ages, Amen, 


Three certain excellent Inſtitutions, 


\ 7 Hoſoever thou art who at any 


time haſt a defire to attain unto 


God, and unto the moſt excellent tare, which} 
in this life can be obtained, it will concernſj s 
thee (tudiouſly to obſerve theſe three thing 


Which I do add. 

The fuſt is, That in all things thou ain 
at God,and the honour of God, and not thy 
oWn, bur chiefly at his will, & not thy own, 

The ſecond js; Thar in all thy doings 
and turnings forth, thou fudiouſly obſerve 


thy ſelf, and take diligent notice of thy bot] 


tomleſs nothingneſs , and attend with con- 
tinual diligence, what-eyer thou be about, 
what is doing in thee ;, and laſtly, haye an 
eyealwayes upon thy own gronnd, 

The third is, That by no means thoy in- 
rude thy ſelf into thoſe things which are not 


..commitred to thee, but ler all chings alone 
* 1a their own (late and order, Ler thole things 


that are good, be good, Bur the evil judge 
theu not, but-rather being turned into thine 


_;ground, there perſevere, diligently and fe- 
5 dulouſly 
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oft, 


our 
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dulouſly hearkning to the voice of thy Fa- 


ther, exhorting thee that thou abiflein him 
conſtantly, even to the end. 


Whaſoever ſhall obſerve theſe two things 
following, fhal attain to great matters. 


Þ Ler him be both inwardly and our- 
-& wardly in Truth,. and from' tis very 
oround and borrom and not in words only, 
htcle and ab je& : Lec him be, (I fay)-in his 


whole underitanding, in his-ground, .agd in 


his own eyes, . without any diflmulacion, | 


wholly lictle and nothing. | 

But, ſecondly, Ler him be endowed With 
the love of God, not chat ſenſual, which we 
call Love, but eſſential ; that is,..chat be. do 
inwardly in his ground purely ifitend God. 
Wherefore every one onght for this Eife to 
be naked and freed from all ſelf aniniid- 
verſion, nnderftanding, and won Ld 1 
cauſe God Almighty is naked and free, fo 
thereby the Spirit may be fired 2nd prepared 
for his pure and mked effence + for;fo it is 
neceflary that the ſoul be naked and empty, 
that it may be capable of his ſecret milteries, 
Wherefore there is a neceflity rhat eyery one 
endeavor to cut off all thoſe things, in Which 
he finderh any thing of Self. = 
Wy f Of 
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Of the DEA THof theMasT E Ro 
and how after his Departure he aps 
peared to his Friend the LAYl1GCK, 


| ; ra 
giving him an account of his. ſepertlÞ ac 
and horrible departure out of the bo 
dy 5 declaring that he endured that n 


znſtead 'of lus Purgatory : and- alſo © 
aſſuring him of that huge Joy, and if 
everlaſting Felttty, which he had 0 
taned.from God by means of his who! 
ſome Dottrine. 


Ere we mult.by no means let 
paſſe, how the oft before-men- 
tioned Maller, did daily mak 


| 
roficiency 4a a true, humble, | 
| 
| 


be and fpirityal lite, and encreaſed, yery much 
= in yertue; Yea yerily, he was made Jo pau | 
dent in the grace of God, that whatevetwasl 
i | to be done in thar City or Count Where 

| he dwelt, , whether ir had been; Spiritual, 6 
Secular, all much deſired to make ule of his 
Counſel and Wiſdom, becauſe he yas ac 
ceptable'to tliem, and they had confidencef} | 
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in him, and puttrult in him, and did obey 
his counſels, He made alſo very many Ser- 
mons, as well to Secular as Spiritual men, - 
- after the form of thoſe which we haye al- _ 
"ready above recited. And when he had * 
laudably finiſhed nine years in this ſo profi-+ 
table and fruitful lite, and ( as itis faid) was 
acceptable and dear unto all in all that Coun- 
try and Town. Theſe nine years being fix 
niſhed, ir pleaſed the moſt high God to re- 
ceive untb himſelt this his Servant and be- 
loved Friend, and no longer to leave him in 
this exile. And becauſe he had decreed to 
tranſlate him to the celeſtial Manſions with» 
out Purgatory, he ſuffered him to fall into 
orieyous and laſting pain and ſickneſs of bo« 
dy, ſo that: he lay for rwenty weeks ſick of 

let 4 Palfie, and ſuftered very ſharp torments. 
<N- When twenty weeks were now expired, 
KY he by Divine Grace underſtood not oblcure- 
le, ly, that within a few dayecs he ſhould de- 
cn part this world, and that God would put an 
uy cnd to his torments. | v4 
asf .:. Knowing this, he deſired his ſervants that e-1 
Icy they would take care to.bring his Layick 
unto him, and that they ſhould acquaint him 
With his approach and departure, and that 
$0090 imall defire to haye him preſent 

» SHER L With' | 
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with him when he died. Without delay, 
when the Layitk knew. hereof,” obeying the 
Maſter, he came cs him ſpeedily , and being 
very familiarly received, be enquired how ir 
was With him? To whom the Maſter an- 


« {wered , Truly I think that that day -is not 


very far off, wherein the Lord will take me 
out of this world, Wherefore you may know 
that it will be very acceptable ro me, and 
no lefſe comfortable, if you ' will yorchlafe 
your preſence with me when I die. But,faich 
he, 1 would entreat you, that you will take 
thoſe Paper Books, in which you ſhall find 
diligently written all whatever hath for 2 
long cime-been ſpoken or tranſaRted berween 
us: There is allo ſomething of my Life, 
ſome things which God vouchlafed ro work 
by me, his milera ble and unworthy Servant, 
And, if you ſhall ſee fir, and che Lord 
orant leaye, compile them all into one little 
Book. 

/ * Ta theſe things the Layick gave this An» 
ſwer : Behold, Sir, I have by me five of 
your Sermons, Which I writ from your 
mouth: : if therefore you think fit, I will pur 
them in among your other Writings, that of 
them all one. liccle Volumn may be put ferth 


To 


oy” 


oa .. 4 th. 


of Doftor John Thanler. 
To whom the Maſter anſwered ;. I en- 
treat and beſeech you ( dear ſon) withas 


"much loye as I am able, That you put not 


out any thing for- my ſake, nor under my 
name, Neither indeed afe they mine; net» 
ther would I they ſhquld be known either 
in my lite, or afrer my death. Bur they are 
all Gods, who vouchſafed to do them by 
me, a miſerable wretch, Bur yer if you do 
think that ic may be profitable ra my neigh» 
bours,and/make for their edification, to pub- 
liſh thoſe things, I am nor agaiaft ir, bur 
that they may be ſet forth, only with-this 
caution, that you mention not me , of my 
name- But you may write after this man= 
ner, ( to wit ) The Mastrr ſaid, or did 
this or that, alwayes concealing my name, 
Bur be careful of this, that when you have 
compiled this Book, you deliver it to no bo- 
dy in this City to read, leſt peradyenture 
they. ſhould apprehend it to be ming + bat 
rather carry it away with you into your 
Country, 

Finally, the Maſter had many other good 


diſcourſes with his Layick for eleven dayes 


together, even to the hour wherein he gave 

up the ohoſt, 

| Whea that hour was come, he faid thus 
L 2 | ro 


193-45 


” 


x 
$5... 


154 


The Hiſtory of the Death | 
to he Layick 2 I would fain (dear ſon) haye 
* on your part-your conſent, That if ic (hall 
pleaſe God, I may return unto you in ſpirit 
after my Death. To whom the Layick 
anſwered, If irſhall ( ſaid he) ſeem good 
unto God, I ſhall hke it well that his will 
may be done ip this matter. 


Moreover, when the Mafter was even at! 
the point of death, falling into an Agony, he'Y' 


expreſſed ſuch horrible and feartul geltures, 
that his Brethren, and as many as were pre- 
ſeat, from the tight of thoſe. geſtures, fell in- 
to no ſmall fear, aftright and forrow. And 
{o at laſt he ended his laſt hour, as much as 


can be gathered from external figns, with '} 


reat horror, And When he was now dead, 
almoſt all the City were rhoved, becauſe he 

was exceeding dear to them all univerſally, 
Furthermore, when as ſome of that place 
had taken notice how familiarly the ( oft- 
mentioned ) Lggick fuck to him to the laſt, 
they went abojſh to honour him, and invite 
him to their #: Put when he perceived 
this, he preſencly fled from the City into his 
own Country. Being onward upon his jour- 
hey, and travelling now upon the third: day, 
about Sun-fet he. came to a certain Village z 
And becauſe he could not farther travel by 
| reaſon 
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Teafon it began to be dark, neither could find 
In that Village any publick Inn, he requeſted 
rit a certain honeſt man, whom by chance he 
ck | mer ia the way,to lodge him and his ſervant, 
od } and bid him-take of him what he pleaſed. 
il }F To whom' the man anſwered, that he was 
g ready with a willing mind to do what he 
at! deſired, if he would accept of ſuch enter= 
he'ſ' rainment as he could make him 7 and ac- 
s, | - cordingly took them in to lodge them : he 
e- | lodged the Layick after the beſt faſhion he 
n- | could, but brought his ſervant into a bara 
d | upon (iraw, After they were layen down, 
is | the Layick being awake in the night, heard 
h 'F' a kind of lender voice near him, yet could 
I, | fee nothing : thereby he began to be a lictle 
e | affrighted,, Then the voice ſpeak to him 
thus : Fear not, dear ſon, for I -am the 

e | Maler, 
- Whea the Layick heard this, he ſaid :..I 
would very willingly know of you, Sir, if at 
e | leaſt it be the will ofthe Lord, bow it is with 
d } you, and what was the cauſe, that, as far.as 
s {| we could perceive, you fiaiſhed your life ſo. 
- | herribly and fearfully ? Verily ſome of your 
Brethren began,as it were, to doubt of. you-; - 
and.truly I tear leſt your ſevere end hath ofs 
ended fome of them, . * 
Hat - fo 


Y " 
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| To which the voice of the Maſter anſwet- 
ed thus: I will even now open thoſe things 
to you. Be certain it was ſo decreed of God, 
that my ſonl aſſvon as it was gone out of my 
body, ſhould be received by the holy Angels, 
and by them be defended from the Devils, 
that they ſhonld bring me no further trouble, 


»or that I ſhould any more ſee them, nor. 


have any thing more to do with them after- 
wards; And therefore it behoved me to ſhut 
mp my life with ſo fearful an end, and to un- 
dergo it inſtead of Purgatory, And in truth 
the malignant ſpirits did bind me faſt with 


ſo great perplextties, and didaſſault me with - 


eh (wbtile and crafty falacies and deceits, 
that 1 thonght I ſhould have ntterly deſpair- 


ed + And if my voice had not been takgs. 
away,T had ſent forth ſuch cryes,that it had” 


been wonderfull to have ſeen my calamity ; 
 bence might my Agony which my Brethren 
did diſcern, have been taken notice of. But 
God Almighty rendered me a plentiful re- 
Ward for that pain and torment : for, as 
ſoon as my ſon! was gone out: of my body, it 
Was received by the holy Angels,who brought 
it into Paradiſe,telling me that there I muſt 
wit five dayes without fear or care; net- 


ther fear that the Devil ſhould henceforth 


do . 
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do me any miſchief ; and finally, that I 
A ſhould undergo ro more labour : only I ſhould 
want for thoſe five dayes the glorious ſociety 
wy | of the heavenly Inhabitants ; which. being 
ls, | performed, 1 ſhwnld be wholly clean,and that 
then they would return with joy, and bring 
le, | me with great exaltation into ineſtimable nee 
or | ver to be ended joyes, More than this 
r= | (dear ſon) eaquire #othing of me, for 1 have | 
wh | now told you what-ever I can tell Jou ; net- 
r= | ther have 1 any licence to adde any thin 

th further ; But I beſeech my God that he 
-h | would bleſſe you, and that he would be your 
th eternal rewarder in everleSting joyes, for 
that faithful Inſliruftion and wholſom Couns | 
r- | ſel you gave me. 4 
#. |. Then the Layick faid, I beſcech you my 
4} honored Maſter, when you ſhall come unto 
God, earneſtly intercede with him for me. 
x | Afﬀeer that, whatever the Laick did either ask 
t | or ſpeak, it was in vain, neither could he get 
-- | ſo much as one an{wer more from him, 
# | Which when he perceived, he endeavoured” 
ft © as much as he could to take a little reſt, but 


the 


I. 


e I in yain, for he could nor ſleep one wink 3 
F | and fo lay awake, impatiencly expeQtiog, 
- If day. Day.breaking, he took his Pen and ' 
> | diligently wrote to the Prior and Brethren of 
|. | the 


_— "Mi 
__ as ” | wi 
s« <X Ag a 5+ 
LY % 
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the dead Maſter, how be had appeared un- 
to him, and all his words he had ſpoke co 
him. | | 

The eternal Truth , our Lord Jzsu q 

CnRrIsr, grant to us, that we may conform 

our ſelyes to his lovely and dileCtadic Image, 


3 and follow ic to our utmoſt power, to his 
praiſe and glory. Amer, | 


To God Almighty thanks. 


